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TURN YOUR 
HP PALMTOP 
INTO 
THE WORLD’S 
MOST 
PORTABLE 


INTERNET 


ADDRESS 


Communicate with almost anyone in the world 
right from your HP Palmtop. 


RadioMail. 
The hetter faster cooler way to stay in touch. 


RadioMail 


Publisher’s Message 


Hal Goldstein 


Welcome to our fifth annual Best Palmtops Tips issue. What had started in 
conception to be a four-page “give away” to subscribers continues to be a 
complete issue of densely formated collective Palmtop wisdom. 


As I see it there are three purposes to this issue: 


1. To bring new subscribers “up to speed.” In one place, new users can find 
many of the most fundamental, important ideas to make best use of the 
Palmtop. I also recommend our book, “PC in your Pocket,” to those getting 
started. The book gives the big picture, while this issue goes into the details 
that make the Palmtop useful, day to day. 


2. To serve as a review for our long-time subscribers. Even the most 
advanced users, when looking through this issue, will find new information 
or approaches they had forgotten. This issue acts as a reference document, 
with the most important Palmtop information all in one place. 


3. To give an overview of the best third-party Palmtop products. This year, 
once again, I rewrote my column discussing Palmtop products. I also asked 
technical editor Tom Gibson to add his thoughts about the most important, 
useful (and fun) products. Tom and I then struggled to jam onto two 1.44- 
Megabyte floppies the best freeware and shareware for our annual Best Tips 
On Disk. 


Enjoy. 
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The HP Palmtop Paper 


INCREASING YOUR 
PERSONAL POWER 
By EXPANDING YOUR 
PALMTOP’S POTENTIAL 


Volume six / Bonus Issue one 


Executive Editor/Publisher 
Hal Goldstein 


Publications Director 
Richard Hall 


Managing Editor 
Ralph C. Turner 


Associate Editor 
Carol de Giere 


Technical Editor 
Tom Gibson 


Department Editor 
Wayne Kneeskern 


Advertising/Marketing 
Brian Teitzman 
Margaret Martin 
Tiffany Lisk 


Circulation 
Colleen Rodibaugh 
David Brooks 
Sharon Lloyd 
Jolene Phillips 


Executive Advisor 
Rita Goldstein 


The HP Palmtop Paper (ISSN 10656189) is 
published by Thaddeus Computing Inc., at 
110 N. Court Street, Fairfield, IA 52556. 
Periodical postage paid at Fairfield, Iowa. 
Subscription rates payable in U.S. dollars, 
checks drawn on a U.S. bank, or by credit 
card — one year: $39; two years: $69. 
Postage: U.S. and U.S. possessions free; 
Canada, Mexico add $6 per year; other 
countries add $18 per year. Published bi- 
monthly plus two bonus issues, one in 
April and one in November. Please allow 
four to six weeks for receipt of first issue. 
Executive, Editorial, Circulation, 
Marketing and Advertising Offices: 110 
North Court Street, Fairfield, IA 52556. 
Telephone: (515) 472-6330, FAX: (515) 472- 
1879. 

Copyright 1997, Thaddeus Computing, 
Inc., all rights reserved. No part of this 
publication may be reproduced without 
written permission. Reasonable efforts are 
made to provide accurate and useful infor- 
mation, but the reader must make his or 
her own investigations and decisions; the 
Publisher and Editorial Staff cannot 
assume any responsibility or liability for 
the use of information contained herein. 

POSTMASTER: Please send any 
address changes to The HP Palmtop Paper, 
Attn: Thaddeus Computing, Inc., 110 N. 
Court Street, Fairfield, [A 52556. 


THE HP PALMTOP PAPER BEST PALMTOP TIPS 1997 1 


Review of the Basics 


A Quick Review 
of the Basics 


Files, bytes, RAM disk, System RAM, and directories: 
Understand these concepts and you'll get more out of your HP 


Palmtop! 


By Hal Goldstein 


Users need to understand basic con- 
cepts to get the most out of their HP 
Palmtop. Hours of confusion and frus- 
tration can be avoided if the beginning 
user understands the fundamentals 
necessary to perform any activity on 
the 100/200LX. 

I’ll cover the applied value of 
each concept briefly. For a more in-depth 
treatment of each, consult the HP 100/ 
200LX User’s Guide, or pick up an intro- 
ductory book on personal computing. 


Files 


This is the single most important con- 
cept you should understand. Your 
PhoneBook, Memo, NoteTaker, App- 
ointment Book, Database, 1-2-3 spread- 
sheets, and HP Calc equations are all 
stored in separate files. When you save 
a file in any of these applications, the 
information contained in the file is 
accessible upon demand. In addition, 
you can transfer such files to other 
computers. 

CAUTION: Remember, on the 
100/200LX, files are automatically 
saved in Appointment Book, 
PhoneBook, HP Calc, Database, and 
NoteTaker. Automatic save can be 
selected in Memo. Lotus 1-2-3 spread- 
sheet files must be saved. 

When you save a file for the first 
time, you are asked to give it a “file- 
name” between one and eight charac- 
ters long (filenames may not include 
blank spaces). Examples of some legal 
file names include BUDGET, 
YEAR_END, and SAM-MEMO. 

The 100/200LX automatically “com- 


Please see the ON DISK, Product, and 
Advertisers’ Indexes on pages 47 and 48. 


pletes” the name by adding a three char- 
acter “extension” to the filename. Memo 
adds .DOC, PhoneBook adds .PDB, 1-2-3 
adds .WK1, Appointment Book adds 
-ADB, Database adds .GDB, NoteTaker 
adds .NDB, and HP Calc adds .EQN. 
When you go into Filer and look at file 
names, you can easily identify the appli- 
cation the file was created by from its 
three character extension. 


Bytes 


The number of bytes in a file is a mea- 
sure of the size of the file. Each byte 
contains approximately one character 


(i.e. a letter, number, punctuation 
mark, etc.) worth of information. One 
kilobyte refers to 1024 bytes (and is 
abbreviated by the letter K). So a 12K 
file has roughly 12,000 characters 
worth of information. 


RAM disk / System RAM 


The HP Palmtops come with a built-in 
RAM disk (designated as the C drive). 
When you save a file, by default you 
save it to the C drive onto the built-in 
RAM disk. The AA batteries (and if 
they fail, the backup battery) provide 
the energy needed to maintain your 
files in RAM. If all batteries go dead, 
you lose the files on your RAM drive. 

The Palmtops also have part of 
their RAM set aside as System RAM to 
run programs and hold temporary 
files. When you run an application 
such as PhoneBook, part of the file is 
stored temporarily in System RAM. 
When you add a new phone number, 
this temporary copy of the file is 
updated. The 100/200LX automatically 
copies the updated part of the Phone- 
Book file to the permanent file on the 
RAM disk. 


Undoing Mistakes and Canceling Operations 
There are a number of ways to “change your mind” on the HP Palmtops, or otherwise get out of 


an undesirable situation such as a system lockup. 


Press Does this 


deletes highlighted text. 


backs over and deletes text, one character at a time. 

Cancels current activity and restores previous screen (€.g. you're 
modifying a PhoneBook entry and want to go back to the original.) 
Cancels dialog boxes without taking action. Closes open records with- 


out saving changes. 


Stops some DOS programs and batch files from running. 

Stops some DOS programs and batch files from running. 

Quits currently active built-in application. 

Reverses last action, such as deleting, editing, cutting or pasting 
records. Does not work in all situations. 

Reboots the system. Good if you’re locked up and can’t get anything 
to work. If you do this, you'll lose any unsaved work. 


Hard reboot. Good if soft reboot doesn’t work. Answer No when asked 
if you want to initialize the RAM disk. 

(CR) - GHEN)- @Y Yes Hard reboot, reinitializes the C drive. WARNING! You'll lose the data 
on your internal drive. Do this if you really get stuck. 


UNDOING APPT DELETIONS 


Appointment Book has a Remove option that lets you delete appointments that have already 
occurred. You can use the Undo feature described above to restore removed appointments. You 
can also press (vENU) File Remove and check the “Save Removed Items in Archive” box. When 
you remove past appointments, they will be saved in a file. 


BEST TIP: BACKUP REGULARLY!!! 


Finally, the most important thing you can do is backup your files on a regular basis. If your 
PhoneBook or Appointment Book becomes corrupted, changed, or accidentally deleted, you can 


easily restore them. 
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System RAM / RAM disk ratio 


A 1MB 100/200LX contains 1024K of 
RAM. Initially that gets divided, 398K for 
RAM disk, 626K of System RAM. The 
2MB 100/200LX gets divided into 1,376K 
for RAM disk and 636K of System RAM. 
The size of the RAM disk can be 
increased or decreased. More can be 
stored on the 2MB 100/200LX without 
dependency on a memory card. For those 
with a memory card, the more important 
files can be stored on the 100/200LX’s C 
drive. In addition, increased internal file 
storage enhances the Palmtops ability to 
use fax/modems and other communica- 
tion devices. 

You can change the System RAM/ 
RAM disk ratio by closing all applica- 
tions: On the 100/200LX press &..), 
Setup, (U) Option System, tab to 
Memory and use the RightArrow or 
LeftArrow key to change the memory 
allocation. 

The greater the size of the RAM disk, 
the more space you have to permanently 
store data files and program files. (If you 
run out of space on the C drive, the inter- 
nal RAM disk, you can install a memory 
card in the PC card slot to store your 
files. This adds a second RAM disk, des- 
ignated as the A drive.) 

The greater the System RAM, the 
more built-in applications (PhoneBook, 
Memo, etc.) you can run at the same 
time. Larger System RAM also means 
that you can open bigger files (i.e. larger 
1-2-3 worksheets). Therefore, if you want 
to switch back and forth between large 
PhoneBook, Appointment Book, 1-2-3, 
and Memo files, you might need to 
increase the size of the System RAM. In 
addition to the built-in applications, the 
HP Palmtops can run other MS-DOS or 
System Manager compliant programs 
that may require more System RAM. 


INDIRECTLY INCREASE SYSTEM 

RAM WITH A MEMORY CARD 

A memory card or more internal memo- 
ry lets you set the System RAM to its 
maximum (636K on the 100/200LX). 


MS-DOS 


An operating system serves as the inter- 
mediary between the computer’s hard- 
ware and the software it runs. The HP 
Palmtop, like an IBM PC or PC-compati- 
ble computer, is a “DOS machine.” This 
means that the operating system is the 
Microsoft Disk Operating System 
(referred to as “MS-DOS” or just plain 
“DOS”). 


PC DEPOT me. 


CALL US LAST FOR THE LATEST 8298 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. Sam-Spm, Sat. 10am-ipm 


For your 200LX/100LX 


2MB ATA Flash Card $129 
8MB ATA Flash Card 

12MB ATA Flash Card 

16MB ATA Flash Card 

20MB ATA Flash Card 

Citizen PN50 black/white por- 
table printer $239 
Citizen PN6O Color portable 
printer $33 


MONTHLY SPECIALS 


Megahertz XJ2288 28.8 fax modem 179 

ATI 3D Expression,PC2TV,2MB card 139 
Matrox Mystique 2MB PCI VGA card 159 
Matrox Millenium 2MB PCI VGA card 189 
NEC VX17+,17".28mm monitor 739 
lomega Zip drive, 1OOMHz,Ext. Para .189 
Sony 2GB Ext. tape backup,parallel 195 
GoldStar 16x CD ROM, internal IDE 169 
Toshiba 12X CD ROM, internal IDE 159 
Toshiba 16x CD ROM SCSI internal 259 
Compaq1010,P120,16/810,11.3" 1950 
Samsung P75,8/810, 10.3"active 1195 
Toshiba 110cs,P100,8/810,11.3" 1375 
Toshiba 205cds,P100,8/810,6xCD 1575 
Toshiba 420cds,P100.8/810,6xCD 1775 
ToshibaTecra500cs,P120,16/1. 36 1895 


STANDARD 
MEMORY 
30-pin 


4MB (4x9-60ns 
72-pin ED 

4MB (1x32-60ns) 20 
8MB (2x32-60ns) 39 
16MB(4x32-60ns) 79 
32MB [eszen) 155 
72-pin 

4MB (1x32-60ns) 24 
8MB (2x32-60ns) 42 
16MB (4x32-60n) 85 
32MB (8x32-60) 165 


PRINTER 
MEMORY 


EPSON 2MB4MB 
1000,1500 69 ~~ 
1100,1400,1600 45 
H-P 2MB 4MB 
U1, 1D $9 125 
P,P = 95 119 
lisi4,4M 55 65 
4L(1MB only) 35 —~ 
hia’ 39 45 


s MEMORY 


Acer AcerNote 8M 16M 32M 
Lite350,350,352,355 89 165 -- 
Lite356, 358, 359,361 109 179 299 
350P,510A/P, 810A/P 95 195 295 
763,765,782,784,786-789 85159 -- 
Pro950,954,955,957,959 99 185 289 
ASTAdv.Explorer, BravoNB 179 —~ 
Ascentia 800,900,910,950 87159 —~ 
Ascentia J10,J20,J30,J50 75 145 275 
Ascentia P30, P50 88 178 288 
PowerExecEL,3/25,4/33SL 95 185 --~ 
AT&T Globalyst 130 85 149 
Globalist 200,250,250P 95 175 285 
Safari 3151,3180, 3181 105 185 -- 
Canon 8M 16M 24M 
Innova 150,175 ~~ 149 
Innova 200LS 75 168 265 
NoteJet 486 C25/C33/M33 79 165 ~~ 
Compaq 8M 16M 32M 
Armanda 1100 series 75 169 299 
Armanda 4100 series 75 159 295 
Concerto 4/25, 4/33 89 189 -~ 
Contura Aero 4/25, 4/33C 74 148 -- 
Contura400, 410,420,430 85165 -- 
beep a 4/25c,4/25cx Z 169 -- 
5 175 285 
DEC} HiNeteltiote Ultra B 155 -~ 
HiNote VP Pentium Models 79 159 275 
Dell Latitude433,450,475 79 179 279 


Unsurpassed in Quality and Prices ! 
NOTEBOOK MEMORY tievceunermn 


Epson 8M 16M 32M 
ActiNote 650,660 89 175 ~ 

ActioNote 800,866,880,890 89 175 -- 

Fujitsu LifeBook 98 178 288 
Biblo NB5100, 5122, 5133 85 179 285 
Milan,Monte Carlo,Montego 99199 325 
H-P OmniBook 800 95 185 425 
Hitachi C,£,M-Series 95 185 298 
IBM Thinkpad 350,350 89 169 289 
ThinkPad 345,355,360,730 95 168 368 
ThinkPad 365C/CD,365E/ED -- 155 ~~ 

ThinkPad 500(8M only),510 107 205 -- 

ThinkPad 701C/CS 88 178 628 
ThinkPad 750,755 models 95 175 329 
ThinkPad 760C/CD/LILD 78 158 628 
ThinkPad 760E/ED/EL/ELD 79 159 589 
NEC Versa V,M,P,4000 75 175 285 
TI Extensa 550,555,560 79 159 269 
Travelmate6020,6030,6050 79 179 279 
Toshiba 8M 16M 32M 
T100, 200, 400, 600 series 79 159 275 
T1900, T2100 Series 89 159 ~~ 

T4500, 4700, 4800, 4900 99 199 329 
T4400, 6400, 6600 99 179 -~ 

Tecra 500, Protege 650 85 159 289 
Tecra 700, 710, 720 85 165 325 
WinBook xp xPc ~ 159 289 
ery Z-STAR 433VL, VLP -- 79 -~ 


6430 Variel Ave., Suite 102, Woodland Hills, CA 91367 


The fact that the Palmtops are DOS 
machines means that many DOS pro- 
grams originally designed for an IBM PC 
compatible computer will either run 
directly on the Palmtop, or can be modi- 
fied to run (by the program’s publisher) 
with relatively little effort. The 100/ 
200LX will run many unmodified DOS 
programs because it supports CGA 
Graphics and an 80x25 screen. (See 
“AppManager” on page 10 for more on 
adding DOS programs to the HP 
100/200LX.) 


System Manager 


The HP Palmtop has the advantage of 
being both a DOS machine and of having 
a more friendly and powerful second 
layer operating system environment 
called “System Manager.” 

System Manager allows users to have 
more than one program open at the same 
time. This is not normally possible in a 
straight MS-DOS environment. Palmtop 
users don’t think twice about opening 
their PhoneBook, then switching to 
Memo to jot down a note, going to Lotus 
1-2-3 to check some figures, popping 
back to Memo to finish the note, and 
then returning to PhoneBook, exactly 
where they left off. 

In addition, you can add other 
System Manager-compliant programs to 
the Palmtops (see page 10). “System 
Manager Compliant” programs are writ- 
ten to be opened and run at the same 
time as the built-in applications. 


TEL: 818-888-8288 FAX: 818-888-8293 


In general, System Manager and its 
Filer application do a good job of hiding 
many of the complexities of the DOS 
environment from the everyday user. 


Directories 


When you save a file, you save it into a 
directory. The HP Palmtops come with 
the C directory and the _DAT subdirec- 
tory built in. PhoneBook, DataComm, 
Appointment Book, HP Calc and Lotus 
1-2-3 files are automatically saved to the 
C:\_DAT directory on both Palmtops. 

The simplest way to get a practical 
understanding of this is to go into Filer. 
If the top line says C:\ you can press the 
DownArrow key to see the names of all 
the files in C:\. To move to the C:\_DAT 
directory, highlight _DAT and press 
(NER). To go back to C:\, put the cursor 
on the line that says View Up and press 
(NER) . 

The 100/200LX system files are in 
permanent ROM on the D drive, which 
has four directories (BIN, DOS, _DAT, 
_SYS). You can view these files in Filer 
by pressing () repeatedly until you see 
the listing of drive letters, select [-D-] 
with the arrow keys and press (NER). 
These files can be copied elsewhere, but 
because they are in ROM, they cannot be 
erased or modified and re-saved to the D 
directory. 

Spending the time needed to under- 
stand these concepts will make your HP 
Palmtop computing simpler and more 
effective. 
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Many Ways to Back Up Your Files — 
and Many Ways to Lose Them! 


Read this and obey! The frustration you avoid not 
having to re-enter lost files will pay for your 


subscription many times over! 


[Note: The following is excerpted from an 
article on page 57 of Vol.1, No.6.] 


The real Palmtop expert develops a 
systematic procedure to back up data 
frequently. If you don’t back up the 
information you generate on your HP 
Palmtop, it’s only a matter of time 
before you lose something. 


How can I lose my work, 
let me count the ways ... 


The purpose of this section IS to scare 
you! If you do not understand some of 
the concepts presented here, reread pre- 
vious HP Palmtop Paper columns, check 
your manual, ask a friend, or purchase a 
basic book on computers. 

Here are some of the ways you can 
lose information on your HP Palmtop 
through your own folly. 


1. You lose all battery power (for 
example, by leaving your HP 
Palmtop idle for a long time or by 
ignoring the bad or missing backup 
battery message). 

2. You save a 1-2-3 or Memo file using 
the name of a file that already 
exists. The initial file is overwritten 
and lost. 

3. When trying to save new work, you 

run out of disk space and have 

nothing you can delete from Filer. 

You delete a file by mistake. 

You lose or damage your Palmtop. 
6. You forget what you named a file 
and in what directory you put it. 

7. Your SRAM card battery runs out. 

8. You inadvertently remove your 
SRAM card battery. 

9. You reformat your PC Card. 

10. You accidentally format your C 
drive after performing a hot reboot. 

11. You let someone mess around with 
your HP Palmtop. 

12. You remove the PC Card with files 

open. 


Oo 


Here are some more ways that the 
Palmtop itself, or software running on 
it, can cause you to lose information. 


13. Bugs in built-in or DOS programs. 

14. Bugs in the firmware or hardware. 

15. Running DOS programs or TSR’s 
not designed for the HP Palmtop. 

16. Exiting programs incorrectly. 

17. Exposing your Palmtop or RAM 
card to a very strong electromag- 
netic field. 

18. Exposing your data to a virus. 


Backup solutions 


Even though Palmtops are handy at 
storing and manipulating data, it only 
makes sense to regularly (hourly, daily, 
or weekly) back up all important infor- 
mation. 


PC Card 
backup strategies 


The optional PC Card provides an easy 
means to backup your most critical C 
drive work. However, remember that 
the PC Card itself needs to be backed 
up. Even Flash cards that are not 
dependent on batteries to maintain 
their memory, can become corrupt. 


1. Use Filer to copy crucial files such 
as main PhoneBook and Appoint- 
ment Books, and key spreadsheets 
to the PC memory card in your A 
drive. (Remember, the Palmtop’s 
built-in applications normally store 
files in the C:\_DAT directory.) 

2. Purchase a PC Card drive. These 
drives connect to a PC and allow it 
to read a PC memory card. To back 
up files, first copy the desired files 
from the Palmtop to the PC memo- 
ry card. Then put the PC Card in 
the PC Card drive and copy the 
files to the PC’s hard disk or floppy 
disk using DOS Copy commands 
from the PC. 

3. Create an appointment that auto- 
matically runs a backup batch file 
each night. 


PC backup strategies 


4. Purchase The HP Connectivity 


4 THEHPPALMTOP PAPER BEST PALMTOP TIPS 1997 


Pack (HP F1021B, international HP 
F1021C). Use the Pack’s cabling. 
Then follow instructions to backup 
files from the Palmtop to the PC 
using the Filer program on both 
computers. 

5. Connect the Palmtop to a PC and 
run LapLink Remote (from the 
Connectivity pack) to connect with 
the 200LX’s built-in LapLink. 
(LapLink Remote can be copied 
from the Connectivity pack software 
to the 100LX, or you can use the 
100LX’s redirector.) This process 
makes the Palmtop drives directly 
accessible from the PC. (They 
appear to the PC as additional disk 
drives.) Use the DOS COPY or 
XCOPY commands, or a file man- 
agement program on the PC to 
backup the Palmtop’s files to the PC. 

6. MAC users can purchase Maclink 
Plus HP Palmtop connectivity pro- 
gram from DataViz. 

7. Windows users can use IntelliSync, 
PalmConnect or Sparcom Connect- 
ivity programs. 

8. Purchase the HP F1015A PC 
Connectivity cable or the HP 
F1016A cable for the MAC. Use 
communications software on the 
desktop and built-in DataComm on 
the HP Palmtop. Use XMODEM or 
KERMIT protocol. 

9. Connect the Palmtop and PC with 
the HP F1015A PC Connectivity 
cable and run the ZIP.COM @ com- 
munications program on both PC 
and Palmtop. 


If you only have 
an HP Palmtop 


Because of the dangers cited previous- 
ly, even if you do not own another 
computer or a PC Card you should 
develop backup strategies that employ 
a combination of the items listed 
below. 


10. Create duplicate copies of your 
PhoneBook, Appointment Book, 
and other important files. Use Filer 
to copy these files to a different 
directory on the Palmtop. If the 
original file gets corrupted or acci- 
dentally deleted, you’ve got a back- 
up. 

11. Purchase an HP F1015A PC 
Connectivity cable and a high den- 
sity floppy disk. Make arrange- 
ments with a friend with a PC to 
borrow it for ten minutes per week. 


| 2400/9600 
Fax/Modem 
with 
| 6MB Flash 
} Perfect for giving your | 
| single slot HP100 or | 
, 200LX full-sized 
» communications 

. capability by 

= combining full- 
fax/modem functionality 

with 6MB of Flash memory. $25995 


Includes MiniFax™ 
- the most user- 
friendly fax 
software 
interface for the 
HP100/200LX! 
Send and receive 
high-speed data and faxe 
(14.4KBps), and store data more efficiently 
with built-in Flash memory. 


EXP ThinFax 14.4 Kbps Modem & 4MB Flash 
PC Card: $32995 


EXP ThinFax 14.4 Kbps Modem & 8MB Flash 
PC Card: $42995 


Use one of the methods described 
above to back up files to the floppy. 


drive designed to work with the 
Palmtop, such as Accurite’s Travel 
Floppy 144 or Sparcom’s Drive95 or 
Drive100. Backup Palmtop files to a 
floppy disk using Filer. Sparcom also 
sells a docking station with data 
exchange software for transferring 
data to a desktop. 


| your HPLX! 
| Citizen PN6O Printer: ............... $29995 


SCITIZEN 


HEWLETT® 
PACKARD 


oo 


PN-60 Printer 


Print Laser-Quality Documents from 


$5495 


HP2O0LX 2MB:$46995 , 
MobilePlanet HP 200LX Bundles 
HP200LX 4MB with Intellisync 


Our Price: $61995* 
A notitertanet 


HP200LX 4MB, Intellisync 
“The Mobile Computing Experts. 


& Smart Fax Modem 
w/6MB Flash 

1-800-MPLANET 
www.mplanet.com 


$10995 
2495 
AG Adapters: 22ers $3995 


ATA Flash Memory 


Our Price: $84995* 
“With $50.00 manufacturer's 
rebate. Offer good through April 
30,1997. 


85MB Flash Our Price:.......$1,55995 


a priority. Grab a computer-literate 
friend, study back issues of The HP 


op a practical, consistent backup strategy. 
Don’t let a few months without data 


12. Purchase the HP F1023A Connect/ Palmtop Paper, go through the The HP _loss problems lull you into complacency. 
Adapter Kit, along with the HP Palmtop Paper's CD InfoBase, read the Backup your data now and develop a 
F1015A PC Connectivity cable. manual ... do whatever it takes to devel- _ procedure for regular backups. 

Borrow a printer from a friend to cre- 

ate a “hard copy” of each of your ; # = 

most important files. You can print N L k-A- - t | : 

from your friend’s PC. If the printer ew * ‘ n ri n e r 

has a serial port, you can print direct- Smal ler size & Attached cable 

ly from the Palmtop to the printer 

using the cabling described above. Link-A-Printer II is a serial to parallel converter 
Similarly, borrow a friend’s modem that allows direct printing from your OmniGo 

and .comnestsa? using) the above 100 to any parallel printer. It also works with 

cabling. Use built-in DataComm to 

send key files via a phone line to a PC the HP 100/200LX $ 79 

with a modem and communications 

software running. 

13. Purchase an external 3.5” floppy Link-A-Printer Il has a built-in connectivity cable that plugs in to your OmniGo 


100. Since it does not require batteries or extra cable Link-A-Printer II is simple 


and easy to use. 
$59 


Also Available Link-A-Printer | 
Greenwich Instruments LTD 


Requires connectivity cable and optional battery Features auto 
European Distributor 


on/off fixed 9600 baud 
Tel: 011-44-181-302-4931 


Tel: 704-875-8490 


GREENWICH Fax: 704-875-2801 


If you are a complete novice (we all were 
at one time), make backing up your files 


WSTRUMENTSUSA Toll Free: 800-476-4070 


Fax: 011-44-181-302-4933 
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Powering Your HP Palmtop 


Adapter 


AC adapter options 


The 100/200LX does not include an 
adapter in the box. An optional adapter 
is available from HP (part # HP 
F1011A, price: $39.95). The 100/200LX 
uses 12VDC, negative tip, up to 
750mA, approx 5.5mm OD barrel-type 
connector. The HP adapter is about the 
size of a deck of playing cards, and 
comes with fold-away AC prongs. It 
will take any input voltage from 100 to 
240 Volts, at 50/60 Hz, an advantage 
for world travellers. 

A Radio Shack AC adapter (Cat.# 
273-1652B) is less expensive and seems 
to work with the Palmtop. It’s only 
rated at 500mA, so there may be prob- 
lems when using with high-current PC 
Cards (i.e., modem cards). It appears to 
work well while charging NiCd’s, and 
current measurements indicate that the 
100/200LX draws much less than 
500mA with this adapter even when 
writing to a flash card, charging NiCds, 
and using the serial port simultaneously. 

Other compatible adapters are cer- 
tainly available from various sources. 


Don’t insert memory 
cards when charging 
the HP 100/200LX! 


The 100/200LX stays on when charg- 
ing batteries. This is because the charg- 
ing circuit is controlled by software, 
and the CPU needs to be running while 
charging. HP advises that you not 
insert PC Cards while the power is on. 
If one’s in the slot, fine. But don’t insert 
another one while you're recharging 
your batteries. 


David Shier 
74777 .2477@compuserve.com 


Batteries: A-Z 


[Note: Most of the section on batteries was 
condensed from an article by Stanley 
Dobrowski, beginning on page 37 of Vol.3, 


No.1, 1994. Additional tips from the fol- 
lowing authors have been combined with 
this article: Ed Keefe, Dave Snellard, David 
Hamachek, Rich Hall, HP Mobile 
Computing support, Mark Scardina, Jim 
Cummiskey, Michael Allgood, Ted 
Dickens, Fred Kaufman, Gary Fischman, 
Jan van Straaten, and other CompuServe 
members.] 


A basic understanding of battery tech- 
nology along with knowledge of bat- 
tery types available for the HP 
Palmtops can save you hours of work 
and help eliminate that queasy feeling 
that accompanies a low-battery warn- 
ing. 

The main power to the Palmtop is 
supplied by two AA batteries. There are 
two types of AA batteries available on 
the regular consumer market: Primary 
batteries and Rechargeable batteries. 

Primary batteries are designed to 
be used once, then discarded. 

Rechargeable batteries are designed 
so that when the battery is placed in a 
charger and electricity is fed into the 
cell, the chemical process is reversed 
and the battery can be brought back up 
to full capacity again. Please see the 
“Battery Summary Chart,” next page, 
for a comparison of the different types 
of main batteries. 

The backup battery is found in a 
special holder under the infrared port 
cover. The 3-volt lithium backup bat- 
tery supplies power to the memory 
inside the Palmtop if the main batteries 
fail. This battery should last for about 
one year before it needs to be replaced. 
However, if main batteries die and the 
computer has to go into “backup 
mode,” this tiny button battery can 
become drained quickly. It is a good 
practice to set an alarm or Event in 
Appointment Book for every 10-12 
months as a reminder to change this 
battery. The backup battery product 
code number is CR-2032 which is avail- 
able in many department, camera, drug 
and electronics stores. The instructions 
for changing this battery are described 
in Appendix A of the HP 100LX User's 
Guide and Appendix B of the HP 200LX 
User's Guide. 
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HP 100/200LX 
battery requirements 


The HP 100/200LX was designed to 
accommodate both alkaline batteries 
and NiCd rechargeable batteries. 
Electronics and software exist to allow 
NiCd’s to be recharged inside the 
100/200LX, even while it is being used. 
It is very important to have the battery 
type set correctly in Setup (press (R)- 
fe} Options Battery). 

The built-in circuit that protects 
against backward insertion of batteries 
appears to be able to handle the higher- 
impedance rechargeables, but HP does 
not recommend using any batteries 
other than alkaline and NiCd in the 
100/ 200LX. I and other users have 
successfully used lithiums, nickel cad- 
mium and nickel-metal hydrides in the 
100/200LX without any problems. 

Always install fresh, high quality 
batteries of the same brand, since dif- 
ferent brands of batteries have different 
performance characteristics (rates of 
voltage drop, etc.). 


BATTERY MONITORING 

SOFTWARE FOR THE HP 100/200LX 
Shier Systems & Software markets 
ABC/LC battery charging and moni- 
toring software. In addition, there is a 
freeware program by Mark Scardina in 
the CompuServe HPHAND forum, 
library 11, called BAT100.ZIP @ ). This 
program will display the main and 
backup battery voltages and the good/ 
bad status of the PC memory card bat- 
tery, allowing you to change or charge 
batteries at the appropriate time. I usu- 
ally do not let the main battery voltage 
fall much below 2.45 volts before I 
recharge my batteries. I always like to 
have some reserve capacity available in 
case I get caught without a charger or 
an extra set of batteries. 

Another program, BATSET.COM 
i, allows you to adjust the charging 
time for batteries recharging in the 
Palmtop. 


How to extend battery 
life 


Here are some of the more important 
Ways you can extend the life of your 
batteries and save money: 


1 Leave your Palmtop connected to 
the AC adapter whenever you can — 


This is particularly important when you 
are doing calculations, searches, copying 
files, or other CPU intensive operations. 


a Remove all high-current plug-in 
cards (i.e., modem cards, not memory 
cards) — when you are not using them. 
These cards can drain batteries quickly, 
even when you're not using them. When 
you are using these cards, connect up the 
AC adapter whenever possible. 


Gl Use rechargeable batteries in the 
100/200LX — To enable NiCd recharging 
in the 100/200LX, go into Setup and 
press @NU) Options Battery, highlight 
Nickel Cadmium, and press 0) (OK). 
Whenever you connect your 100/200LX 
to the HP F1011A adapter your NiCd 
batteries will be recharged automatically. 
DO NOT enable NiCd recharging if you 
have any other type of battery in your 
100/200LX. 


“J Graphics intensive programs use up 
batteries — Graphics intensive programs 
like Tetris (TETRIS i ) use batteries at a 
rate of more than four times the built-in 
applications. This is because they bypass 
the light sleep mode. You should never 
leave a graphics-intensive program like 
TETRIS running when you turn your HP 
Palmtop off for a period of time. 


U Turn off the Palmtop when you are 
finished using it — The HP Palmtops 
are set to power down in three minutes if 
a key is not pressed. If you’re like me, 
most of the time you turn your Palmtop 
on and key in a quick note or an appoint- 
ment. If you leave your Palmtop on, you 
waste three minutes of battery life. Also, 
if you are running in DOS mode, the seri- 
al port is powered on. You can execute 
the SERCTL /O command in DOS to 
force the serial port off. Check your 
User’s Manual for details on these 
options. A number of programs give the 
user control over power to the serial port 
(see BUDDY 2.1A , TIMOUT.ZIP Wi, 
ASERCL.ZIP i). An active serial port 
uses battery power. Shut it down when 
not in use. 


U4 Quit DataComm — Quit DataComm 
and the Filer when you’re not using 
them. These applications use the serial 
port and therefore require slightly more 
power than the other applications. 


Other Important Advice 


1 Do not take the “Low Battery” 
warning lightly. Depending on the 
type of battery installed, there may be 
minutes or seconds of computing time 
left in the main batteries. Either stop 
working and shut off the Palmtop or 
plug it into an AC power pack to contin- 
ue working. Allowing the Palmtop to go 
into “backup mode” because the main 
batteries die can result in data loss and a 
drain on the backup battery. 


2. Be careful changing batteries. 
Close all open applications, turn the HP 
Palmtop off, and close the case. Remove 
the main battery cover and install two 
fresh AA batteries, orienting them as 
shown in the battery compartment. 
Remove the backup-battery cover and 
pull out the battery tray. Insert a fresh, 
3-volt CR-2032 coin cell. Be sure the plus 
(+) sign on the battery is facing down in 
the tray. Insert the battery tray back into 
the HP 100/200LX and replace the cover. 
Turn the unit on. 

You should never just yank the bat- 
teries from the 100/200LX to get it back 
from oblivion. If the warm boot (press 
(RL) - AT) - GL)) does not reboot the 
machine, then use the hard reset (press 
(CR) - GHFN- GQ) and answer “No” when 
asked if you want to “Initialize RAM 
disk?” The hard reset will always work 
and does not risk data loss or put a strain 
on the backup battery like pulling the 
AA’s does. 

Remember, the Palmtop must be 
either turned off or plugged into an AC 
power pack when the main batteries are 
pulled out. In addition, do NOT remove 
the main batteries at the same time as the 
backup battery. The backup battery pro- 
vides the power to maintain RAM disk 
memory. If you take both main and back- 
up batteries out, all of your internal RAM 
memory will be erased. As added insur- 
ance, you can leave the HP Palmtop 
plugged in to the AC power supply 
while changing batteries. 


3, Changing a SRAM card battery. 
The newer Flash PC memory cards do 
not need a backup battery, but older 
SRAM PC cards do. Make sure that your 
PC Card is being powered by the 
Palmtop while you make the battery 
change or you may lose all your data. 
When the PC Card is in the card slot 
and the Palmtop is switched ON, the 


card is powered from the Palmtop’s main 
cells or AC adapter if connected. 
Connecting the Palmtop to the AC 


Battery Summary Chart 


1 Higher capacity 

Can be used once (many discarded 
batteries are a source of greater pol- 
lution) 


ALKALINES 
“1 Many manufacturers 

Very inexpensive 

Available everywhere 

Gradual discharge voltage curve 

Easy to predict percent used and 

available capacity 


voou 


LITHIUMS 
High capacity (2-3 times alkalines) 
Expensive 

Only one manufacturer 

Limited availability 

Flat voltage discharge curve with 
sudden drop off 
Long shelf life 
Perform well in cold 


oo 


oo ooo 


main batteries 

May be recharged and re-used more 
than 500 times (fewer discarded bat- 
teries, less pollution) 

O Flat discharge curve with sudden 
drop off 

1 Require a charger 


NICKEL CADMIUM 

G Available in most stores which have 
a large battery selection 

Contain cadmium which is a disposal 

problem 

Most can exhibit “memory effect” 

Low internal resistance which allows 

high current draw 

Not very expensive 

Some models may be quickly 

charged 


ea | a a a 


NICKEL-METAL HYDRIDE 
O Higher capacity than NiCd’s (up to 2 
times) 
OV No memory effect 
Q Expensive 
Q Limited availability 


RECHARGEABLE ALKALINE 
QO _Long shelf life after charge 

4 100/200LX built-in battery monitoring 
software set to alkaline and should 
work with these 

1 Limited number of times you can 

recharge 

Need special recharger 
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Knowledge Products From Thaddeus 


The HP Palmtop Paper 
“The HP Palmtop Paper has saved me countless hours of frustration” 


— Steve Mitchell 


Subscribe today and receive each year: 
* 6 issues of The HP Palmtop Paper * Bonus issue: PC Card Review (Each Fall) 
* Bonus issue: Best Palmtop Tips (Each Spring) * Subscriber PowerDisk (Each Fall) 


subseribet 


Powe 


Order back issues of The HP Palmtop Paper while they last 


Like the HP Palmtop? There’s plenty of useful information already published. HP 

95LX users will especially benefit from thirteen 1991-93 issues, and HP 100LX and HP 
™ — 200LX users will appreciate the eighteen 1994-96 issues. Included is a Subscriber 

The HP Palmtop Paper PowerDisk for each year. 


Interested in Microsoft's new Windows CE operating system? What better way to stay 
on top of it than with a magazine from the publishers of The HP Palmtop Paper? 


Why wait? Our money-back guarantee lets you subscribe with confidence! 


Subscription includes: * 6 bi-monthly issues, 2 Special Reports (Handheld PC 
Magazine’s Annual Windows CE Buyer’s Guide & 12 Important Things Every 
Handheld PC User Should Know) * Handheld PC Magazine’s Goodies Disk 

Special pricing until 3-31-97. First Issue: June ‘97 


The HP Palmtop Paper On Disk © 
Get all the great freeware and shareware you read about in each issue 
of The HP Palmtop Paper. 


This invaluable supplement to The HP Palmtop Paper also contains detailed informa- 
tion from advertisers plus the full text of The HP Palmtop Paper for text search. 


“Best Tips On Disk” comes free with The HP 

Palmtop Paper On Disk subscription , . 

PLUS: Each year we compile the best palmtop tips and the best freeware and share- 
ware and put it on two 1.44 Meg floppy disks. Included FREE with your The HP 


Palmtop Paper On Disk subscription, or can be purchased separately. 


Thaddeus 
Computing INc. 


Publisher: The HP Palmtop Paper and Handheld PC Magazine 
110 North Court, Fairfield, LA 52556 
800-373-6114 * 515-472-6330 


Fax: 515-472-1879 * E-Mail: orders@thaddeus.com continued on page 4 


MAIL IN CARD OR FAX TO 515-472-1879 


or Call 515-472-6330 * 800-373-6114 or E-mail: orders@thaddeus.com 


Risk Free 30-Day 
Money Back 
Guarantee 

If within 30 days you are dissatisfied with 
any product for any reason, you may 
return it for a full refund. If at any time 


eason 


tion, inform us 2 send you a full 
refund on the unused portion. 


wel 


4 supplement NOT a 
subscription. Sub: 
Tips On Disk Free 
“ Recommended for all HP Palmtop users 
especially HP 95LX owners 
3 Recommended for all HP Palmtop users 
especially HP 100LX and HP 200LX owners 
* Free with Palmtop Paper On Disk 
Subscription 
? Includes 6 regular is 
Subscribers Power Disk 
° While supplies last 
Book comes 
ware disk wher 
Thaddeus Com 
8 Regularly $12 
existing CD 
Special Bonus 
the following 
(1) PC in Your Pock 
of DOS and Lo 
(3) The HP Palmto; 
Jan/Feb ‘97 (51 ne 
(4) Best Tips ON 
bonuses and ac 
available with p 
Special prices u 
Regularly $34.95 / lyear, $59.95 / 2 year 


includes Best 


sues each year plus 


HP Palmtop Paper On Disk. HP Palmtop Paper, 
Handheld PC Magazine 
|__| US. |Canada/Mexico | Qutside N: America| 


2 year | N/C $12.00 $36.00 
I year | N/C $6.00 $18.00 
Back Issues and Knowledge Products: 


SAVE ON SHIPPING: 
SAME PRICE 1 OR MORE PRODUCTS: 


$5 $12 


European Customers 
GERMANY (W & W Software Products) 
Phone: 49 341 221 9231 Fax: 49 341 221 9233 


THE NETHERLANDS (ELDATA) 
Fax: 31 20 632 5111 


Phone: 31 20 636 0901 
EASTERN EUROPEAN (Moravia Consulting) 


Phone: 425576206 Fax: 425576 434 


1 
HP Palmtop Paper 
2 Year (Choose One) Start with: Current Issue ___ Jan/Feb 1997 $69.00  — 
S| 1 Year 39.00 
= HP Palmtop Paper On Disk’ QZ 
A, Frinces, = 
= Year (Choose One) Start with: Current Issue ___Jan/Feb 1997___ | 159.00 
2 1 Year 99.95 
& | Handheld PC Magazine é 
PHC cer j 
+———— First Issue: June 199 
1 Year 29.95 Eas = | 
HP Palmtop Paper 1991-93 back issues °° ° 60.00 


: 


HP Palmtop Paper 1994-96 back issues °° ° 
HP Palmtop Paper 1996 back issues 
HP Palmtop Paper On Disk ’: 
1996 Best Tips On Disk * 
Single Issue On Disk (Vol__ No_) 
On Disk 1991-93 Back Issues * 
On Disk 1994-96 Back Issues ° 
On Disk 1996 Back Issues ° ew) 
1997 HP Palmtop Paper’s CD InfoBase * 
UPGRADE: If you purchased 1996 CD 
Bonus with CD purchase (check one) 


Issues 
é| Re | 
= : 
a} 


Back 
Labadacsbadalabecdabsctbadalsalulacteccdeset/ausfll 


Pee. 


CJ PC In Your Pocket ©) DOS & Lotus 1-2-3 MicroREF manuals Poe | 
CZ HP Palmtop Paper ON DISK Jan/Feb ‘97 _C) Best Tips ON DISK ‘97 Ss 


Select all four with CD purchase 39.95 
SDK: HP 100/200LX Developer's Guide 79.00 
MICROREF Quick Ref Guide Lotus 123 14.95 
MICROREF Quick Ref Guide DOS Ver 5 14.95 
MICROREF Quick Ref Guides: Both Lotus 123 & Dos 5 25.00 
BOOK: PC in Your Pocket 19.95 


Knowledge Products 


Iowa residents add 5% tax 
Shipping & Handling (see box at side) 
TOTAL 


METHOD OF PAYMENT: 
Check or Money Order payable to “Thaddeus Computing INC.” 
CJ MasterCard CI VISA (CJAmEx JC Check 
Credit Card #: 
Exp. Date: 


(US. funds drawn on U.S. bank) 


Cardholder Signature 


SHIP TO: 
Name 


Company 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Country E-Mail 


Phone Fax SCETT 


| | | No POSTAGE 


UNITED STATES 


Business Reply Mail 


FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 1047 FAIRFIELD, IA 


Postage will be paid by addressee 


HP PALMTOP PAPER 


Thaddeus Computing, INC. 
110 North Court 
Fairfield, [A 52556-9971 


VabadecsdababadecdatsatDacdadecdadsclaselecel Decl 
es °e SUOLIJGIAISGNS | SaNss] YI { SJINpOsd aspajnouy | Ww S&S WDM AS4SCE 


adapter disables the auto-shutoff feature 
and gives you all the time you need to 
change the battery. 

If you don’t have access to AC power 
when you need to change the battery, 
you have three minutes before the 
Palmtop powers down and cuts the 
power to your card. You can press a key 
every minute or so to keep the Palmtop 
from powering down. You can also dis- 
able the auto-timeout by using BUDDY 
2.1A i, or TIMEOUT.COM i. 

Slide the lock lever at the end of the 
card to the unlock position and remove 
the little battery tray. Pop the battery out 
and replace it with the proper back up 
battery (a 3-volt CR-2025 coin cell for HP 
cards). Make sure the positive (+) side of 
the battery is sitting up in the tray. For 
more on changing card batteries, check 
your User’s Guide. 


4 NiCds best rechargeable solution. 
The best solution for rechargeables 
would probably be the Radio Shack Hi 
Capacity NiCd batteries. They can be 
charged right inside the 100/200LX. 
There is a somewhat higher initial cost 
for the batteries, but in the long run that 
will pay off because there can be hun- 
dreds of charge/discharge cycles for a 
single pair of batteries. 


5 Overnight charge once a week is 
all that’s needed. The convenience of 
the built-in charging capabilities of the 
100/200LX cannot be understated. Every 
weekend, I leave the unit plugged in 
overnight to charge the batteries. I never 
have to worry about a thing. 


6 It’s possible to charge NiMH bat- 
teries in the HP 100/200LX. I use 
NiMH (Nickel Metal Hydride) batteries 
and charge them in the HP 100/ 200LX 
using BATSET @ to set the high charge 
time to 14 hours. This gives me more 
than 20 hours of life for the HP 
100/200LX, or about a week’s usage. 


7. Battery tips for the Palmtop trav- 
eler. Here are some battery tips for 
Palmtop users who find themselves on 
the road for extended periods of time: 


O Bring extra batteries, especially if 
you'll be in out of the way places. 
Eveready’s long-life lithium AAs are 
more expensive, but last longer so you 


won't have to carry as many. 


QO Bring extra backup batteries. The 
coin-sized backup battery (3-volt 
CR2032) is more difficult to purchase 
abroad than the main AA batteries. It’s 
supposed to last ten months, but if your 
main batteries die, you can drain it fast. 


Consider rechargeable AA main bat- 
teries and a solar-powered recharger. 
This is especially advisable if you are in 
really primitive conditions away from 
electrical outlets. Solar chargers are avail- 
able from a number of sources, including 
CampMor (201-445-5000). Bring an extra 
set of NiCd AAs and keep one set charg- 
ing all the time. Bring some regular AA’s 
just in case you run out of sun. 


8. Cold kills Palmtop batteries. 
Don’t leave your Palmtop out in the cold 
for extended periods of time. One user 
left his Palmtop out in the glove com- 
partment of his car on a cold, below- 
freezing weekend. The next time he tried 
to turn the Palmtop on, he got a faint 
screen, warnings of low main batteries 
and low backup battery, and discovered 
that the C drive was erased, but the files 
on his PC Card were untouched. 
Fortunately, he backed up his files daily 
and was able to re-install everything 
quickly. 

Lithium batteries generally perform 
very well in the cold, that is why they are 
used in flashlights for winter camping 
trips. The PC Card above survived 
because it used a lithium backup battery. 
The Palmtop’s backup battery is also a 
lithium, but when the main batteries 
failed the backup battery could not main- 
tain the C drive for the entire weekend. It 
might be better to use Eveready 
Hi-Energy Lithium Energizers as main 
batteries if you’re going to expose your 
Palmtop to prolonged cold. 


9. Check your 100/200LX battery 
configuration after a cold boot. The 
battery configuration (alkaline vs. NiCd) 
is reset to default (alkaline batteries) 
when you press (IR) - (HFI)-() to 
reboot. If you’re using NiCd batteries, 
the power detection circuitry will read 
the wrong battery type and give you 
inaccurate battery readings. Also, battery 
charging will be disabled. You will have 
to go into Setup, press Options Battery, 


CARD-LINK 


The easy way to transfer files between your 
palmtop and desktop 


> FAST - 80,000 Bytes/Sec 

> Easy to use - Works just like a floppy 
disk drive. 

> Convenient - plug in installation to 
your parallel printer port. 

> For both ATA flash and battery backed 
up SRAM cards. Model CL683 also 
allows use of type III hard drives. 


Model CL680 for Type I and Type II cards. 
$179.95 
Model CL683 for Type I, II and III cards. 
$189.95 
Steele Creek Technologies, Inc. 
14035 Appling Lane 
Charlotte, NC 28278 
Phone or Fax: 704-588-1780 


and select Nickel Cadmium so that you'll 
get the correct battery readings and be 
able to recharge your batteries. 


Lithium batteries 
cannot be recharged! 


Some people may try to extend the life of 
lithium and other types of non-rechar- 
gable batteries by enabling recharging in 
the Palmtop and connecting it to an AC 
adapter while using non-rechargeables. 
This is a very foolish thing to do. The 
only types of AA rechargable batteries 
that work in the Palmtops are NiMH and 
NiCad. Other types of batteries are not 
designed to be recharged. In fact, with 
Lithiums, there is a very real danger of 
explosion. Recharging any type of bat- 
tery that is not designed to be recharged 
will also eventually create a leakage 
problem that will put your computer 
(very expensive) at risk to save batteries 
(cheap). 
Beverly Howard 
CompuServe ID: [75533, 1712] 
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Built-in Applications 


AppManager 


Adding DOS or System 
Manager compliant programs 
to the HP 100/200LX using 
Application Manager 


The HP 100/200LX Applications 
Manager lets you open built-in appli- 
cations and easily add up to a total of 
38 DOS or System Manager-compliant 
applications to your 100/200LX. For 
specific instructions on adding DOS or 
System Manager-compliant programs 
to AppManager, see “adding applica- 
tions” in the index of the HP 100/ 
200LX User's Guides. There is also an 
excellent article on AppManager by 
Mark Scardina, on pages 40-43 of the 
Sep/Oct 93 issue of The HP Palmtop 
Paper. Here are a few points from that 
article: 


O Up to 38 applications can be 
launched from AppManager. Up to 21 
of these may be DOS programs. 


QO When entering the name of the 
application, precede any character in 
the Name field with the “&” symbol 
and that character becomes the launch 
key for that program. You should 
exercise care in selecting start-up char- 
acters. Many of them are already 
taken for the built-in applications and 
there appears to be no way to edit the 
Name field in a built-in application. If 
you use the same startup character in 
two or more applications, Applica- 
tions Manager starts the first applica- 
tion in the list with that letter. 


Ol If there is not enough System RAM 
specified in Setup, the program you 
add to AppManager will not launch. 
Fortunately you can add a | symbol 
(press GHFI)- &}) to the end of your 
Path line to over-ride the Setup alloca- 
tion. If you use a ¢§ without anything 
else following it, your DOS program 
will be given all available System 
RAM memory. By adding a number to 
the end, such as | 200, you can specify 
the exact amount of KBytes of System 
RAM to be given to an application. 


Determining the correct figure 
may take a bit of trial and error. Don’t 
cut it too close because some pro- 
grams behave erratically if they are 
working at the memory limit. 

[If you routinely use DOS applica- 
tions on your 100/200LX, spend some 
time to see just how much memory 
they need. Then create an application 
entry for each of them that specifies 
the right amount of RAM. Doing so 
means that you will never have more 
memory tied up in the DOS box than 
you actually need — Ted Dickens.] 


QO You can assign a start up key for 
System Manager-compliant applica- 
tions (.EXM files), however, you can- 
not edit the Key Assignment field for 
DOS applications. It will always dis- 
play Ctrl+123, the hotkey for return- 
ing to the DOS program once it has 
been launched (or going to DOS if a 
DOS program is not running). Once 
the DOS program is launched, you can 
even close AppManager to save mem- 
ory and use (IR) - (12) to go back and 
forth between the built-in applica- 
tions. 


4 You can use the Comments field for 
a short note. There are also two 
undocumented uses for this field. 


1. Include an upside down question 
mark (press @) @)) and you elimi- 
nate the “Press any key to contin- 
ue” message and return directly to 
AppManager when you exit your 
DOS program. 

2. Include an upside down exclama- 
tion point (press )- @iaj) and 
you prevent System Manager from 
interfering with DOS programs 
when they are communicating 
with the serial port. Unfortunately, 
this also eliminates your ability to 
task switch to built-in applications. 


O Icon — this field allows you to 
specify the icon displayed in 
AppManager. While an icon editor is 
not provided with the 100LX, the file 
ICON.ZIP , a freeware program, is 
available in CompuServe’s HP Hand 
Forum. 

The icon file (with an .ICO exten- 
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sion) must be in the same directory as 
the DOS program file in order for the 
icon to be displayed as a selection. 
Once the icon has been added in 
AppManager, the icon file can be 
moved or deleted. 


4 APLOAD & expands AppMan- 
ager’s Utility — AppManager has 
some limitations. Some DOS programs 
require that they be launched from a 
specific drive and directory. Others 
look best in a specific screen display 
mode. You cannot specify these para- 
meters in AppManager. 

These and other AppManager 
limitations can be addressed by creat- 
ing batch files for each application and 
launching the batch file from App- 
Manager instead of the program. 
However, batch files take up disk 
space and do not handle all variations. 
A utility called APLOAD.COM 
helps solve these problems by letting 
you pre-configure the 100/200LX to 
your DOS application’s requirements 
during the launch process. 


OU How to break AppManager’s 
additional programs barrier — 
Applications Manager will accommo- 
date up to 38 applications. However, 
since 17 of the slots are taken up by 
the built-in applications, you're left 
with 21 slots to use for your own 
applications. Even though you can’t 
have more than 21 of your applica- 
tions available in AppManager at one 
time, you can have more than one set 
of 21 applications by using more than 
one APPMGR.DAT file. 

To get another set of 21 slots in 
AppManager, you have to create, and 
manage, a duplicate APPMGR.DAT 
file and one or more new APNAME 
.LST files. (For more details see Vol.2, 
No.6, Pg.40.) 


Mark Scardina [Sysop] 
76711.732@compuserve.com 


Appt 
ToDo list priorities 


I split my ToDo list into two groups; 
Business and Personal. Business item 
priorities begin with an “A” and are 
followed by a number which desig- 
nates its importance in relation to other 
Business items (i.e., Al - Most impor- 


Call ‘Tyler’ for a free copy of 
this 76 page catalog ! 


— Dynasys’ 


LOWEST PRICES IN THE INDUSTRY 


“Become a Dynasys dealer”? ...’tyier’ 


DYNAX : 
BARCODE SCANNERS HAND - HELDS 2001 We are not Just an 
PSC = =RCON i “c ” 
PSC PERCON PERC List sal ID Warehouse 
| S spectra Pyscs | symbol ‘ TopGun Laser option 795 $596.25 
F Ee going 190 $ 14028 ii =z We are a complete 
Lasers i Sell | RANGER Newf 1295 $971.25 
SnapShot eck 695 $ 347.50 _ ee Nothing rr TECHNICAL CENTER 
QuickScan 6000 *r* 645 $ 322.50 Did you know 
PSC 5310HP 1095 $ 596.78 | APEX II 128K 795 $596.25 | -- Comes between me and my y see 
PSC 5310IP 1195 $ 648.89 § APEX Il Laser opt. 895 $671.25 iii Dynasys manufactures 
SP 400 1130 $ 621.50 = = 3 
Ls 2000Mx 4195 $ 547.50 P siiloint over 75 different products 
ES, $200) 2 1245 $ 622.50 § organiser Il XP 275 $ 206.25 ...'Brooke-Tyler' 
. ae = Kit poss hat Psion HC110-AL 995 $746.25 
rojection . Series 3A 256K 475 $356.25 
WorkAbout 256K 695 $521.25 WHY PA VA MORE !? 


D: 5 « Power house 16 bit processor 
oe i 05 con ,DENSEI + 128K, upgrade to 1 Meg 

re 3 eli Ipha & ‘ic k id 
BCH-5142 475 $225.00 sad aes aati leat aa i 


CCD Kbd Wedge 495 $198.00 


| @ Picts WK « DynaTrax software included 
Wands icon Welch Allyn + Integrated Top Shot laser ~ : 
A + Optional internal modem 
Your Choice 145 $ 75.00 SMT MANUFACTURING 


. RS232 & barcode ports 
« Fully programmable 
- Built in BASIC interpreter 


. Program generator available 


Wedges COMPSEE OVIABOUT an List Sell Dynasys’ Engineering 
Turbo | Wedge Tien 210 $ 126.00 DYNAX 2001 128K 795 $ 556.50 has helped develop over 100 special 
fon a Zo = oes Tie’ for the Bing Top Shot Laser opt. 895 $581.75 products for major corporations 

‘onnector i ; R Y I 325 195.00 : 
Quicklink 390 $ 234.00 Psion WorkAbout wipe % anclading: 
Quickreader 475 $285.00 § adda magnetic swipe reader to + Amp « Baxter - Compsee 

3 the Psion WorkAbout and make : : ecg ons A le aa 

35. PERCON an ideal portable Point-of-Sale | DYYMASYS' is developing <ewlake Packard = Heneajiell 
adhe yao ae : Lig terminal with this new peripheral§/ and manufacturing a complete + Lazerdata + Nippondenso 
PowerWades 20 380 $228.00 from Dynasys family of peripheral products for + Psion + Racal « Ryder Systems 


+ U.S. Robotics + Vorad + XEC 


the DYNAX 2001. and many others 
BARCODE PRINTERS, VERIFIERS = 
DYNASYS PRODUCTS 
RIBBONS AND LABELS | Fomtnen Over 30 interfaces for Psion 
Over 10 products for Dallas Touch 
DEMAND n e 5 rac PCMCIA Bar Code Decoder Cards 
fi) ATAMAX or CyberCards and CyberKeys 
List Sell DYNAX Cyberdrive and Cybercript Keys 
Ovation 995 $ 746.25 Serial-Porter, Veri-porter 
Allegro 4495 $1121.25 Inventory/Ship/Rec. 2895 $ 2026.50 Dynax Modems and Peripherals 
Prodigy 2195 $ 1646.25 § Inventory 995 $_ 696.50 
Prodigy Max TT 2295 $1721.25 jj Fixed Assets 1495 $1046.50 DEVELOPMENT 
Stockroom 1495 $ 1046.50 Complete Design Capability for 
ay S-300 1395 $1116.00 § Check In/Out 1995 $ 1396.50 Hardware and Software Product 
LABEL APPLICATORS A S-500 1795 $ 1436.00 § Tool Room 1995 $1396.50 Development 
APPLY 150W ae ae Ss _ ; soeege network versions also available 
ew i : MANUFACTURING 
Under $ 6000 New 170 Xi Il 5495 S$ 4396.00 a Surface Mount Technology 


Value Priced : f 


k TLP-2242 895 $716.00 Electronic and Mechanical Ass'y 
P-2242 895 $716.00 
GrafTe : : 
e ae eae eae Pp a gn OE Easiest-to-Use S/W 
Sell ®* K2000 895 $716.00 
Labeview 495 $371.28 KIROY® (2500 1098 $76.00 for DYNAX fierce pet 
from arcode to 
StrandVWare Output Technologies, BYADESIGNS | 5 PCuCA f Roe = 
Label Matrix 495 $371.25 CodeWriter, Sato, RUS, QuickCount Inv. 2.0 695 $399.00 EI 
QuickDraw Plus 259 $ 194.25 Itemizer Asset Track 695 $399.00 
Backtrack 749 $561.75 ancl Tiery weores: CribKeeper Tool 2.0 695 $399.00 


Built-in Applications 


D & A Software, Inc. 


tant; A5 - least important). Personal 
items begin with a “B” and have the 
same number system. Two repeating 
ToDos put headings in the appoint- 
ment book for each section. (The head- 
ings are listed with AO and BO priori- 
ties, respectively, so that they always 
remain at the top of the corresponding 
section. See below.) 


Alexander S. Arancio 
73024.1546@compuserve.com 


Appt Book : RICH 


eek 58 
*****BUSINESS<«*#+*-* 


The HP Patintop Paper ONLINE ® 


z Popen | save 
cer none | bout ring Bohot [back [| nro. 


ToDo List 
Tuesday December 12, 1995 


Send Lease agreement to V.Willis 


The Leaders in HP Palmtop Software Development 


Our commercial products include: 
e WWW/LLX - A Palmtop Web Browser 
¢ ABC/LX - Advanced Battery Charging program 
e VOLT/LX - Battery Monitoring program 
¢ More exciting programs coming in 1997! 


WWW/LX Visits the HP Palmtop Paper Online 


Contact D & A Software to develop and market your vertical application program. 


D & A Software, Inc. 
920 Hampshire Road, Suite A 
Westlake Village, CA 91361 
Telephone: 805-370-1088 
E-mail: info@dasoft.com 
http://www.dasoft.com 


Plus/Minus keys 
adjust Start/End times 
and ToDo priorities 


You can quickly modify the Start and 
End times of an existing appointment 
as follows. From the main Appoint- 
ments screen highlight the appoint- 
ment to modify, and press (UR). Tab 
to the Start Time field. You can key ina 
new time, or press the following key 
combinations to increase or decrease an 
existing time. 


12/11/95 1:43 pm 
“December 1995. 
Mo Tu We 


346/19 


Call A.Miller re: Lease agreement 
Fax R Sweeney re: proposal 

Call R.Hall re:Article 

Meet J.Simone re: lease modification 
Call S.Butita re: new center 

Fax W.Gibbons re:appraisal 

*x*** PERSONAL = **** 

Reschedule dentist’s appt Appointments 
Storm windows up ive you my word, c 


Ig 
Xmas presents for Famil and J 
Fix garage door Pe HANKS TO AUT 
4: 


4 6 
a1 13 
is 2a 


25 26 27 


Next Appointment 
42/44 3:88p Boiler ins 


AG 
Ai 
Ai 
Ai 
A2 
A2 
A3 
A4 
BO 
Bi 
Bi 
B2 
B4 


io over book 
INAL AD COUN 


ToDo list displaying Business and Personal priorities and section headers. 
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Press these keys accomplish this 


22 beet ales fe Rare ar increase 15 min 
fGen e 2s Ss decrease 15 min 
GIFD- @ ....... increase 1 min 
GHPI)-  ....... decrease 1 min 


You can also use the Plus/Minus keys 
in an existing ToDo’s Priority field to 
advance or decrease the priority level. 
From the ToDo List, highlight the 
ToDo to modify and press (IR). Tab 
to the Priority field and press ¢) or «) 
to adjust the priority. 


Increment time fields 


Not all of my appointments start on the 
hour, in fact most of them seem to start 
at odd times, so I have to adjust the 
start and end times in some way. An 
easy way to do this is by using the plus 
(+) and minus «) keys. Let’s use a sim- 
ple example. Say I have a dentist 
appointment at 12:45 pm. There are a 
number of ways to enter this start time, 
for one I can type 12:45pm in the start 
time field, but I always seem to make a 
mistake doing it this way and end up 
having to enter it one more time at 
least. 

Another way is to go to the 1:00pm 
time slot in the Appointment Book and 
start typing Dentist. The appointment 
book will start a new appointment for 
you and you will be typing in the 
Description field. Press (@ER) and the 
Appointment Book will go to the Start 
Time which has 1:00pm in it. If I press 
the minus @ key, the time will 
decrease by 15 minutes and I will have 
the correct starting time for the dentist 
appointment. If I want to increment the 
time by one minute increments, I use 
the GIFT) and the plus ) or minus € 
keys. This works on any Palmtop 
DataBase file that has a time field in it. 


Tom Gibson 
Technical Editor, The HP Palmtop Paper 
tom_gibson@thaddeus.com 


Speed up 
Appointment Book 


I did a little research and discovered 
that the culprits causing a slow 
Appointment Book on the 100/200LX 
are repeating appointments and 
carry-forward ToDos. I speed my 


Introducing the hand-held 
virtual office...the H¥O1000" 


was 


All in one... 
On the go but need to stay in 
touch? The HVO1000 is all you 
need to send or receive encrypted 
wireless voice, electronic mail, 
facsimile, Internet and Intranet, 
two-way messaging (SMS), and 
PIM data. This all-in-one mobile 
communication center integrates 
a Nokia 2190 digital PCS/GSM 
phone with an advanced HP Omni- 
Go 700LX Communicator Plus. 


Appointment Book up by moving 

long-term ToDos into a NoteTaker 
database. 

Ed Keefe 

75300.3667@compuserve.com 


Use Appointment Book 
to do a timed 
automatic backup 


Iam using a batch file started from the 
Appointment Book to backup my files 
every night. It copies all files which 
have been changed on the C drive to 
my PC Card (drive A). The batch file 
also writes the date and time to a file to 
verify that the backup actually took 
place (it always has). I have it set to 


Data Critical Corporation ¢ 1-800-442-0645 


2733 152nd Ave. NE, Redmond, WA 98052 « Tel. 206.885.3500 » Fax 206.885.3377 » www.datacrit.com 


OmeGo 700LX- (286 RAM) 


and one for all. 

Obtain a wiring diagram off-site 
via fax...read patient ECGs away 
from the hospital...send mug shots 
to officers in the field...exchange 
e-mail and fax files...all from a 
single hand-held unit. And the de- 
tachable phone and Type II card 
slot give users the flexibility to use 
even specialized services such 
as GPS. The HVO1000: real-time, 
real-world access to remote data. 


start at 2:00 am every morning. My 
BACKUP.BAT file looks like this: 


echo off 

rem —- RUN DAILY BACKUP OF C: 
rem —- and subdirectories 

rem —- to A:\backup\full\ 


rem 
rem — Start in C:\ 

for 

cd \ 

rem —- Remove time stamp 


del a:\backup\datetime 

rem —- Complete Backup to A: 

xcopy c:*.* a:\backup\full\ /s /m /v 

rem —- When was this job done? 

date > a:\backup\datetime < a:\backup\cr.txt 
time >> a:\backup\datetime < a:\backup\cr.txt 


rem —- Return control to SYSMGR 
exit 

The file CR.TXT accessed from the 
batch file in the third-to-last line con- 
tains one carriage return. To create the 
file go into Memo, press (IER) once 
and save it as the file CR.TXT in the 
A:\BACKUP directory on the PC Card. 
Then set up BACKUP.BAT as a repeat- 
ing appointment in Appointment Book 
using the vertical bar in the description 
field: |C:\backup.bat. You will also 
need to put Q in the location field to 
suppress the “Press any key...” mes- 
sage and allow the computer to return 
to System Manager. (See pages 13-18 in 
the HP 100LX User’s Guide or page 3-15 
in the HP 200LX User’s Guide for more 
on this subject.) 

If you have problems running this, 
you might need more system memory. 
You could have Appointment Book run 
a macro that terminates all programs 
before running this backup batch file. 
Also, make sure no DOS applications 
are open before going to bed. 


Iver Erling Aarva 
70630.553@compuserve.com 


TechRAM” 
4MB Upgrade 


Attention 200LX users you can 
increase your internal RAM to a total 
of 5MBs. Some newer machines can 

actually achieve OMBs. 

Free up the PCMCIA slot for 
modem or other use! 
Pricing: 
4MB TechRAM & TechSpeed Kits...$289 installed 
4MB TechRAM Kit. ...$249 installed 

TechSpeed Kit 
Shipping not included 


Visa & Mastercard Accepted 


Warranties: 

1 year parts, 30 day money back guarantee, 90 
day palmtop warranty (Physical 
damage excluded, U.S. Only) 

Check out our web page for more 
details and latest prices. 

Quantity discounts available. 

Sorry 95LX users no memory upgrade options are 
available at this time.The use of the upgrade kits 
will void your HP warranty. 


Times2 Tech 
105 Maple Street * Maylene, AL 35114 


Email: mackb@mindspring.com 
Web: http://www.bhm.tis.net/~mack 
Phone: 205-620-1408 

Fax: 205-620-5205 


European dealer Rundel Datentechnik 
Asian dealer Times2 AsiaPac Technologies 
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Built-in Applications 


“Appointments Only” 
simplifies display 


When first using Appointment Book I 
had a few appointments spread 
throughout a 9:00-5:00 day, and 
scrolling through them was time con- 
suming and frustrating. Then I learned 
to set the appointments display to 
Appts-Only (display only those time 
slots with an appointment scheduled). 
Instead of a long list of time slots with 
many empty spaces, I can see up to 
nine appointments at a glance and 
scroll down if there are more. This lets 
me quickly look at all my appoint- 
ments and it’s easier to see at a glance 
if there are any time conflicts. 

In Appointment Book go to your 
Appointments screen and press ZOOM 
@) +Secder). You'll toggle through dis- 
playing appointments every hour, 
half-hour, 15 minutes, and appoint- 
ments only. 


Robert Roney 
Miami, FL 


Enter time 
without pressing ( 


When entering time in Appointments 
or using the Watch function, you do 
not have to enter a colon ¢¢ between 
the hour and minutes (e.g. 9:30). You 
can hit Gs) rather than colon when 
you want to enter the time (and to 
make a backslash between the elements 
of a date). You can also press #, #, 
%, 8, © or & instead of a colon. 
(The HP 200LX doesn’t recognize the 
spacebar as a substitute for the colon in 
a time field.) 

Usually, you don’t have to enter 
the punctuation at all between the hour 
and minutes on the 100/200LX. For 
9:30, just enter 930. The 100/200LX will 
put the colon in. However, if you try to 
enter 1:05 or 1:15 without a colon, the 
Palmtop assumes you meant 10:50 or 
11:50. You need to put the colon in 
here. 


Hal Goldstein 
Publisher, The HP Palmtop Paper 


Everett Kaser 
74431.1441@compuserve.com 


HP Calc 


HP Calc’s Calculator has 
alternate function keys 
on Palmtop keyboard 


In HP Cale’s Calculator mode, the bot- 
tom row of keys (Z, X, C, V, B, etc.), 
along with the L key above become 
redefined. In the calculator mode these 
keys perform the various functions 
printed in white below them. Here is a 
list of these alternative key modes and 
what they do. 


@ (square root symbol) — Calculates 
the square root of the number in the 
calculation line. For example, if you 
enter 16 in the calc line and press (Z), 
the calc line displays the square root of 
16 (=4). 


® (1/x) — Calculates the reciprocal of 
the number in the calc line. For exam- 
ple, if you enter 4 in the calc line, then 
press (X), the calc line displays .25. 


© (x><y) — Exchanges the number in 
the calc line for the result of the previ- 
ous calculation. 

If the calc line contains two num- 
bers separated by an operator (e.g. /, +, 
-, X), and you are not set up in Reverse 
Polish Notation (RPN), this function 
swaps the order of the numbers. For 
example, 3/4 changes to 4/3. 


WY (R followed by a DownArrow) — 
Enters the number from stack 1 (stack 
Y in RPN) into the calc line. 


® (LAST) — In Algebraic mode (not 
RPN), this function copies the result of 
the previous calculation into the cur- 
rent calculation. 


(STO) — Stores the number in the 
calc line to a designated register (ie., 
stores the number in the calc line to a 
number key you designate). E.g., if you 
enter 3,452.78 in the calc line, and press 
() (SI) (3), the number 3,452.78 is 
stored under the 3 key. (To call that 
number back into the calc line at any 
time, press M (RCL) @.) 


@ (RCL) — Recalls a number you 
stored previously (when you pressed 
 (STO)), from the register you stored 
it to. 
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0 (+/-) — Makes a positive number 
negative, or a negative number posi- 
tive. For example, if you press (+/-) 
while the number 118 is in the calc line, 
it changes it to -118. Pressing (+/-) a 
second time makes the number posi- 
tive again. 
Tom Gibson 
Technical Editor, HP Palmtop Paper 
tom_gibson@thaddeus.com 


Reference books on 
using HP Calc’s Solver 


HP Calc is modeled after the HP19BII 
calculator. A good resource/reference 
on using HP Calc’s Solver is An Easy 
Course in Using the HP19BII by 
Grapevine Press (800-338-4331 or 
503-754-0583). 
Fred Kaufman 
72560.36@compuserve.com 


Copy and Paste to other 
built-in applications 


Let’s say you want to copy the results 
of a calculation into a Memo letter. 
First, copy the results in the Calc line 
into memory: Press @&-(). Next go 
into Memo and position the cursor at 
the location you want the results to 
appear. Finally, paste the results in: 
Press @)- 4). 
Hal Goldstein 
Publisher, The HP Palmtop Paper 


Transfer numbers 
between HP Calc 
and Lotus 1-2-3 


If you use the copy and paste method 
described above to transfer HP Calc 
data to your Lotus 1-2-3 spreadsheet, 
the data is treated as a label (text) by 
the application. 

There is a way to move numbers 
from HP Calc into Lotus 1-2-3. First, 
make sure you have 1-2-3 open. Go back 
to HP Calc and complete your calcula- 
tion. Then press @8 (STO) Gecder) on 
the 100/200LX and you're transferred to 
Lotus. Move the cursor to the cell in 
which you want to copy the number 
and press (ENIER). The number is placed 
in your spreadsheet as a number. 


Hal Goldstein 
Publisher, HP Palmtop Paper 


Backsolving with 
Solver and 1-2-3 


Backsolving is a powerful technique 
that combines the abilities of HP Calc 
and Lotus 1-2-3 to solve problems. 
Let’s use as an example a simple alge- 
braic formula: A1+B1=C1. You can 
enter the equation A1+B1 into cell Cl 
in Lotus. When you assign numerical 
values to cells Al and B1, cell C1 will 
compute the answer. However, Lotus 
cannot backsolve. That is, once you’ve 
entered A1+B1 into cell C1, it will not 
let you assign a value to cell Al and Cl 
and solve for B1. 

You can use Solver alone to back- 
solve. For example, in the above case 
you can substitute constants for any of 
the variables. The Palmtop’s User’s 
Guides give examples of using the 
backsolving technique, including using 
HP Calc to let Lotus backsolve (see 
“Solver, backsolving” in the index of 
your HP 100/200LX User’s Guide. Also 
see Ed Keefe’s article on backsolving, 
Jan/Feb 93, page 31) . 


Rich Hall, Publications Director 
The HP Palmtop Paper 


Trans PC Card 


Universal Parallel Port 


PC Card with Parallel Port and Instant File Transfer 


Trans PC Card adds the Parallel Port making your Palmtop 
100% real PC, so now you can connect parallel devices like 
100 MB Zip, etc. and fast print to standard parallel printers. 


Programs for Instant (no installation or setup) transfer - 
synchronization and management of files between PCs are on 
the Card flash to save system memory. The Card (Type |, with 
very low power draw) upon insertion becomes drive A:. 


Programs on Card run under DOS 5.0 and Windows using 
familiar XCOPY syntax or point and shoot interface. Included 
cable (used also for connection to peripherals) allows for 
transfer between the Card in Palmtop and PC standard 
parallel port at 30 KB/sec - 60X faster than Puma’s IntelliSync. 


Trans PC Card with Trans Flex Cable, Manual, 
Quick Reference and backup disk is $149.00 


For more information and dealer nearest you please call: 


Trans Digital Corporation 
39210 State Street, Suite 105 
Fremont, CA 94538 
Tel: (510) 745-9777 * Fax: (510) 745-9937 


DiskDock’” 


Low-cost Backup or Auxiliary Storage 
System using PCMCIA Technology 
¢ Backup your Notebook or Laptop 
with a high-speed, low cost 
2-1/2” Hard Drive 
¢ Great for systems requiring 
security 
¢ Removable-portable-compact 
¢ PCMCIA to IDE interface 


PalmTop Adaptor 


External Power 

e Enables Notebooks and 
Laptops to use devices 
requiring more power, i.e. 
PCMCIA Hard Disks 


Greystone Peripherals Inc. 130-A Knowles Drive, Los Gatos, CA 95030 
Tel: 408-866-4739 Fax: 408-866-8328 


GREYSTONE 


Web Page: www.grystone.com 


E-Mail: grystone@grystone.com 


For more information call toll free: J = 89 Q-600-57 I 0 


Data Base 


(See PhoneBook & Database) 


DataComm 


(See Communications & Connectivity) 


Filer 


Filer always available; 
quitting doesn’t 
save RAM memory 


Filer is always active so that you can 
always clean up the disk, erase, move, 
or copy files and not get locked up try- 
ing to save something incredibly valu- 
able when there is no room left. You 
can always press the blue Filer key and 
tidy up. Because this is the case, quit- 
ting Filer doesn’t save RAM memory. 
There’s no real reason to quit Filer. 
PALCLF.ZIP @ contains a free 
utility for the 100/200LX that removes 
Filer from memory freeing about 50K 
of System RAM when System Manager 


is running. 
Fred Kaufman 
72560.36@compuserve.com 
Ronald Vieceli 
73310.3663@compuserve.com 


View large files in Filer 


Some text files may be too large to 
open in Memo. For example, many 
E-Text files (see Verticle Reader, page 
43) are too large to open in Memo. 
However, you can view large text files 
with Filer. In Filer place the cursor on 
the file you wish to view and press 
on the 100/200LX. 
Robert Roney 
Miami, Florida 


Finding files 
with text search 


You need to find a file quickly. You for- 
got its name, but you know it’s in the 
root directory of your A drive and con- 
tains the text, “Call now” in it. Open 
Filer and go to A:\. Then press (EN) 
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Built-in Applications 


Options Text Search. You'll get the 
Text Search box below: 


Filer Text Search box. 


Key in “call now” and press (0) (OK). 
You'll get a “Text Search Results” box 
that looks something like this: 


Current Directory: A:\ 
Text Found: call now 


In Eiles: Gears samt 
pee 


Text Search Results box. 


The smaller “In Files:” box lists all files 
that contain the text you searched for. 
Arrow down to the desired filename 
and press (8 to view the contents of 


the file. (If you’ve got Buddy 2.0 @ on 
your system, you can press ¢4 to acti- 
vate the “Text Search” box. Once 
you've found a file, you can press @ 
or (0) from the “Text Search Results” 
box to load the highlighted file into 
Memo. Once you quit Memo, you 
return to the “Text Search Results” box. 
Buddy 2.0 works on both the HP 100LX 
and 200LX.) 

The text search only looks at files 
in the current directory. If you suspect 
the desired file is in another directory 
(i.e, A:\BUSINESS), go to that directo- 
ry in Filer and perform the text search. 


Rich Hall 
Publications Director, 
The HP Palmtop Paper 


Delete the wrong file? 
Use the Filer undelete 
feature to get it back 


Everyone who has ever used a comput- 
er has deleted or erased a file only to 
find out that they really did need that 
file. This is why almost all operating 
systems and utility packages have an 


Now this top selling software 
is a D &A Software Product 


408-595-1861 4 
282-555-1823 
'S55- 


682-555-1885 
" 303-555-1 


st 
ri 945 719-SSS-1953 
[nae] Mote | Find B Clip [subset] Sort [Columns Oren | | 


Magnify 
Magnifying Lens 
Software for 

HP Palmtops 


e Magnifies area of the screen from 1x to 4x 

¢ Works with all built-in applications and 
most add-ons 

e Auto alignment feature in phone book 
makes looking up information a “SNAP” 


To Order Contact: 


Shier Systems & Software, Inc. 

920 Hampshire Rd., Suite A 

Westlake Village, CA 91361 

Phone: (805) 371-9391 Fax: (805) 371-9454 

E-mail. info@shier.com Web Site: http://www.shier.com 
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undelete utility. DOS is no exception. 
The secret behind undelete utilities is 
that when you ask DOS to delete a file, 
all it does is change the first character 
of the file’s name to a special character 
that indicates to DOS that the space the 
file is occupying is available for file 
storage. It does not write over or physi- 
cally erase the data in the file. Until 
another file is written to the same 
space, the original data is still on your 
disk. 


UNDELETING FILES 


1. Open Filer and go to the directory 
list that contains the file or directory 
you want to recover. 


2. Press (VU) File Undelete and you 
are presented with the File Undelete 
dialog box. 


3. Specify whether you want to recover 
a File, Directory, or both. You can also 
use the DOS wildcards * or ? to narrow 
down the search. Leave *.* in the 
Undelete field and press 0) and you 
are presented with a list of all the files 
that have been deleted from that direc- 


tory. 


4. Highlight the desired file and press 
(QUER) or 0) to undelete it. You are 
presented with a dialog box asking you 
to replace the first character of the 
deleted file with a new letter. Do so 
and press (ANIER) or (10). 

If the recovery was successful, 
you'll get a message telling you so. If 
the Undelete feature could not recover 
the file for any reason, that message 
will be displayed. 


Chuck Christenson 
76702.432@compuserve.com 
Daniel Legendre 
100572.3340@compuserve.com 


Lotus 1-2-3 


Inexpensive, easy-to-use 
1-2-3 and DOS reference 
guides 


Over the past year we have received 
lots of mail from HP Palmtop users 
complaining about the lack of 1-2-3 and 
DOS reference material in the HP 
100/200LX manuals. Recently we had 
the opportunity to purchase a large 


number of Lotus 1-2-3 Ver.2.4 and DOS 
5.0 MICROREF Quick Reference Guides. I 
found these guides complete and 
exceptionally easy to use — suitable for 
the entire range of users from novice to 
pro. They are obviously well thought 
out and designed by education profes- 
sionals. These guides feature: 


1 Comprehensive command coverage. 
U1 Step-by-step outlines of procedures. 
(1 Numerous examples & illustrations. 
O Spiral bound pages lie flat, turn easily. 
(4 Graphic tabs, fast access to sections. 
G1 Convenient pocket size travel with you. 
O Cross referenced index to locate sub- 
jects fast . 
1 Glossary of terms with command 
summary. 
Hal Goldstein 
HP Palmtop Paper 


[To purchase reference guides, see 
our centerfold advertisement.] 


Memo 


Changing and saving 
tabs in Memo 


The tab settings in Memo are only 
stored with FORMATTED files. If all 
you’ve typed in is ASCII text (no 
BOLD, UNDERLINE, OUTLINES, etc.), 
then changes you make to the tab set- 
tings are not carried forward. The easi- 
est way to carry forward tab changes is 
to make them and then force the Memo 
document to be formatted by pressing 
@) twice. The first time turns BOLD 
on, the second time turns it back off 
(doing nothing, except setting the 
Formatted flag). Then, when you save 
the document, the tab settings will be 
saved with it. 


Everett Kaser 
74431.1441@compuserve.com 


You can also create a system macro to 

open Memo and set the tabs the way 
you like them. 

Bob Russell 

71571.3072@compuserve.com 


Deleting large blocks 
of text quickly 


You can delete from the cursor position 
to the end of a document in Memo (or 
in any Note field) quickly and easily. 


Finally, true data Syctronization 
between your HP Palmtop and your PC. 


IntelliSyne ¢.,.. the HE 200LX 


Y Full synchronization or data transfer with a 
wide range of popular PC applications: 


Microsoft Schedule+ 7.0, 7.0a 
Lotus Organizer 2.1 

NetManage ECCO 3.03 
Goldmine 

Sidekick 95 

Sidekick for Windows 1.0, 2.0 
Day-Timer Organizer 2.0, 2.1 
Now Up-to-Date for Windows 1.5 


Backup and Restore functions 


200LX and your PC 


Tg 


rice: $6599 FREE connectin is 
included ($2 


Maintain up-to-date information on your HP 


Runs under Windows 95, Windows NT, 
Windows for Workgroups, and Windows 3.1 


PC serial cable 
00 value)! 


Import and Export to more applications! 

Import to the HP 200LX from popular PDAs and palmtops 
Automatically resolve conflicts between the HP 200LX and your PC 
Keep important information safe with built-in 


Call to order today! 


PuM< 


EXC 6-6-7621: 


2940 N. First St. 

San Jose, CA 95117 
Tel: (800) 248-2795 
Fax: (802) 658-3991 

http://www.pumatech.com 


All company and product names are trademarks of their respective companies. Features listed here are correct at time of press, but subject to change without notice, 


1. Move the cursor to the beginning of 
the block you want to delete and press 
@if) . Then hold down CR) and ®& 
and press Ridt®an) to select the text to 
the end of the document or Note field. 
(Press (ef#na) if you want to delete to 
the top of the document or Note field.) 


2. Then press (1) to delete the text. 
You can also press @)-«4 to cut the 
text to the Palmtop’s clipboard. If you 
use Cut instead of DEL, you can paste 
the text back by pressing )- (+). 


Joy Soto Kocar 
73121.3467@compuserve.com 


Spell Checking documents 
on the HP Palmtop 


I use a spell checking program which is 
the best I have ever seen for the Palm- 
top! GDSPELL Ver.3.0b (available on 
our 1997 CD InfoBase) is a fast, easy 
spell checker. It includes a fast dictio- 
nary for the quick lookup of about 
20,000 common words, and an auxil- 


iary dictionary of another 85,000 less 
common words. GDSPELL allows you 
to build your own auxiliary (AUXD 
dictionary of words you commonly 
use. 

I use GDSPELL together with 
MF.EXE fi. MF.EXE is a small utility 


Two-Wa 
Conversational Translator- 
For 14 Languages! 


You can’t translate a foreign document with Entente, but 
you can do everything else: talk to foreigners and under- 
stand their replies, discuss even complex issues, print infor- 
mal translations or send them as e-mail. Entente uses no 
plurals nor conjugated verbs, so translations often sound 
funny, but the system is easy, understandable, and accurate. 
Ask WHERE IS..., and get the translated reply THE SHOP OF 
COMPUTER BE NEAR OF THE BIG CHURCH. Get informa- 


tion you need. Talk to the whole world! 


1. Entente - English to & from any language below: $79.95 

(all prices postpaid.) 

2. Entente II - Any language to & from any other, e.g.. 

Russian to French, w/ 2 languages: $99.95 

3. Additional languages @$39.95: Arabic, Chinese, 

English, French, German, Hungarian, Italian, Japanese, 

Korean, Polish, Portuguese, Russian, Serbo-Croatian, Spanish. 
For HP 100/200LX or VGA computers. 


Entente 


1441 Mariposa Avenue, Boulder CO 80302 
800-409-1701 
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Built-in Applications 


SPELL CHECK --A:\FAMILY.DOC —————_} 
find this is only for the 3rd sister to say nothing for the broth 


Spell Check Complete 


File Name > ASNPAMILY.DOC 
File Size : 139 Bytes 
File Date : 89789796 
File Time 2 9:S9Ae 


Bad Words 

Corrections 
Total Lines 
Total Words 


RAM Free 
Disk Free 


GDSPELL screen showing information 
about the file just spell checked. 


that loads the last file you edited in 
Memo. I put GDSPELL in a directory I 
set up as A:\GDSPELL, then made a 
batch file (MEMOCHK.BAT) that I can 
run from an icon in Applications Man- 
ager. The batch file opens the last docu- 
ment I had open in Memo, and spell 
checks it. The batch file contains the 
following line: 


A:\GDSPELL\MF SPELL \M 


I added MEMOCHK.BAT to my 
Application Manager as follows: 


Name: SpellChk 

Path: A:\GDSPELL\MEMOCHK.BAT | 320 
Comments: (I entered an upside down 
question mark here by pressing @) @) 
Icon: (I added an Icon.) 


After I have typed and saved a Memo 
document, I start the spell checker 
from the Application Manager. GD- 
SPELL checks my documents with a 
speed which I have never seen before 
on a Palmtop spell checker. 


Jorgen Wallgren 
jorgen@palmtop.net 


The HP Palmtops do not have built-in 
spelling checkers. Because of this, 
many users create documents in Memo 
on the Palmtop and then transfer them 
to a full-featured word processor on 
their desktop PC to spell check and for- 
mat. However, there are some spell 
checker and thesaurus programs that 
will work on the HP Palmtop. 


] VDE & — a small shareware word 
processing program. When you regis- 
ter VDE you get an additional module 
that lets you spell check. (Please see 
Shareware/ Freeware index, page 48, 
for more information.) 


1 WordPerfect 4.2 and 5.1 — these are 
older versions of one of the most popu- 
lar full-featured word processing pro- 
grams ever. They have spell checkers 
and thesaurus programs. Both versions 
should work on the 100/200LX, but the 
necessary WP 5.1 files take up a bit of 
space. The spell checker in WP 5.1 runs 
as a separate application, without the 
WordPerfect word processing program 
loaded. 

These are no longer sold but some 
offices still have them. 


O) SHSPELL.ZIP @ — contains an 
interactive stand-alone text file spell 
checker. It displays the text file as it 
checks it for spelling errors, giving you 
the options of replacing a word from a 
list, manually correcting it, adding the 
word to the list, marking it for later 
corrections, or ignoring it. ShareSpell 
comes with an 80,000 word dictionary 
to which you can add words. (Please 
see Shareware/ Freeware Index, page 
48, for more information.) 


Delete line in Memo 


Move the cursor to any point in the line 
you want to delete and press CIR) - GH). 


Allen Solof 
Fairfield, IA 


View and edit 
other word processor 
documents in Memo 


You can import other word processing 
documents into Memo as follows. Most 
word processing software allows you to 
save a document as a “Text” or “ASCII” 
file. (In many modern Window’s-based 
word processors, you press the File Save 
As option and select the *.TXT or DOS 
Text option.) This creates a document 
file with text only. After you save a file 
as a text file, you can copy it over to 
your 100/200LX and open it up in 
Memo and work on it. 

Likewise, most word processing 
software can open and work on text or 
ASCII files. So you can copy an unfor- 
matted Memo file you’ve been working 
on over to your desktop PC and open it 
up in your favorite word processor. 


Rich Hall, Publications Director 
The HP Palmtop Paper 
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NoteTaker 


Diary: date stamp makes 
NoteTaker into a diary 


I have several Notetaker files that I use 
as diaries for different activities. I have 
moved the columns around in the main 
NoteTaker screen to see the Title and 
Category fields, and the first eight 
characters of the Note field. 

When I want to make an entry in 
one of these diaries, I press © to add 
an entry and ®) to go to the Note field, 
where I immediately enter the date by 
pressing @)-{. I enter all follow-up 
conversations, information, notes, etc., 
in the Note field after the date. I have 
the file sorted by the Note field and 
entering the date causes the most cur- 
rent entries to be displayed first. I use 
the Title field to identify a particular 
issue, problem, project, etc. 


Siroos Afshar 
CompuServe ID: [73044,3302] 


PhoneBook and 
Database 


Finding a name and 
searching for text 
in PhoneBook 


The easiest way to find a name ina 
PhoneBook list is to start typing the 
name. The cursor will jump right to it. 
Make sure you enter your names con- 
sistently (last name first so PhoneBook 
alphabetizes them properly). Let's say 
you have entries with similar last 
names (e.g., Stanley and Stevens) and 
you want to go to Stevens. Start typing 
the name you want. After typing st, the 
cursor will rest on the first St it finds: 
Stanley. As soon as you've typed in 
ste, the cursor will jump down to 
Stevens. If you have two Stanleys and 
you want to go to the second Stanley, 
the cursor will rest on the first Stanley 
until you start typing the second 
Stanley’s first name. 

If you can’t remember someone’s 
last name and want to search by first 
name, phone number or some other 
unique word you have in one of the data 
fields, use PhoneBook’s Find feature. 

An important trick is to enter key 
words into a new PhoneBook entry, 


Futura 30 9 $ 39.95 


The SMALLEST case available now comes with a hand strap that can be 
tucked away when nof needed. Protect your palmtop with this beautiful 
zippered case, and carry if in your suit pocket. 


-Dimensions: 6.5* X 3.75" X 1.25" 
(16.5 X 9.5 X 3.2 cms) 


Futura 20 $ 43.95 


When your hands need to be 
Tee... 
Use this case on your belt or Snap your HP Palmtop in place with an optional plastic tray. Only $ 5.00 
shoulder strap and carry your 
HP Palmtop safely. Space 
provided at the bottom of the 
_— case for two spare batteries! 


_. ~Dimensions: 7.5" x 3.7" x 1.4" 
(19 x 9.4x 3.5 cms ) 


Futura50 $ 44.95 
. . This practical and small case is ideal for 
. your palmtop. It holds money, credit 

Futura 55 $ 52.95 <Q > cards, PCMCIA cards and a Mont Blanc 
The Most Complete Executive Solution for your size pen. 
OmniGos or HP Palmtops. This beautiful and -Dimensions: Futura 50: 6.88" X 4.25" X 1.50" 
practical case was specially designed for the 2 (17.5 X 10.8 X 3.8. cms ) 
Executive. It has six slots for credit cards or NS i : 
PCMCIA cards, an elastic compartment for 2 N a Snap your HP Palmtop In place with an optional 
AA batteries, can hold a wireless paging \ 5 2 plastic tray. Only $ 5.00 
receiver, and many essential traveling 
documents. It also holds one Mont Blanc size 


pen and has a hand strap that can be tucked 
away when not needed. 


-Dimensions: : : 
7.88" X 4.25" X 1.50° Fits 


(20.0 X 10.8 X 3.8 cms) 

padre ean 
Snap your HP Palmtop in . . -HP Paimtops with backup teres 
ploce with an optioned 4 ~Cassio genone Digital Assitant (2-7000) 

‘ 5 = : - -Cassi janizers 
plastic tray. Only $ 5.00 “Soro pi cade 
-Apple Newton 
-Psion series 3A and many more | 


2-AA = 
Batteries : Futura 100 $ 64.95 


Ideal for traveling and meetings. Fits 

electronic organizers, OmniGos and 

calculators. Holds many credit cards, 

PCMCIA cards, 2 pens and documents. 

A free notepad is included. Available 
in two colors - Burgundy and Black 


-Dimensions: 8* x 6" x 2° 
(20.3 x 15.2 x 5.1 cms) 


Snap your HP Palmtop in place 
with an optional plastic tray. 


Only $ 5.00 


Futura 60 $54.95 


Protect your palmtop with this small and 
beautiful dual section case. It comes 
with a notepad and a place to store 
spare batteries. It holds one pen, 
money, many credit and PCMCIA cards 


- Dimensions: 6.5" X 3.75" X 1.75° 
(16.5 X 9.5 X 4.4 cms) 
- Regular $ 60.00 


Snap your HP Palmtop in place with an optional 
plastic tray. Only $ 5.00 


Sexe g 
1-800-896-CASE ( 2273) Sees z 
30 days trial offer 


916-344-5047 
916-782-9306 If you are not completely 
In Europe: 49-7457-7773 (voice & fax) satisfied, simply return it unused 
fora full refund of your 


In Germany: 07457-7773 (voice & fax) 
Web Site: www.ebcases.com PES 


ALL PRICES PLUS SHIPPING AND HANDLING. FOR CALIFORNIA ORDERS ADD TAX 7.25 % Available 


GETTING ORGANIZED 


Here are some tips on how the HP Palmtop's Database application can help you get 
organized and stay organized. 


Organize your time by the compass, not the clock 


(Condensed from an article by Hal Goldstein. The complete article begins on page 40 
of Vol.3, No.3 of The HP Palmtop Paper.) 


I've tried many times in the past to use my HP 95LX Palmtop and then my HP 
100/200LX to organize my day. However, my ToDo lists became unmanageably long, 
and the performance of the Palmtop sluggish. Then | read Stephen Covey and Roger 
and Rebecca Merrill's new book, First Things First, and realized that the problem was- 
n't my time management methodology, but my “paradigm” or internal map of time 
management. 

Covey focuses on importance-driven rather than urgency-driven planning, where 
effectiveness (results) is emphasized, rather than efficiency (process). Doing the right 
thing is considered first, before doing things right. Leadership (direction, vision) is pri- 
mary over management. Covey presents his organizing tool, a weekly planning 
method, which has made me more effective and more efficient. The nice thing is that 
Covey's method adapts very well to the HP 100/200LX. 

| have created a custom HP 100/200LX Database (archived in COVEY.ZIP tl) 
that | use with the Appointment Book to implement the Covey weekly planning method. 
| use 100Buddy (Buddy 2.1A igi is the latest version) to link these two built-in applica- 
tions, although 100Buddy isn’t necessary. 


Database : GOALSHAL.GDB Data Item 65/13/94 3:55 pm 


Qual of life denene2.on what happens in space between stim+resp. 


Pri o> —-——_— 
© Perhaps je HiQ Med © Low b Qi @® Q2 


-Kind 
| Archivel! O De® Focus Date 4722/1994 
t-Thaddeus Note |HAVE FUN =>HAPPINESS 


O-Bus, Pers [C Sharon] Marg Rita |DO WHAT'S 
ise Old Man Rich Sol RIGHT =>PEACE 


/Enlighten Brian =) FULFILLMENT 


Thad 


ACHIEVE 


Data entry screen, 1STTHING Database. 


| have the phrase “Qual of life ...” displayed at the top of the screen. It is an abbre- 
viated form of “Quality oftife depends on what happens in the space between stimulus 
and response.” This is a core idea in First Things First. Covey’s point is that there is a 
space between the time when a stimulus reaches our senses and when we respond to 
it. This space where our personal freedom resides and where we can be proactive 
(deal with the stimulus) rather than reactive (wait until it deals with us). 

The data entry screen contains the following other elements: 


[4 Goal box — a text field where | enter the thing | want to accomplish. When | want 
to enter a new goal, | press © from the main index screen and type in my new goal. 


(4 Group Boxes — The next seven boxes help me further define what the goal is, 
how it fits into my overall picture, and how | can accomplish it. The first six of these 
fields named contain Option Buttons, which means | can only select one option within 
the box. The seventh box, “Who”, contains check boxes, allowing me to check more 
than one box. These fields are as follows: 


Role — | have different roles in life (father, CEO, publisher, etc.). This field lets me 
associate the goal with one role. 

Aspect — This field lets me specify the activity the goal is associated with, Spiritual, 
Physical, Mental or Soc/Em? (e.g., if the goal was to develop a marketing strategy, the 
Aspect would be Mental). 

Type — Type of goal. 

Pri — | specify the goal's priority (High, Middle or Low). 

QD — | specify whether the goal is in Quadrant 1 (important and urgent) or Quadrant 2 
(important but not urgent). Covey identifies two additional quadrants that | do not 
include: Quadrant 3 (urgent and not important) and Quadrant 4 (not urgent and not 
important). 

Kind — Covey defines two kinds of goals; “determinations” (Do) and “concentrations” 
(Focus). 

Who — Who will help me accomplish this goal (I check as many as | want). 


20 THE HP PALMTOP PAPER BEST PALMTOP TIPS 1997 


The rest of the fields are my own invention and not directly part of the planner Covey 
describes in his book. 


PLANNING A WEEK 

Covey sees daily planning as too myopic and urgency driven, and favors weekly plan- 
ning, which lets you schedule first that which is really important for each of your roles. | 
have a number of different subsets defined in my database, allowing me to view my 
goals in a variety of ways. For example, | can look at my goals for the week, my goals 
for each role | define, and more. | change the “Type” of any goal | select to “Weekly.” 

| select goals and transfer them over to my Appointment Book. First | schedule all 
that | can in specific time slots. | block out time in the week for the most important 
activities first. Some activities are not associated with a specific time (e.g., reading a 
book, logging on to CompuServe to check messages, etc.). | enter these in my 
Appointment Book ToDo list for automatic carry forward. When | have free time in the 
day, | check my ToDos and attend to these activities. 

When I'm finished transfering goals, | take a look at my Appointment Book’s 
Weekly view and see if I've over-packed it. If | bump a goal off my weekly appointment 
list, | change its “Type” on the database from “Weekly” back to “Perhaps” or one of the 
other options. 

The scheduling process is quite painless, even sort of fun with the help of 
100Buddy . | created a Smart Clip (named “>100-Buddy”) that consists only of the 
Goal field. | highlight an item from the index list of my Weekly subset and press @) 
® or & @. 100Buddy automatically writes the goal in the Appt or ToDo Description 
field, and pops up the calendar so | can assign the date. | then tab to the time field and 
key in a time, or delete the time to make the goal an Event for the day. You could do 
this process manually, or develop system macros to assist you. 


Custom Database tracks Todos 


(Note. This tip was condensed from an article by Al Harrington, beginning on page 42 
of Vol.3, No.6, of The HP Palmtop Paper. 


| have to track a lot of ToDos and find the Appointment Book’s ToDo feature limit- 
ed and slow for my purposes. To overcome this, | have created a custom database to 
make it easier to manage my large ToDo list. 

The Data Item entry screen is displayed below: 


11/13/94 5:47 pm 


iDatabase: TODO Data Item 


__Tedo Item 


Business = —H 


Item 


Category Braoritae 5 Sed 


Dates: Start 1171171994 —§ End 1172571994 — 
0D Completed 


Notes setup on line accounts for project personel 
either cis aol or interne 


ToDo database, Individual Item view. 


The structure of TODO.GDB is quite simple. 


Item — The name of the ToDo. 

Category — This field is used to organize the different types of ToDos | have. 

Priority — Contains a number to designate the importance of the ToDo. 

Start — The date to start the ToDo. 

End — The expected completion date for the ToDo. 

Completed — A check box to mark the ToDo as completed. 

Notes — Used for storing various bits of information relating to the ToDo. Also used to 
schedule appointments and meetings. 


Before | start a particular activity (for example, before a class begins) | select the subset 
for the activity and review the items. | have found out that it is sometimes useful to do this 
well in advance of the activity. For example, before | head off to a meeting | load the 
“Meetings” subset to see if there is anything | need to bring to the meeting. Several times 
during the day | review the urgent tasks and if | happen to have a “slow” period | review 
non-urgent tasks. This database is a basic tool that can be used with a variety of time 
management systems. By modifying the subsets and categories you can customize the 
Todo database to tailor your particular method of time management. 


especially when you are entering a new 
acquaintance whose name could be 
easily forgotten. Suppose you just 
made a new business contact with a 
gentleman that trades in coins, and 
who has a beard. In the Note field you 
could type the words coin and beard to 
remind you of the individual. 

Six months later when you want 
to recall the gentleman’s name, you 
might remember he had a beard or that 
he sold coins. You could do a Find on 
coin or beard. 


SEARCHING FOR TEXT 
Press @ and key in the word, number, 
or phrase for which you are searching. 
Press @) again and PhoneBook will 
jump down to the next occurrence of 
that word. Press ®) and it will move 
backward to the previous occurrence. 
If nothing is found, it will beep and 
display “Text not found.” The Find fea- 
ture is also available in Appointment 
Book, Database, NoteTaker, World- 

Time, and Memo. 

Rich Hall 
Publications Director 
HP Palmtop Paper 


Selecting 
multiple records 


Suppose you want to execute a com- 
mand for several phone records at 
once, such as to export them to a new 
file. How do you select multiple 
records so that you don’t have to 
repeat the command for each one? 
Highlight and press Geer) for 
each record you want the command to 
operate on. (Pressing Gader) again de- 
selects the record.) Try pressing (Gift) - 
Gaede) a couple of times to select and 
de-select all records. Then try GiFD- 
(Guay or GIF) - Gano) to select and 
move the cursor at the same time. 
Multiple selections work in the 
PhoneBook, Database, NoteTaker, 
WorldTime, and Filer, but not in 
Appointment Book. 
Rich Hall 
Publications Director 
HP Palmtop Paper 


Print Database files to an 
ASCII comma delimited file 


Sometimes I need to print records from 
the built-in applications, in a certain 


order, to an ASCII comma delimited 
file that I can then import into another 
program. This can be easily done on 
the Palmtop. 

Start the application you want. 
Press © (Clip), then  -Define. In the 
Define Smart Clip screen, designate 
which fields you want in the ASCII file. 
To do this, enter a set of quotation 
marks, then press ® (Field). You get 
the Define Field dialog box. Use the 
arrow keys to highlight the first field 
you want, and press (IR). The define 
Smart Clip screen will now look like 
this: 


“>Field< 


(The arrows are added by the Smart 
Clip). Now enter another quotation 
mark, a comma and another quotation 
mark. Repeat the procedure by press- 
ing ©) (Field), adding the next field, 
then another set of “,”. Do this until 
you have all the fields you want in 
your file in the correct order. The final 
screen will look something like this: 


no yo no 


>Address<”,”>Cust No<”, 


>Phone<” 


“>Name<”, 
>City<”,” 


T™  QUICK/LX learns the words you type most 
often, then suggests them after you type just 
a few characters. The suggestions are 
displayed in a box on the screen. You can 
ignore the suggestion and keep on typing, or 
accept it with the press of a single key, and 
QUICK/LX will finish the word. QUICK/LX can 


Your Dalatep Access to the World™ 


Now you can have the world of electronic communi- 

cations in the palm of your hand with acCIS™ and 

CompuServe’. acCIS automatically uploads and 

downloads messages quickly. You can read 

and write messages off line, saving on 

connect charges and phone bills. acCISis €< 

the only CompuServe access program that is “SS 

designed specifically for your HP Palmtop com- 

puter. By using acCIS to join the HPHAND forum on 

CompuServe you can correspond directly with Palmtop 

experts and programmers from around the world and easily download 
software directly to your Palmtop. In addition to the Palmtop version, 
you get a copy of acCIS for your desktop or laptop PC at no extra cost. 


also be used to correct your most common 
fs) typos! QUICK/LX works in 

Lei programs under the System 
Manager and in text-mode DOS 
applications. QUICK/LX can 
even be used to enter Macros 
that work in both the System 
Manager and DOS (unlike the 
built-in System Macros.) 
QUICK/LX also comes with a 
DOS version for your desktop 
computer. 


QUICK/LX: $39 
Now E-Mail & pie is Wireless & Effortless! 


With the Personal Messenger 100D 
CROCE ee PC Card from Motorola and the Ardis 
——* - —— and RadioMail services, you are free 
: to roam around the country and still 
stay in touch! 
You can send faxes and have full 
.. two-way E-Mail capability all 
without wires, access numbers, 1 H 
special setup strings, long RadioMail 
distance or roaming charges. 


~ + 
This is an exXiresle of the use of QUICK/LX. 
To accept the suggested word, press the “cursor-right” key. 


poe box to the right of the 


the suggestion when 
tupe the characters sopf§histicated 


‘Suggestion made by 
Example of using QUICK/LX in MEMO 
[vere | Bota Junderinf Find Brndazey|ren 


cE 


a 


sekorsyaese 


ABC/LX adds intelligence to battery charging in the HP Palmtop, 
plus it provides excellent information about battery conditions and 
charging. With ABC/LX you can simply forget about your batteries! 


SHIER Systems & Software, Inc. 
920 Hampshire Road, Suite A 
Westlake Village, CA 91361 
Phone: 805-371-9391 

Fax: 805-371-9454 

CIS: [74777,2477] 


Call for our latest / 
CATALOG of 


Palmtop products Telephone CordCard - Only $7.95 


Also available from SHIER Systems & Software: 

Custom cables to connect your HP Palmtop Computer to a wide variety of serial 
peripherals. Examples include: Pocket modems, serial printers (including the 
Citizen PN60 and Pentax PocketJet.) Prices start at $35 - call for details. 


TPAeil CS, CSc 


Visit us on the "Web" @: http://www.shier.com 
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Built-in Applications 


Name, Address, etc., are only examples. 
You will have your own field names 
depending on which application you 
are in and what fields you have set up. 

When you are done, press (0) 
(OK) and name the Smart Clip. Press 
(0) (OK), then 0) (OK) again to 
return to the database. You have creat- 
ed a Smart Clip template for your 
ASCII comma delimited file. 

To print the file, press (MW) File 
Print. Select what you want to print, 
either Selected Items or All Items, 
using the Arrow Keys. In the Style sec- 
tion, select Custom, tab to the “1 Item 
Per Page” check box and use Gaz} to 
select or deselect it. Tab to the pull- 
down box and select the Smart Clip 
you just created. Press @ File to select 
to print to a file, then press GER) (OK). 
Give the file a complete path and 
name,for example, C:\_DAT\MYFILE 
.ASC. The file can now be imported 
into almost any database, word proces- 
sor or label program. 


Carl Merkle 
73564.2461@compuserve.com 
Tom Gibson 
tom_gibson@thaddeus.com 


Use Cut and Paste to copy 
entire Phone/Database item 
to Memo or other application 


You can Copy or Cut items from 
PhoneBook or any 100/200LX database 
application. 

Open PhoneBook, or any database 
application including Appointment 
Book, Database, NoteTaker, World- 
Time. In the main list screen highlight 
the desired item and press &) - & (Cut) 
or @)-© (Copy). Then move to Memo 
and press @)- (+) (PASTE) and the 
entire database item, including the field 
labels, will be copied to the Memo file. 


Rich Hall 
Publications Director 
The HP Palmtop Paper 


Rules of thumb for setting 
up HP 100/200LX databases 


There are a certain number of rules of 
thumb that you can use in setting up a 
database on the 100/200LX: 


1. Make the field you use the most the 
first field of the index. Structure the data 


in this field so that the first character is 
more discriminant than the second and 
so forth. For example in PhoneBook you 
want the last names first. 


2. Use subsets to simplify and speed up 
the search process. 


3. Define your subsets using the 
Categories field to make your subset- 
ting fast. Don’t use * value unless you 
must. (* value tells the subset to find 
any field that contains “value”. See 
“SSL” in the 100/200LX User’s Guide 
index.) 


4. The Note field is a good catch all, but 
doing searches for information in it 
slows things down. Create data fields 
for your important data and search on 
those fields, not the Note field. 


5. If you have to do searches in fields, 
use the “exact match” or the “anything 
that starts with...” options. They are 
much faster than the “anything that con- 
tains...” option. Above all, experiment. 


Christophe J. Cremault 
74750.357@compuserve.com 


Customize the fields in 
the PhoneBook 


Close the PhoneBook and open the 
Database manager. Press @W) File 
Open and open the PHONE .PDB file 
(the file formats are the same for the 
DataBase manager and PhoneBook, 
only the file extension is changed). 
Now press (MU) File Modify Database 
to add/subtract/move fields to your 
heart’s content. Quit DataBase, start 
PhoneBook and open PHONE.PDB if 
necessary. 

Be aware that other software reads 
PhoneBook .PDB files (e.g., the 
Xlate/Merge feature of the 
Connectivity Pack software). Some of 
these programs expect to see an un- 
modified .PDB file. If you plan to use 
the Xlate/Merge feature, don’t use the 
above trick to modify your PhoneBook 
— it won’t work properly. If you use 
other software programs with your 
.PDB file, test out the modified version 
to see if the program works properly. 


from Palmtop.FAQ file 
published Jan/Feb 1996 
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Find items fast in 
PhoneBook and 
DataBase: Use subsets 


The 100/200LX lets you define and 
select many different subsets of the 
same PhoneBook (or any database). 
Let’s say you want to create a subset 
listing of every reference to the area 
code 206 in your PhoneBook. You have 
also entered all area codes in brackets 
to distinguish them from other num- 
bers. From the All PhoneBook Items 
screen press € (Subset) ® (Define). 
You are presented with the Define 
Subset screen. 

In the Name field type *(206) and 
press (10) (OK). Give the Subset a 
name (e.g., Area Code 206) and press 
(NER). Then, with Area Code 206 high- 
lighted, press (ER) once more. All the 
records that have (206) in any field will 
be displayed. 

If you don’t use the asterisk before 
the selection criteria, the Subset will 
select only those records with the selec- 
tion criteria in the Name field. The 
asterisk tells the 100/200LX to look for 
(206) in any field. 

Robert Roney 
Miami, Florida 


200LX DataCard 


The DataCard (the index card that ap- 
pears on the right side of your screen in 
Phone Book) is really only a Smart Clip 
of the information in a data record. 
You can edit the existing definition of 
the DataCard Smart Clip. To do this: © 


1. At the All Phone Book Items screen 
press ®) (Clip). 


2. At the Smart Clip screen, use the 
ArrowKeys to highlight “DataCard,” 
then press @q) (Edit). 


3. Re-arrange the fields to your liking 
by cutting and pasting. (To add a field 
not listed, press (2) (Field), use the 
ArrowKeys to highlight the field you 
want to add, then press 0) (OK). 

You can add lines between your 
entries by placing a dash § (for a thin 
line) or an equal sign () (for a thick 
line) between lines at the Edit Smart 
Clip Definition screen. If you put the 6 
or ©) at the end of a line containing a 
field, it will show up only as the char- 
acter it is and will not create a line. 


are 


ey ~~>~ 
=> . 


¢ High performance, low power. 
* Plug and play, no drivers required. 
¢ Rugged, reliable and durable. 


| AF3008-P — chat 
| AF3012-P 12 


AF3020-P 
‘AF3032-P 


_AF3040-P 


$179.00 | 


$279. 00 | 


32MB $399.00 | | 
40MB $499.00 | 
64MB | 


= ~ (Capacities < are uncompressed) 


Also available: SRAM, Flash, MTP MASKROM, 
PC Card Drive, Fax/Modem, LAN and more. 


Pretec Electronics Corp. 
(510)-440-8514 
http://www.pretec.com 


4. When you are done, save the Smart 
Clip by pressing (10) (OK) 10) (OK). 


Another benefit of the DataCard is that 
it lists the number of the entry and the 
total number of entries at the bottom of 
the DataCard. For example, 164/426 
means you are viewing the 164th entry 
and that the total number of entries in 
your Phone Book is 426. 


Tom Gibson 
tom_gibson@thaddeus.com 


‘ Edit Smart Clip Definition 
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Edit Smart Clip Definition screen for the DataCard. 


EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO GO WIRELESS 


$69.95* 


v Motorola Wireless Modem 
v Wireless E-Mail 


v Wireless Faxing 


v Nationwide Paging | 


v Wireless Internet Access 


ConectUS Wireless 


Your wireless connection to the world 


Soneceus 


WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS 


Wireless Messaging Kit includes: 
* Motorola Personal Messenger™ 100D wireless modem and HP® software 
* 100kb of wireless two-way messaging * Free activation 
*cost $69.95 per month, 24-month contract applies 
Subscriber owns modem after 24 months of service 


Pocket Quicken 


Sync Pocket Quicken 
with the Desktop Version 


The Pocket Quicken version included 
on the 200 LX has many very useable 
features. However, Intuit has not kept 
the HP Palmtop user in mind when it 
made its last few updates. If you want 
to share the Pocket Quicken informa- 
tion you have on your Palmtop, stick 
= with Quicken Version 4.0 for Windows 
on the desktop. 

Quicken 4.0 is the last version that 
allows the HP Palmtop user to fully 
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—Dara Khoyi, Florida 


—35 1991-96 Issues of es 


The HP Palmtop Paper 
and Bonus Issues in an 


— Thomas Rundel, Germany 


pUU 


| HP Palmtop Paper's CD InfoBase 


Copyright 1997 Thaddeus Computing, Inc. Allrights resered. 
‘Thaddeus Computing, Inc , 57 E. Broadway, Fuirtield, lowa 52556 


—David Shier, Shier Systems 


ALLL 


Gils! 3 


—All the freeware and 
shareware from 33 1991-96 
issues of The HP Palmtop 


330 800-373-6114 Fax: 515-472-1879 


easy-reading hypertext THE | Paper ON DISK and Bonus 

format. HP P a mt O Issues plus all 5 
PowerDisks. 

—HP 200LX User’s : 2 

Guide (for 100/200LX P aper S —MicroRef DOS & Lotus 

users). 1-2-3 Manuals. 

6 0er 700 Project | The HP Palmtop Paper | The HP Palmtop Paper On Disk _Hp 100/200/700LX 

Gutenberg E-text | 100/200LX User's Guide MicroRef DOS / 1-2-3 Manuals Developer's Guide plus PAL 

Classics for your palm- | 100/200/7001X Developer's Guide Project Gutenberg E-text & HP EXM Software. 


top reading pleasure. 


OO 4 


we wo 


NEW! 1 


| Main Table of Contents | Advertiser Index 


CD iInroBase 


Just think, 5+ years of The HP Palmtop Paper and The HP Palmtop Paper On Disk, plus Special Issues, 
PowerDisks, Manuals and Developer’s Software, indexed for quick search... 


No more piles of paper, no more time-consuming searches for vaguely remembered tips or tricks... get 


exactly what you want in a matter of seconds! 


¢ Complete Palmtop Tech-Support library at your fingertips! 
¢ Tons of Freeware and Shareware (Over 900 Programs!) 
¢ Complete information on Palmtop Products for fast, 


informed decision making. 


All Searchable in Seconds! 


Here's just a small sample . . . 


Applications: Editors/Word Processors, Outliner, Advanced Calculator, Palmtop Web 
(HTML) Browsers, Database software, Freeform PIMs, draw/CAD, Fax, Thesaurus, 
Spell Checker, Product Demos, TV Remote Control, Vertical Text Reader (Great for read- 
ing the Gutenberg e-text classics anywhere!) More... 


Games: Chess, Solitaire (15 types), Sokoban, Tetris, Worm, Dominoes, Bridge, Yahtzee, 
Backgammon, Checkers, Othello, More... 


Utilities: Buddy, Graphics Viewers, Tone Phone Dialers, Large Clock, Casio QV10 
Reader, Desktop File Transfer, Fast Phone Search, View MS Word Files, Mime 
encode/decoders, Alternate Fonts, Complete Medical Software listing, More... 


...and there are hundreds more! 


You can't lose with a 
“You Win” Guarantee: 


(software on CD) 


Enjoy the world’s great literature . . . 


Over 700 text files of Classic Literature and Historical Documents, ready for you to 
download and carry and read on your palmtop. 


Includes Classics by: Charles Dickens, Frank Baum, Robert Louis Stevenson, Emily 
Bronte, Joseph Conrad, Jack London, Henry James, Lewis Carroll, Jonathon Swift, 
Dostoyevsky, Guy de Maupassant, Beatrix Potter, Kipling, Rex Stout, Edgar Rice 
Burroughs, Arthur Conan Doyle, Nathaniel Hawthorne and much, much more! 


Plus: Lincoln’s Inaugural Addresses, NAFTA, Monroe Doctrine, Paris Peace Treaty, 
Washington’s Farewell Address, Declaration of Independence, Magna Carta and more. 


...any time, any place! 


Read Classics in Vertical Reade! 


— Thomas Rundel, Datentechnik, Germany —Sitan Dobrowski, TeamHP 


—Dorothy Colton, Hev ackard 


LOnRe cb! 


a Select the “Find” icon and enter 

Lovers {Seej-=syour word or phrase. Easy-to-use 

vie m | Boolean Search Engine allows sim- 
(Smemee] ple or complex searches. 


battery 352-5 i 

jadaptor~300—-&~116 3 
- B ! —_—= : 
Search Occunences Press Enter or click 


Topic Namefin vtaneerne_sarernennna Count: 103 


(ess “Find” to see a detailed list 
of “Hits”. 
Save Seach 4 


Low Power Event (in Develop 
GPIO{7] (NOAC) Interrupt (in 0 


Connect this little box and IJ to your LaserJet Printers 
parailef port and you can send your printing jobs directly from 
your 95LX to your printer via the 95LX's hidden infrared port. 


By Richard Hall 
This is one of those simple products that really extends the usefulness of 
the HP 9SLX. "JetEye” is an infrared receiver that connects directly to the 
parallel port of an HP LaserJet Printer. It lets you send printing jobs to 
the LaserJet via the 9SLX’s infrared port. (The Infrared port is located on 
Peat side of the 9SLX inside the same compartment as the backup 

) 


. Select the “Hits” that 
most interest you, or sim- 
ply surf backward and 
forward through the 
search occurrences. 


JetEye works with HP LaserJet printers, series 01, IID, UP, M1, MID, MIP, 
and the IISi. Once connected, you simply point your 9SLX’s infrared 
port at the JetEye receiver (within 8”) and send your print job to the 


Complete DOS and Lotus 
1-2-3 MicroRef Manuals. 
You'll refer to them often! 


Here’s 5 Great Reasons to Upgrade: 


1. Save $20 off already low upgrade price: $79.95 after 8-31-97. 
2. Over 200 Megabytes of new stuff: Over 2,300 new files. 

3. New! MicroRef DOS & Lotus Manuals: Fully indexed. 

4. Over 350 New Gutenberg e-text files: Years of great reading. 
5 


5. Special Bonus Offer! Up to $33 value... FREE! (see list, right) 


Use Order Gard in this Issue 


price’ 
-Gilles Kohli 


and Fax or Ma 


Simple icons make Searching, Navigating 
and Special Functions fast and easy. 


Let the Games Begin! 


if you're ready for some serious fun, out of the hundreds of 
games you can play on the HP Palmtop, here’s the run down on 
on some of best 


4 > 
The Hewlett-Packard HP 100/200LX Pakntop computers were not 
designed as game machmes but they do = ae acceptable jobi m a this role. 
There are probably over 100g moony 
100; ROOTES ere srt mmg 


environment nee like Tetwa i 
classic board games suchmd ff 


To nm on the 100/200LX a 5 
use Monochrome text), an 8( 


| 


Articles are formatted for easy reading, and 
complete with graphics. 


yd Y wy ist time Buyer.......... $99.95* 
» 
er LOLs Save $30! ($129 after 8-31-97) 
is a oT | Upgrade (from 96 cb)...$59.95* 
P mB Save $20! ($79 after 8-31-97) 
imtre CUCLON; * Please add for shipping: 


$5 U.S., $12 non-U.S. 


FREE Bonus! 
Act now and get one of these: 
1. Book: PC In Your Pocket: ($20 value) 
2. MicroRef DOS & Lotus 1-2-3 Manuals: 
($25 value) Print editions. Very handy. 

3. Best Tips On Disk ‘97: ($33 value) Best 
Freeware & Shareware of the year. 

4. Jan/Feb ‘97 Palmtop Paper ON DISK ($3 
value) 51 Great Japanese Programs and 
Utilities 

Or, for an additional $39.95, 
get them all! (regularly $111.00!) 


il Today! 


Built-in Applications 


syncronize data between the Palmtop 
and the desktop, using the HP 200LX 
Connectivity Pack. If you have a later 
version of Quicken for Windows, you 
can use Pocket Quicken Connect, 
which can be ordered through Intuit's 
web site (www.intuit.com). 

Another alternative is to use 
Quicken for MS DOS, which will work 
on the Palmtop itself. However, the MS 
DOS version uses a lot of space. 


Tom Gibson, 
Technical Editor, 
tom_gibson@thaddeus.com 


System Macros 


Use System Macro 
in PhoneBook to find 
a client record in 
another Database 


I wanted to look up a customer phone 
number and quickly pull up the corre- 
sponding “folder” of information for 
that client. I created a client profile in 
the database application. I included 
name, address, last contact date, activi- 
ty report, etc. Then I wrote a system 
macro that would take me from the 
PhoneBook name to the client’s infor- 
mation in the Database application. 
The macro looks like this (single line, 
no carriage return): 


{Enter}{Copy}{F10}{Database}{F4} 
{Paste}{F10}{Enter} 


You can create a system macro by 
opening the System Macros application 
and entering the above code into the 
Contents field of an empty macro. You 
can also create a macro on the fly, 
recording the keys as you press them. 
For more information on creating sys- 
tem macros, see “System Macros” in 
the index of your HP Palmtop User's 
Guide. 

The above macro is assigned to a 
function key. Whenever I want to acti- 
vate it I press @) and the function key. 
An example will clarify this. Let’s say I 
assigned the above macro to F1. I open 
my PhoneBook, highlight the desired 
name in the All Items list and press &)- 
(1). Here’s what the macro does, step 
by step: 


{Enter} — Opens the individual item 
screen. The Name information is high- 
lighted. 


{Copy} — Copies the Name informa- 
tion to the Palmtop’s clipboard. 

{F10} — Closes the individual item 
screen in PhoneBook. 


{Database} — Opens the Database 
application. 


{F4} — Activates the Find function. 


{Paste} — Copies the name information 
into the Find screen. 


{F10} — Starts the Find search and goes 
to the desired item in the Database All 
Items view. 


{Enter} — Opens the Individual Item 
view and shows me the client's profile. 


Steve Michellf 
73004.2607@compuserve.com 


Run Macros from 
System Manager and DOS 


The Palmtop’s System Macros help 
automate keystrokes in the built-in 
applications. Unfortunately, there’s 
only space for 10 System Macros and 
they don’t work in DOS applications 
on the Palmtop. Described below is a 
way to create additional macros which 
run under both System Manager and 
DOS and can be activated by key com- 
binations other than the Fn + F-key 
combinations. 

The file EXKEY022.ZIP contains 
two programs, EXKEY.COM and 
RECKEY.COM (both are on our 1997 
HP Palmtop Paper CD InfoBase). 


EXKEY.COM — a TSR utility that runs 
from DOS and lets you create macros 
that will run in DOS or System Manager. 
The documentation file that comes in 
EXKEY022.ZIP has been translated to 
English from the original Japanese. If 
you type EXKEY /? at the DOS prompt 
you will also get instructions in English. 
When you load EXKEY the first 
time, type EXKEY -F. EXKEY stores its 
macros in a file named EXKEY.INI 
(similar to the *.MAC files for System 
macros). The documentation that 
comes with EXKEY contains a sample 
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of an EXKEY.INI file. Below is an 
example of an EXKEY.INI file (I added 
the comments, indented below the 
command, to explain the line. They 
should not be in the file.) 


(200] 

{cc:Mail}={Database} 
-Start Database with cc:mail 
key (Pocket Quicken key on 
the 200LX) 


[200]! 

{Shift+F1}=200{Enter} 
-Start System Manager. 

{Shift+c}=chkdsk{Enter} 
-Do a CHKDSK. 


The macros listed below [200] operate 
in System Manager. The macros below 
[200]! are for DOS. 


RECKEY.COM — a utility that lets 
you record EXKEY macros on the fly. 
Type RECKEY /? and you get instruc- 
tions in English. When I want to do a 
macro, I start RECKEY.COM and press 
the keys I need for my macro. RECKEY 
will record every key stroke I do in 
DOS and System Manager. When I 
want to see the key strokes I did, I type 
RECKEY -S. I prefer to save the infor- 
mation captured by RECKEY to a file 
with re-direct command RECKEY -S 
>RECKEY.TXT. From there I cut and 
paste it into the EXKEY.INI file. 


Jorgen Wallgren 
jorgen@palmtop.net 


Stopping 
a runaway Macro 


Because you can link System Macros 
on the 100/200LX, it is possible to cre- 
ate a macro that recurses or loops (that 
is it keeps running and running and 
won't stop). If this happens, you can 
stop it by pressing (R)- (AU). 


Ronald Viecell, 73310.3663 @compuserve.com 


Please see the ON DISK, Product, and 
Advertisers’ Indexes on pages 47 and 48. 


Misc 


My machine is stuck! 
What do I do? 


The manual’s “Getting Started” chap- 
ter contains some suggestions. Try the 
following, listed in order from least 
likely to destroy data to most likely. 


1. Reboot with (IR) - Aq) - GH). If the 
machine starts to boot, but freezes up 
during the boot process, you have a 
problem with something in your CON- 
FIG.SYS and/or AUTOEXEC.BAT 
startup files. Boot from the D drive 
(press @I) during boot for menu) and 
use the Memo editor to remove the 
offending line(s) from the startup files. 


2. Press (CIR) - (HIF - (). This asks if 
you want to reformat your C drive 
AND LOSE ALL FILES! — answer NO 
to this. It will also reset battery settings 
to the defaults. If you use rechargeable 
NiCds, you'll have to go back into 
Setup and reset it for this. 


3. Replace your AA batteries with fresh 
ones and try again. Replacing batteries 
while the machine is hung up may 
destroy the data on your C drive. 


4. Remove PC Card and all batteries, 
including backup battery, from the 
100/200LX (not the battery in a SRAM 
card). This will destroy all data on the 
C drive! Let the machine sit without 
power for awhile, and reinstall fresh 
AA batteries BEFORE replacing the 
backup battery. In addition to erasing 
your C drive this will reset the clock, 
and in general make the 100/200LX 
forget everything you ever taught it. 
Data on a PC memory card should sur- 
vive this process, unless you have a 
SRAM card with a dead battery. 


5. If none of this works, your machine 
may need service. Try running diag- 
nostics by pressing (X)-(Q), and fol- 
lowing the menu if one comes up. 
Follow the instructions in the manual 
for obtaining service. 

Any time any MS-DOS machine 
crashes hard enough to require a 
reboot, it’s a good idea to run CHKD- 
SK on all drives, to clean up the file 
systems and recover any clusters that 
may have been lost. 


From PALMTOP.FAQ 
published Jan/Feb, 1996 


The 


World Wide Web Browser 
for the HP Palmtop 


WWW/LX (pronounced Web/LX, from D&A Software inc., 
is the first World Wide Web access solution specifically 


designed for the HP Palmtop computer. 


Features include: 


e Easy installation and setup with WWWSETUP program. 
e Support for SLIP and PPP communications protocols. 
¢ Support for forms. GIF images and file downloads. 


¢ Hot lists (aka bookmarks) 
e Easy access to local files. 


SHIER Sustems & Software. 


= SHIER SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE, INC. 


Lx 


Inc. Home Page 


SHIFR Systems & Software, Inc. specializes in HP Palmtop Computers and accessories. This Weh site 
provides a look at many of our products plus other useful information 
bB. 


= 3% it’s here! 


Mee for the HP Palmtop 


= @S2 The new book: [PC in Your Pocket] is here now! Call us to order it today! 
et | Home | Edit | Find 9 Hot | Back | | Info | 


Customer Reaction to WWW/LX 


“WWW/LX will single-handedly broaden the appeal of the HP Palmtop beyond measure. | 
do not believe that a better online browser could be written... 
lan Melville - Marketing Director - AutoSystems Co. Ltd. 


Shier Systems & Software, Inc, 


920 Hampshire Rd., Suite A 
Westlake Village, CA 91361 


Phone: (805) 371-9391 Fax: (805) 371-9454 
E-mail. info@shier.com Web Site: http://www.shier.com 


“Price does not include shipping costs. CA residents include 7.25% sales tax 


Don’t lose data: close all 
applications before back- 


As computer users, we all know that 
we should make back up copies of all 
our data and program files. Some of us 
back up religiously, others of us always 
seem to tempt fate, but we know that it 
must be done. There have been many 
tips and articles in The HP Palmtop 
Paper over the years on methods of 
backing up, and all work well, so 
please pick a method and stick to it for 
your own mental health! 

No matter which method you 
choose, one fact remains true — make 
sure you have closed all applications 
before you backup. As a protection for 
your computer, MS-DOS will not allow 
you to copy a file that is open, so no 
matter how good and thorough your 
backup scheme is, it will fail if you for- 
get to do this. 

A simple way to close all of the 
open applications is by pressing 
(@ORE...) (HU) Application Close All. 
If you have any unsaved work in any 
of the open applications, the Palmtop 
will ask if you want to save changes 


and you can answer accordingly. When 

all the files and applications are closed, 

your Palmtop will be back at the 
Topcard screen. 

Tom Gibson 

Technical Editor, The HP Palmtop Paper 

tom_gibson@thaddeus.com 


Touch typing 
on the HP Palmtop 


Here are some tips that may help you 
improve your speed and typing ease 
on the Palmtop. 


1. If you aren’t using BUDDY @ on 
your 100/200LX, you should be. I find 
that The DoubleCaps feature lets me 
press a letter twice quickly to get its 
capitalized version, or press a keypad 
number or blue key to get the punctua- 
tion symbol associated with it. (See the 
BUDDY manual or Vol.3, No. 2, page 
15, for more information.) 


2. Use self-created abbreviations to 
reduce keystrokes, like; btw=between, 
ot=on top, fnd=found, ~=not, 94=1994, 


THE HP PALMTOP PAPER BEST PALMTOPTIPS 1997 27 


Built-in Applications 


otoh=on the other hand...etc. This 
abbrv. mst b somtg u cn rcogniz so ur 
abl 2 rd it the nxt day. 


3. Use the built-in organizational tools 
in your Palmtop. Memo has Promote 
€) and Demote 68) keys which allow 
you to automatically set up a docu- 
ment in outline format. This is a perfect 
way to take notes since most professors 
teach from this same format. [Remem- 
ber, BUDDY replaces these keys with 
Case and Repeat functions. Buddy 
users should press (MENU) to change the 
€) and (8) keys back to Promote and 
Demote respectively.] 


4. Don’t worry about typos, you will be 
the only one who sees them, and you 
can fix them later. Besides, reading 
through your notes a second time to 
scan for errors will help you retain the 
information. 


5. Position your light source properly 
and make sure there is enough of it. 


6. Holding your HP Palmtop — some 

general advice: 

a) Type with the Palmtop on a desk if 
possible, or put it down occasional- 
ly and rest your hands and arms 
between typing. This will minimize 
the cramping effects of typing on 
the little guy. 

b) When holding the Palmtop (a desk 
is not available, etc.) use your index 
and second finger of your predomi- 
nant hand, and just the thumb of 
the other. This allows for quick 
operation and access of shifting for 
characters on the left side of the 
keyboard. 

c) Remember how your high school 
typing teacher used to yell at you 
for looking at your fingers and not 
the paper? The truth of the matter 
is that watching the keyboard is 
better on the Palmtop. Because the 
area your eyes have to cover on the 
Palmtop is much smaller than on a 
full size keypad, it doesn’t slow you 
down. Also, looking at the screen 
makes you feel compelled to fix 
each and every error as you type. 


With a little bit of practice and plan- 
ning, you can master the HP Palmtop 
keypad! 


Alex Arancio 
73023.1546@compuserve.com 


HELP! 


In my opinion, the most important key 
to learn in any program or application 
is the Help key. In many instances, 
pressing the Help key will save you a 
lot of time and trouble by not having to 
stop what you are doing, find the man- 
ual for the program, remember what it 
is you need help with, look it up, read 
it and go back to the computer only to 
stare at it blankly wondering what it is 
you were doing. 

For the built-in applications on the 
Palmtop the Help key is @). HP has 
built in a fairly comprehensive, loca- 
tion sensitive help function. In other 
words, if you are in 1-2-3 and are enter- 
ing a formula such as @DATE and for- 
get the format, press @) and the help 
will tell you how to enter it and what it 
does. In the case of the Lotus formula, 
@DATE(year,month,day) calculates a 
date number for year, month, and day. 
This can be just what you need to com- 
plete the task you are attempting. 

When you need a little more help 
or need help overall with the applica- 
tion you are using, just press (1) again, 
and see all of the help topics available. 
Then you can highlight the topic you 
want help with and press (AER) and 
view the help for that topic. 


Tom Gibson 
Technical Editor, The HP Palmtop Paper 
tom_gibson@thaddeus.com 


When to Quit 
an application 


Generally, you don’t need to quit one 
application before going to another. It’s 
faster to leave the commonly used 
applications open when you switch to 


another application. When you switch 
back, you'll find yourself right back 
where you left off. However, there are 
exceptions: 


1. It is best to quit any applications that 
use the serial port (for example, 
DataComm, cc:Mail, and Filer when it 
is connecting to a desktop) to save bat- 
tery life. 


2. If you have too many built-in appli- 
cations open, you may run out of avail- 
able system RAM and not be able to 
open any more applications. In this 
case, you may have to quit one or more 
of the open applications in order to run 
another program. 


3. Generally, if you don’t use an appli- 

cation very much, it’s probably better 

to quit it when you're finished using it. 

This helps avoid running out of system 
RAM. 

Rich Hall, Publications Director 

HP Palmtop Paper 


Keep data files for 
built-in applications 
on a Flash card 


Applications run faster on the C drive 


than the A drive, so it’s common to run 


them on the C drive and keep a backup 
on the A drive. 

But there are also reasons to keep 
the data files on a Flash card: 


1. Flash cards almost never corrupt or 
fail. 


2. There’s usually more room ona 
Flash card for these files than on the C 


drive. 


3. You can free up C drive memory. 


@DATE(year,month,day) calculates a date number 
for year, month, and day. 


pe ee COCONUT Od 


Pi-index F3=-HipKeys F6=PgUp_ F?=PgDn_ F8=Back F9=Cancel 


Location-sensitive help function on the HP Palmtop gives you help relating to the built-in 
application you are working in. Above in Lotus, with the cursor resting on a cell with the @DATE 
function, press ©) and you get a help screen on that function. 
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You can go into the Palmtop’s Setup 
program and re-partition the Flash disk 
on the Palmtop to give you more 
System RAM (up to a maximum of 
636K). More System RAM means you 
can run bigger DOS programs and 
keep more built-in applications open at 
the same time. 


4. Finally, having data files on a Flash 
card makes it easier to copy them to a 
desktop PC with a PC card drive. 


By default, the HP 100/200LX stores 
application data files in the C:\_DAT 
directory. To have your Palmtop open 
built-in application files on your A 
drive, close all your built-in applica- 
tions by pressing &..) @&U) Applica- 
tion Close All. Then open Filer, go to 
C:\_DAT and look for files with any of 
the following extensions: 


Extension .... File for this application 


(GDB riascis Database 

PE BRS segs PhoneBook 

NDB .vir3 cons NoteTaker 

IB ois ca Appointment Book 
DOCAF sae Memo 


Memory in Flash 


Expand your HP 
Palmtop’s memory 
with high-quality 

PC Card technology 

at an affordable price. 
Whether you require 
only a few extra mega- 
bytes or 40 megs, IBM 
flash cards are your solution. Built-in data 
compression provides up to 80MB RAM for 
your palmtop. 

#3423A [3MB/6MB Flash]............20+0+ 
#3424A [5MB/10MB Flash]..... “a 
#3425A [10MB/20MB Flash]... 
#3426A [20MB/40MB Flash]... 
#3427A [30MB/60MB Flash]... 
#3428A [40MB/80MB Flash]... 


EduCALC 

2'7953 Cabot Road 
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 
Call for more info — 


714.582.2637 


IWR Aes aes WorldTime 


1. You first have to move files with 
these extensions to your A drive. You 
may want to create a _DAT directory 
on the A drive and copy the files there. 


2. Open the built-in applications and 
load the data files. When you try to open 
the built-in application, you may get the 
“File not found” error message. This is 
because the Palmtop remembers where 
the file was and is looking for it there. 

Press (AU) File Open, key in the 
complete path and name of the file (the 
new location on the A drive — e.g., 
A:\_DAT\PHONE.PDB) and press 
10). 


3. Follow this procedure with all the 
built-in applications whose data files 
you moved. Once you've loaded the 
data file into the application, the 
Palmtop remembers where it is and 
loads that file whenever the application 
is started. 
Fred Kaufman [TeamHP] 
72560.36@compuserve.com 
Rich Hall, Publications Director 
HP Palmtop Paper 


The EduCALC Catalog—F/rEE for One Year 
Cutting Edge Products to Enhance your HP Palmtop! 


Wireless Access 


Experience the freedom and power of portable 


wireless palmtop communication. You can now 


reach anyone, anywhere, who has an email ad- 
dress, fax machine or RF messaging device— 
wireless and from your HP Palmtop! 

#3422 [Motorola Wireless Modem] ... $699 
#10020A [EnBloc PalmStation+].....$1495 


Your Name in Silver 
Personalize your palmtop with this self-adhesive 
nameplate—it installs quickly in the recess on 
the back of your machine. Just give us up to 24 
characters and allow two weeks for delivery. 
#2786 [Nameplate] ..............sseeseeeee $4.95 

EduCALC is your place to 
find all the newest, hottest 
technology for your 
Hewlett-Packard Palmtop! 
Call us today 


800.713.6526 


Check us out on the World Wide Web: 
http://www.educalc.com 


HP 100/200LX memory upgrade now available! Call for details 


eae STEN 
= SS ( 


Keep important 
information with you, 
keep sensitive 
information secure! 


One of the overriding principles of the 
Palmtop is to keep important informa- 
tion with you at all times. Unfortun- 
ately, having sensitive information 
with you all the time puts you at risk. If 
someone else gets ahold of your bank 
account or credit card numbers, it 
could cost you a lot of money. Sensitive 
information can also include safe com- 
binations, cash machine access codes, 
and names and addresses of important 
contacts. 

There are a couple of ways you 
can protect this information on the HP 
Palmtop. 


1. Hide important information in unex- 
pected places. You can put your credit 
card numbers and cash machine access 
codes in your PhoneBook in unexpect- 
ed places: 

a. Under a fictitious name, as a per- 

son's phone number. 
b. Ina text file in an obscure subdirec- 


Palmtop Printing 


Print anywhere with your palmtop. These plain 
paper printers have great resolution (360 dpi) 
and allow you to print last minute, life saving 
charts and graphs—in color. Designed for 
today’s professionals on the go, these small 
(10”x2”x 1.85”), featherweight (1.1 Ib.) por- 
tables fit in your briefcase and deliver laser 
quality printing. 2 pp per min on transparen- 
cies, cut sheet or letterhead. The economical 
PNSO gives you approximately 30 text pages on 
black cartridge (requires serial/parallel convert- 
er with HP serial cable). The versatile PN60 
model gives you a color option as well—print 
3-5 pages using color cartridge. 


#PN50 [PN5O Printer] ............00000 $249.95 
#PN60 [PN60 Printer] ................0+ $349.95 
#3289 [NiCad Battery].... $78.95 


#3290 [Car Adapter] ....... $44.95 
#3061 [Palmtop Cable]...... $34.95 
#GA935 [S/P Converter]........... ---$54.95 
#3292 [2 black ink Cartridges].......... $8.95 
#3293 [2 color ink Cartridges]........ $13.95 
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tory, of a subdirectory, of another 
subdirectory. 

c. In the Notes field of an obscure 
entry in your NoteTaker file or a 
WorldTime entry, etc. 

d. A screen down in a Notes field. For 
example, press ©) to go to the 
full-screen view of a Note field, press 
(ENIER) 15-20 times and then enter 
your important information. When 
someone presses 3) to view a Note, 
all they'll see is a blank screen. 

e. Ina hard-to-find part of a Lotus 
1-2-3 worksheet. Make it hard to 
find for anyone except you, who 
will hopefully remember where it is. 


2. Password protect important informa- 
tion. 

You can password protect individ- 
ual files for built-in PIMs and Lotus 
1-2-3 files on either the HP 100LX or 
200LX, and Pocket Quicken files on the 
200LX. 

To set or change a password on an 
individual data file for one of the PIMs 
or Pocket Quicken, open the file in the 
application, press (Mu) File Password, 
and follow the instructions. To delete a 
password, press (su) File Password 
and leave the new password blank. 

For more information, see pass- 
words in the index of your HP 100/ 
200LX User's Guide. 


Rich Hall, Publications Director 
HP Palmtop Paper 


Challenges ordering 
Palmtop products 
from overseas 


Most of the companies that advertise in 
the HP Palmtop Paper are very aware 
that 35% of our readers are internation- 
al. Most take overseas orders. 

If time differences from your 
country make it hard to call during reg- 
ular U.S. business hours, it may be bet- 
ter to send a fax. If you send a fax, and 
there is a problem, the supplier can get 
back to you at a time within his or her 
business hours. You also bypass any 
problems caused by different accents. 
If you do fax, include: 


O Your full name 

O Name and quantity of product 

QO Credit card information 

O Phone or fax where you can be 
reached if there are questions 


Q Full address to ship to. 
Paul Merrill 
Fairfield, Iowa 


Use a subset of World 
Time to quickly find 
International phone 
access codes and city 
codes 


Now that the world has gotten smaller, 
many of us have to make more interna- 
tional calls, and it is hard to remember 
all the different access and city codes. 
Fortunately, we can customize the 
World Time application to help us with 
this. 

First, switch to the World Time 
and create a new subset by pressing 
(®), then @q) --Define.. Do not enter 
anything in the fields, just confirm by 
pressing (10). Name your new subset 
Countries and press (10) and then 
(ENIER) to select the new subset. 

Now modify the column display 
of your new subset. Press (=U) View 
Arrange Columns to access the 
Arrange Columns screen. Use the 
ArrowKeys to select the the country 
column. Then press 7) to move it to 
the first column. The city column 
should move to the second column. 
Now press @) and select the following 
fields to be added as columns: Int’] 
Access and City Prefix. You can adjust 
the width of the columns from the 
Arrange Columns screen by highlight- 
ing the desired column and pressing 
®) to decrease and @® to increase the 
width. 

When we have the columns set 
properly, press 10). Next, press (YENU) 
View Sort and use Up- and 
DownArrow keys to select Country in 
the 1st sort field. Press @) 2 to go to 
the second sort field and select City. 
Press (0) when you're finished. 

Now when you want to look up a 
International Access code and City 
code, simply open World Time, Choose 
the country subset and start typing the 
name of the country you need. You 
will see the country name and all of the 
cities included in the database for that 
country sorted in ascending order. 
Next to that will be the International 
access code and city code, and you will 
also know what time it is there! 


Tom Gibson 
Technical Editor, HP Palmtop Paper 
tom_gibson@thaddeus.com 
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Keep your Palmtop 
“desk” clean 


As barnacles grow on a boat, so stuff 
aggregates about our offices — and on 
our Palmtops. In the physical and elec- 
tronic world, clutter hampers our effec- 
tiveness and our fulfillment. 

To keep the Palmtop clean, make a 
weekly appointment for yourself to fin- 
ish up and clean off past appointments 
and ToDos. If you are signed up for 
several online news groups you may 
have to wade through hundreds of 
non-essential messages. Look carefully 
at the news groups you are signed up 
for and eliminate the ones you don’t 
really need, read, or respond to. 

When the new year comes, extract 
the previous year’s activity from your 
Appointment Book file. Review each 
PhoneBook entry and delete any that 
are no longer needed. Use Filer to 
review the files on your Palmtop’s C 
drive and A drive. Delete files for 
applications that are no longer used. 

Go through the category field of 
PhoneBook, NoteTaker and Database 
and rethink your categories. Combine 
categories into new and comprehensive 
ones. Eliminate categories you don’t 
use. This will make the Subset and Sort 
features work faster. 


Carol de Giere, 
carol_degiere@thaddeus.com 


Rich Hall, 
richard_hall@thaddeus.com 


Conrad Cox, 
76164.467@compuserve.com 


To Hot Swap 
or not to Hot Swap? 


When you remove or insert a PC Card 
into your Palmtop, turn off your 
Palmtop first. If your Palmtop is on, 
you are “hot swapping” the card. The 
HP100/200LX is not designed for 
hotswapping PC Cards. There have 
been reports of hardware problems 
caused by hot swapping, and indeed 
my Palmtop wiped out its internal 
RAM disk when I inserted a modem 
card (stupid me, I knew better!) while 
it was on. 
Alexander Guttelat 
100527.2461 @compuserve.com 
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Communications 


HP Palmtop resources on the 
Internet 


The explosive growth of the Internet 
has made available a large number of 
programs and files, as well as informa- 
tion and advice specifically tailored to 
the 100/200LX user. Here are some of 
the best sites. (Note that each of the fol- 
lowing addresses should be typed into 
your browser as a single line, even 
though some of addresses are wrapped 
here to fit the column.) 


World Wide Web sites 


1. Thaddeus Computing Home Page. 
http:/ /www.thaddeus.com/ 

The HP Palmtop Paper ONLINE, 
Handheld PC Magazine ONLINE, Tom 
Gibson's Top 20 Freeware/Shareware 
picks, web links to other HP Palmtop- 
related sites, 100/200LX FAQs (fre- 
quently asked questions) and links to 
scores of other sites. 


2.. S.U.P.ELR.. site. 

http:/ / www.palmtop.net/super.html 
Possibly the best HP Palmtop software 
collection. 


3. Hewlett-Packard’s Handheld 

Home Page. 

http:/ /hpcc998.external.hp.com/ 
handheld/ 

Created by the team at Hewlett-Pack- 

ard’s Handheld division. 


4. Muzza’s Palmtop Pages. 

http:/ /www.iinet.net.au/~muzza 
/hplx.html 

Lots of good tips, tricks, and links. 


5. Rob Tillotson’s Home Page. 
http:/ /www.io.com:80/~rob/hp 
2001x/ 


6. Yahoo HP 100/200 Resource Page 

http:/ / www.yahoo.com/Computers/ 
Hardware/PDAs/ Hewlett 
_Packard_100/ 


7. PDA Page. 


http: / /www.pdapage.com/ 
This page provides an easy way to find 
the best prices for PDAs and acces- 
sories. The site also has links to infor- 
mation on suppliers and manufactur- 
ers. 


FTP Sites 


The following File Transfer Protocol 
sites are collections of easily download- 
able programs and files for the 
100/200LX. To download a file, just 
click on a filename, then click the Ge 
His button that’s displayed on the 
screen. 


1. ftp://eddie.mit.edu/pub 
/hp951x/hp1001x/ 

2. ftp://eddie.mit.edu/pub 
/hp951x/NEW/ 

3. ftp:/ /eddie.mit.edu/pub/hp951x/ 

4. ftp://ftp.cc.monash.edu.au 


/pub/palmtop/ 


2MB Turbo Flash Card $109.00 


4MB Turbo Flash Card $129.00 

8MB Turbo Flash Card $169.00 
12MB Turbo Flash Card $209.00 
16MB Turbo Flash Card $259.00 
20MB Turbo Flash Card $299.00 
40MB Turbo Flash Card $499.00 
64MB Turbo Flash Card $799.00 


Tel: 213-413-9999 Fax: 213-413-0828 
e-mail: info@magicram.com 


Internet: http://www.magicram.com 
MagicRAM is a trademark of MagicRAM, Inc. 


The MagicRAM Flash Storage Solution 


¥ 100% Plug & Play 

V Low cost, high capacity storage 

V No batteries required 

V Super low power usage for longer palmtop battery life 

V High performance solid state technology 

V Fully compatible with HP Palmtops, digital cameras, Windows CE 
Handheld PC’s and other PCMCIA based computers 

V Withstands 1000G of shock 

V 2MB to 64MB uncompressed 


V Lifetime warranty 


To Order Call: 1-800-272-6242 


1850 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90057 USA 


Mailing Lists 


A mailing list is a group of e-mail 
address that are linked together so that 
messages sent by any one member of 
the list are copied to all other members. 
This allows you to (a) post questions 
and get specific answers to your ques- 
tions, and (b) read questions and 
answers from other palmtop users 
(many of whom are experts). There are 
two ways to sign onto a mailing list. 

If you have Internet access, go to 
the following web site and follow the 
instructions. 


http:/ /www.palmtop.net/hplist-html 


If you don’t have Internet access, 
but do have e-mail, you can still partic- 
ipate fully in a mailing list. Follow 
these steps to subscribe: 


1. Send an e-mail message to 
majordomo@palmtop.net 


2. The message should consist of the 
following single line: 
subscribe html 


Distributor and 
Dealer Inquiries 
Welcome 
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3. You will then receive an e-mail 
message explaining how to use the list. 


Ralph C. Turner 
Managing Editor, The Palmtop Paper 
ralph_turner@thaddeus.com 


Capturing text 
in DataComm 


When you use DataComm to commu- 
nicate online you will often find it con- 
venient to save the information you are 
receiving to a file so that you can view 
it later. To retain data received by the 
Palmtop in a file, whether it be simple 
keyboard activity or TEXT transmis- 
sions, use the DataComm CAPTURE 
feature. On the 100/200LX, in Data- 
Comm, press (F5) to initiate a capture. 
A display will prompt: 


Save incoming data as: 
C:\_DAT\*.CAP 


Any existing capture (.CAP) files will 
also be displayed. Type a filename or 
select an existing file. The display will 
return to DataComm and all incoming 
data will be saved to the file until (F5) 
is again pressed, closing the file. The 
DataComm configuration menu pro- 
vides three options for the Capture fea- 
ture. The None setting captures all 
data. Refer to the manual for details on 
Filter and Map. 


HP Technical Support 


Prevent serial 
port interruptions 


If your DOS application uses the serial 
port, you may need to take some pre- 
cautionary steps, since System 
Manager likes to turn off the serial port 
to save battery power. 

When you exit the System Manager 
to go to DOS or boot directly to DOS; 
the serial port is always on when 
System Manager is not loaded. 

For other methods of going to DOS 
however, there are two considerations. 
First, the status of COM1 is controlled 
from Setup. Press (MENU) Options 
Communications Port... and you will see 
a box labeled “Enable COM1 Port in 
DOS”. That box should be checked 
when you are running a DOS Data- 
Comm program under System Manager. 

However, while System Manager 


turns the port on, it does so rather too 
exuberantly. Every few seconds, it will 
go back to the serial port and turn it on 
again just in case. This can wreak 
havoc. To circumvent this behavior, 
create an entry in Application 
Manager, press ©) (Add) and fill out 
the form for your DataComm program. 
In the Comments field, place an upside 
down question mark (;), which 
you create by pressing Fn)- Gk). 

A better solution is to use Mark 
Scardina’s ASERCTL ® program, 
which you can download from the HP 
Handhelds Forum on CompuServe. 
ASERCTL lets you turn the serial port 
on/off as needed. 

Ted Dickens 
76701.272@compuserve.com 


Fax/Modems 


You will find complete details on Fax/ 
Modem cards and many other PC Card 
products in the special PC Card 
Review Bonus issue of The HP Palmtop 
Paper. 


Sending/receiving faxes from 
the HP Palmtop 


SEND FAXES 

USING COMPUSERVE: 

Palmtop users who subscribe to the 
CompuServe Information Service can 
send and receive faxes on their HP 
Palmtop with the aid of a modem and 
CompuServe access software. Connect 
up to CompuServe and follow the pro- 
cedures for sending e-mail. Instead of 
sending it to a User ID, use a valid fax 
number in place of the e-mail address 
in the format Fax: <phone number>. 
For example, if you wanted to send a 
fax to Thaddeus Computing you 
would use the address: 
Fax:15154721879. You are asked to 
enter the name of the person the fax is 
going to and told the cost of the trans- 
mission. 


SEND/RECEIVE FAXES 

USING MODEMS AND 

FAX SOFTWARE 

There are a number of different options 
I know of here: 


EXP offers 3 versions of its ThinFax 
PC Card modems with excellent FAX 
software burned into the Card’s ROM. 
One is a modem only and the two oth- 
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ers come with on-board flash RAM 
(2MB, 4MB, & 8MB). In all cases the 
modem is capable of real 14,400 baud 
connections. I use their modem with 
4MB flash on board and I’ve been a 
happy camper ever since. acCIS can be 
purchased preloaded on a EXP 
modem/ memory card. 

The Smart Card by Apex Data is 
another PC Card Modem with on-board 
flash RAM memory (2MB, 4MB, & 6MB). 
The Apex Smart Card also comes with 
fax software. 

All the programs above will fit onto a 
2MB Palmtop C drive, though in the long 
run you may want to invest in a memory 
card to store your data. 


Ernst W. Abresch 
100031.751@compuserve.com 


There are several good fax programs 
available that will run on MS-DOS 
with CGA. Your modem may have 
come with one. Users have reported 
success with the following two pro- 
grams, both of which are on our 1997 
CD InfoBase. There are probably more 
such programs available elsewhere. 


1 SSFAXER: Shareware on 
eddie.mit.edu. Must register in order to 
receive faxes. 


2. BGFAX: Available at <ftp://ftp 
.csn.net/Computech> 


Richard Hall 
Publications Director. 
The Palmtop Paper 


Fax files require 
more memory 


Each page of an incoming or outgoing 
fax takes up about 35-50K of uncom- 
pressed file space, depending on the 
fax software you're using. An average 
Memo page takes up about 4K or less. 

To accommodate a number of faxes 
and temporary files created by other 
programs I leave about 600K empty on 
my drive. This has not been a signifi- 
cant problem for me, but may be for 
others running software that requires 
more RAM and/or disk space. 


David Hamachek 
73700.2250@compuserve.com 


Stop “call waiting” 
from interrupting 
your modem 


If you have call waiting on your tele- 
phone, an incoming call can interrupt 
an online session. This can be irritating, 
costing you time and money. The 
phone company provides a code that 
will turn off call waiting. In most parts 
of the U.S. the code is 70#, but check 
with your local phone company for the 
correct code for your area. 

To turn off call waiting use the fol- 
lowing string to dial your modem: 


ATDT70#WXxxxxxx 


ATDT is the standard “Hayes” com- 
mand string to get the modem’s atten- 
tion and dial a number. The 70# is the 
code to disable call waiting. The W 
makes the modem wait for the dial 
tone after dialing the 70#. The x’s are 
the number you are calling. 

If you do not have call waiting, 
don’t worry about the 70# just use the 
following string, ATDTxxxxxxx, to dial 
the modem. 


Larry Tachna 
76520.1630@compuserve.com 


Connectivity 


The topic of connectivity includes any- 
thing used to connect the HP Palmtop 
to another computer. 


Use WINFILER 
to copy files to 
and from WIN95 


Many Palmtop users have had trouble 
transferring files to and from their 
Palmtops and a desktop or laptop run- 
ning Windows95. The shareware pro- 
gram WINFIL10.ZIP & allows your 
Palmtop’s Filer application to work in 
conjunction with a PC running 
Windows95. (WINFILER was written 
for the 200LX, but should work on the 
100LX as well.) 

To install WINFILER on your 
Windows95 desktop or laptop: 


1. Run Windows 95 on your desktop or 
laptop PC. 


DTSNZ 


"TAKE CHARGE 


Of All Your Communications 
With A Single Wireless Service. 


ZAP-IT™ wireless service clears away the communication 
clutter. Now one wireless service handles all your 
communication needs. Whether messages originate 
as e-mail, faxes, or phone messages, you can receive 
and respond wirelessly using your laptop, palmtop, 
or PDA. Now there’s no need to dial in for e-mail 
or call the office for phone messages and faxes. 
Get 24-hour access to all your communications 


with one wireless solution. 


For more information or the name 
of a participating retail store call 


1-888-2-GET-DTS 


DTS Wireless, 10 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095 
E-mail: info@dts.net « Web site: www.dtswireless.com 


2. Create a WINFILER directory on 
your PC. 


3. Unzip WINFILER.ZIP using PKUN- 
ZIP. Put the unzipped files in the WIN- 
FILER directory. 


4. The following files must be in your 
WINFILER directory: 


QO) WINFILER.EXE 
QO) WINFILER.HLP 
QO) WINFILER.CNT 


5. To be able to call up WINFILER.EXE 
quickly, create a shortcut key following 
Windows95 procedures (optional). 


To un-install WINFILER: 


1. Delete the following files from your 
desktop (laptop) PC: 

O) WINFILER.EXE 

QO WINFILER.HLP 

QO WINFILER.CNT 

QO <WINDOWS-DIRECTORY>- 
\WINFILER.INI 


2. Delete your shortcut key using 


Windows95 procedures. 


Juha Husgatvel 
hysky@tuug.utu.fi or... hysky@utu.ff 


How to change the 
automatic timeout on 
the HP Palmtops 


The HP Palmtops automatically turn 
themselves off after three minutes if 
you leave them on and do not press 
any keys. This can be a problem if it 
happens while you’re transferring 
large files to your Palmtop. You can 
use TIM_LS.ZIP & to set a new timeout 
duration on the 100/200LX. 


Mark Scardina 
76711.732@compuserve.com 


Serial port file transfer 
between the HP Paimtop 
and a PC or Mac 


Here’s a summary on how to connect 
the Palmtop to a desktop using the HP 
Connectivity Cable, and transfer files 
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Communications & Connectivity 
between the two computers. 


Hardware needed 

The current HP Connectivity Cables fit 
directly into the 100/200LX serial port. 
The cable is available in: 


OM HP PC Connectivity Cable (HP 
F1015A) or 3 

O HP Mac Connectivity Cable (HP 
F1016A) or 

a PC serial cable also comes with the 

HP Connectivity Pack (100/ 200LX (HP 

F1021A) and the PalmConnect connec- 

tivity package (see descriptions below). 


Software needed for file transfer 
DataComm is the communications pro- 
gram built into the HP Palmtops. Like 
any PC “communications” program, 
DataComm can “talk” with another 
computer in order to transfer files 
between them. Communications pro- 
grams use standard file transfer proto- 
cols (such as Text (ASCII), Kermit, 
Xmodem) to send and receive files. 

If you need a communications pro- 
gram on your PC or more capabilities 
than the Palmtop’s built-in DataComm 
offers, the following communications 
programs, which can also transfer files, 
may be useful: 


“1 COMMO.ZIP & — for the 100/ 
200LX or desktop PC; 

O FastCOMM! — for the 100/200LX 
(commercial, $59); 


[See Product and Advertisers’ Indexes, 
pages 47, for complete contact informa- 
tion.] 


In addition, there are many programs 
that are designed specifically to make 
moving files between PCs and 
Palmtops easier. You may find one of 
the following ‘file transfer’ programs 
helpful: 


“1 HP Connectivity Pack (100/200LX 
HP F1021B, International HP 
F1021C, $119.49) runs on the PC, 
includes 10-pin 100LX serial cable, 
modem, printer and 9-to-25-pin 
adapters. 

Puma’s Intellisyne for Windows 
($69.95) runs on Windows PCs, 
with file translation for HP 
Palmtops. 

MacLink Plus HP Palmtop ($79) 
runs on the Mac, connects HP 
Palmtop, with file translation. 


Oo 


U 


& PC Data Exchange runs on the PC, 
comes with Sparcom’s docking sta- 
tions. 

ZIP.COM runs on PCs and 
Palmtops. 


a) 


The 200LX has LapLink Remote 
built-in. The LapLink V, DOS file trans- 
fer program was designed for laptops 
and DOS PCs, but reportedly works 
with HP Palmtops. 


Procedure 


1. Connect Palmtop’s serial port to the 
PC’s or Mac’s serial port using the 
appropriate HP connectivity cable. PCs 
with 25-pin serial port will need the 
9-pin-to-25-pin adapter from the HP 
Adapter Kit (HP F1023A). 


2. Run.the necessary file transfer or 
communications software on the 
Palmtop and on the attached desktop 
PC. For exampie: run ZIP.COM on 
both the Palmtop and the desktop PC; 
or run DataComm on the Palmtop and 
Kermit on the PC. 


3. Make sure Baud rate and other set- 
tings match the settings on the PC’s 
program, and the Palmtop’s interface is 
set to Com1. You can change the set- 
tings in Filer, DataComm or the file 
transfer program you are using: 


1 In Filer: press #0) Communi- 
cations Remote Settings; 

Q In DataComm: press (UV) Connect 
Settings; 

1 For other programs: Refer to their 
documentation. 


4. Make sure the PC is set to the correct 
COM port. 


5. Initiate the connection. (The instruc- 
tions for connecting vary depending on 
the communications software and pro- 
tocol used (Kermit, Xmodem, Text). 
For the Palmtops, refer to the detailed 
instructions for each protocol under 
“transferring files” in the HP Palmtop’s 
User’s Guide Index. 


The HP Palmtop Paper Staff 


Contact information for products and 
programs mentioned in this issue 


Please see the ON DISK, Product, and 
Advertisers’ Indexes on pages 47 and 48. 
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Macintosh 
Connectivity 


MacLinkPlus: Palmtop to 
Macintosh connectivity 


DataViz, Inc. manufactures a software 
program called MacLinkPlus HP 
Palmtop that enables your Macintosh 
and HP Palmtop to transfer files. It also 
provides translation of certain 
Macintosh file formats to/from the file 
formats of the 100/200LX’s built-in 
applications. 

Once set-up, your Palmtop works 
as if it were another Macintosh drive. 
You can back-up your HP Palmtop’s 
files onto your Macintosh’s hard drive 
or a DOS-formatted diskette in the 
Mac’s 1.4MB Superdrive through the 
Apple directory dialog box. (Mac- 
LinkPlus contact information can be 
found in this issue’s Product Index on 
page 47.) 


Bernie Kim 
71621.232@compuserve.com 


CompuServe 


World of support 
on CompuServe 


The CompuServe Information Service 
(CIS) is a public-access computer sys- 
tem that offers a world of useful 
knowledge about your 100/200LX 
through the HP Handhelds Forum. If 
you have a CompuServe account, 
access the forum by typing GO 
HPHAND. If you don’t have a 
CompuServe account, you can obtain a 
free Introductory Membership by call- 
ing 800-848-8199. Ask for representa- 
tive #231. International users can call 
614-457-0802 (USA). 


Automate your 
CompuServe access 


An automated access program can save 
you time and money on CompuServe. 
Here are some of them: 


 acCIS/SM 3.1 — a powerful Compu- 
Serve access manager program from 


Shier Systems, specially designed for 
use on the HP Palmtop PC. 


QO Tapcis — available in the TAPCIS 
Library (1) of the TAPCIS Forum (GO 
TAPCIS). TAPCIS is a shareware pro- 
gram that runs on IBM and compatible 
computers, including the 100/200LX. 

It is extremely easy to set up on 
the 100/200LX. A definite minus is the 
80 by 25 screen format, although you 
can Zoom to 64 by 16 when writing 
messages and in some other instances. 


Jorge M. Trevino 
70142.1041@compuserve.com 


Other On-Line 
Services 


America Online 


America Online (AOL) offers a PDA/ 
Palmtop Forum. Once you are signed 
on, the Keyword PALMTOP takes you 
directly to the forums message boards, 
tips area, conference room and 
libraries. 


Craig de Fasselle 
PDA Craig@aol.com 


America Online 
offers new price 
structure and 
Palmtop search tool 


America Online now offesr a standard, 
flat rate, monthly plan of unlimited use 
of AOL and the Internet for $19.95. The 
service will also offer a “bring-your- 
own-access” rate of $9.95 for those who 
already have an Internet connection. A 
light usage rate is available as well. 
Full details are available on AOL’s 
PDA Forum “News Updates” or by 
contacting the company at 800-827- 
6364 or 703-893-6288. 

AOL's PDA Forum staff (Craig 
deFasselle, Jeff Zorn, and Larry Finch) 
has adapted an AOL-to-DOS interface 
specifically for the HP Palmtop. AOL 
for the HP will run on a 2MB or more 
100/200LX from the C: drive, from a 
combination modem/memory card, or 
from a memory card with an external 


Announcing — 
The Ultimate 
Light for 
‘Handheld 
Computing! 


Ultimate Palmtop Computer Light™ 
Ends Non-backlit Screen Visibility Problems 


® Allows productive use of time in dim planes, trains, autos, hotels & mtg. rooms 
® Evenly illuminates display, keyboard and work area without disturbing others 
® Top-quality, patented design for any PDA/Pocket Organizer/handheld video game 


Sleek, compact, lightweight 


® Essential tool for mobile professionals 


Includes soft travel case, (6” x 2-3/16” x 1”), DC Vehicle Adapter w. hi-lo dimmer 
+ four spare bulbs -- clear & red (for night use) 


® Uses AA batteries (not included) 
30-day, money-back guarantee 


# Only $29.95 for PCL 300 ($24.95 for PCL 200 w/o DC Vehicle Adapter) 


+ $4 USA shipping/handling 
To Order, Call: 


800-771-3600 


http://world.std.com/~asf1 


pocket modem. It provides access to e- 
mail, chats, and many (but not all) 
AOL forums. 

There are two versions of the 
interface, both of which are available 
from the PDA Forum Quick Tips 
Center, HP button. For version 1.6 of 
the AOL for the Palmtop (MS-DOS 
“client”) open tip 002 to read the 
instructions and download the pro- 
gram. For version 1.0, go to tip 042. Tip 
071 has a chart of keyboard shortcut 
keys. 

Version 1.0 supports only 2400 bps 
communications, but is otherwise fully 
functional. Version 1.6 supports speeds 
up to 9600 bps on Sprintnet (but not 
AOLNET), but the screens were 
designed for VGA display and some- 
times the bottoms of them get cut off 
when running on the HP. This is a 
visual problem only, as the screens are 
still fully functional. With a little bit of 
experimentation it is possible to learn 
to navigate using the HP keyboard. 


Craig de Fasselle 
PDA Craig@aol.com 


Amex/MC/Visa 


ASF Assoc. Ltd. * The Personal Portable Lighting Experts 
Ox T 
800-625-6897 * 516-868-6897 
Phone: 800-936-3638 * 516-868-3638 


Printers 


General tips for printing 
from the HP Palmtops 

The procedure for connecting an HP 
Palmtop to a printer is relatively 
straight-forward, and discussed in the 
documentation (see “printing” in the 
HP Palmtop User's Guides index.) A 
few other points are worth mentioning: 


1. To connect the Palmtop to a serial 
printer: use HP’s Serial Interface Cable 
(HP F1015A). The small 10-pin end 
goes into the 100/200LX. You will also 
need the correct 9-to-25-pin adapter to 
connect the 9-pin end of the serial cable 
to the 25-pin printer port. We used the 
Printer Adapter from the HP 
Connector/ Adapter kit (HP F1023A) 
to connect the serial cable to the Kodak 
Diconix 180si serial port. The desktop 
HP LaserJet series also has a serial 
interface. 


2. Configure the Palmtop: On the HP 
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Communications & Connectivity 


100/200LX press &..) Setup (HW) 
Options Printer, select the printer, 
baud rate and interface. Make sure 
your interface is set to COM1. Make 
sure the Baud rate on your Palmtop is 
set the same as your printer’s (usually 
9600). 


3. Configure the printer: Printer set- 
tings are very standard and you may 
want to skip this step and come back to 


baud rate is the same as the Palmtop 
(9600). Make sure your printer uses 
these settings: 8 bits per character, 1 
stop bit, no parity, XON/ XOFF soft- 
ware handshaking enabled, and hard- 
ware handshaking disabled. 


4, Turn the printer on: (Off and on 
again if you’ve changed settings in 
point 3 above). Make sure the printer is 
on line. 


it if your print test fails. To configure 
the printer, make sure the printer’s 


Steps for Kermit file transfer to a Macintosh 


The following example is based on using MacKermit 0.99(93), which is available on The HP 


Palmtop CD InfoBase, on the HP 100LX. Follow these steps: 


1. Configure Mac and Palmtop 
To use Kermit to back up your HP Palmtop or transfer individual files, first connect the cable with 
both units off. Then set the HP Palmtop and MacKermit for the following communication parame- 
ters: Baud: 19,200; Interface: Com1; Parity: None; Data Bits: 8; Stop Bits: 1. 

On your Palmtop, go to DataComm, press (ENU) Connect Settings, and set the above 
parameters. On your Mac, set: Kermit to File, Defaults to Binary, mode to unattended, and 
Data to fork. 


2. Set Palmtop up as server 

After establishing the settings above, set your Palmtop up as a server by pressing (MENU) 
Connect Kermit Commands and selecting Put HP 100/200LX into server mode. You are now 
ready to send files from your HP to the Mac. 


3. Transfer files 

On the Mac, under the File Transfer menu, select the Get file from server option. A dialog box 
will pop up asking for the file. Type in the path and file name you want to grab from the Palmtop, 
click OK and the transfer will proceed automatically. [Mac users may be asking, “What does he 
mean by ‘type in the path’,” (I did when | started). For Kermit to locate the proper file, you must 
tell it exactly where the file is located. Specifically, it needs to know the drive, directory and sub- 
directory the file is found in on the Palmtop (directories and subdirectories appear as folders on 
the Mac). For example, to transfer a PhoneBook file titled MYPHONE from the default _DAT 
directory on the Palmtop to the Mac, type the following in the MacKermit "Get file" dialog box: 
C:\_DAT\MYPHONE.PDB. In the command the C: identifies the C drive on the HP Palmtop (if you 
are getting a file from a memory card use A: instead); the backslash (\) is used to separate direc- 
tory names; the _DAT indicates the directory; and MYPHONE.PDB is the file name in this exam- 
ple. The file name must include the file extension (.PDB in this example). 

To backup an entire directory, you would use the Get file from servercommand on the Mac 
and type C:\*.* in the dialog box. This command copies all files from your C drive to the Mac 
(you'll need to set up some destination folders on the Mac). Please note that subdirectories must 
be copied separately, so the C:\_DAT directory wiil not be copied with the C:\*.* command. 

To copy all the files in the _DAT directory, enter C:\_DAT\*.* in the Get file from server 
options box: 

To send a file from the Mac to the Palmtop, use the Send File command on the Mac. From 
DataComm on the HP Palmtop you can press (EN) File Kermit Get and enter the path and 
name of the file on the Mac you wish to get. 


Craig de Fasselle 
CompuServe ID: [76500,1440] 
America Online ID: PDA CRAIG 
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5. Test print: Press PRTSC (@- Q on 


the 100/ 200LX) to send your current 
screen to the printer. You may have to 
take the printer Off Line and press the 
Form Feed button to eject the page 
from the printer. If this test works, 
you're ready to go. If the test fails, try 
printing from Memo (In Memo on the 
100/200LX press (U) File Print). 


Print Test Fails: Troubleshooting 

a Make sure the printer is On and On 
Line. 

1 Make sure the connection between 
the Palmtop is correct and tight. 

“1 Make sure the Palmtop and printer 

are configured properly, points 2 & 

3 above.. 

100/200LX Buddy users: see Buddy 

manual to make sure PRTISC 

( (HED - GS) jis enabled or test by 

printing from Memo. 

QJ Call printer or HP technical sup- 
port. 

Printers with Parallel Ports 

Most printers do not have serial ports. 

To connect the Palmtop to a parallel 

port printer you need a serial-to-paral- 

lel adapter: 


a) 


GA 935 Greenwich Instruments 
Paralink 3 WIDGET Software 
Sparcom Print Station price varies, 
with serial/ parallel adapter 


io 


Procedure 

1. Connect the Centronix end of the 
adapter to the printer’s parallel port. 
Connect the Palmtop to the connectivi- 
ty cable. Connect the 9-pin end of the 
cable to the serial-to-parallel adapters. 


2. We used this procedure to print to a 
Canon Bubble Jet printer. We had to 
use an additional Centronix-to-25-pin 
adapter to connect the serial-to-parallel 
adapter to the Citizen PN48 Printer’s 
non-standard parallel port. 


3. Select the proper printer driver for 
the printer you are using, Epson FX-80, 
HP LaserJet, or IBM ProPrinter. Most 
printers will emulate one of these 
three. They can be selected in Setup: on 
the 100/200LX press GR)- File) ‘ay 
Options Printer (7) (8; then use the 
arrow keys to select the printer. 


Using Smart Clip to print 

The 100/200LX includes a subtle, but 
powerful feature called SmartClip, 
which lets you select which fields are 
to be copied to the Clipboard, and for- 


mat those fields. (For an example of 
defining a Smart Clip, see “Smart Clip, 
definition” in the index of the HP 
100/200LX User's Guide.) One way to 
print information would be to define a 
Smart Clip, use it to copy formatted 
records into Memo and print from 
there. 

When you print from PhoneBook, 
Appointment Book, or any database 
application, you can choose to print in 
List or Custom format. Press (WU) File 
Print to bring up the Print dialog box. 
Tab to the Style box and use the 
ArrowKeys to select List or Custom. 
The Custom option lets you select any 
of the Smart Clip layouts you have 
defined. The Print dialog box lets you 
control page length, margins and setup 
strings. It even lets you print to a file. 


Ted Dickens 
CompuServe ID: [76701,272] 


Printing to Mac Printers 


The 100/200LX can print directly to a 
non-AppleTalk Imagewriter I or II 
using the F1016A cable. Set the HP’s 
serial port to 9600,N,8,1 and select 
Epson FX-80 as the printer driver in 
Setup. Some LaserWriters may work if 
they support a straight serial connec- 
tion. For example, a Personal Laser- 
Writer NT lets you configure its serial 
port like a LaserJet port. Select the 
LaserJet printer driver on the HP 
Palmtop and you can print to this 
printer. 

Of course, the greatest printing 
flexibility can be obtained by transfer- 
ring the files to your Mac and printing 
translated files from the Mac. For 
example, to print your PhoneBook or 
Appointment Book files, first use the 
Print to File option on the HP, then 
transfer that file to your Mac. Run the 
file through DOSWasher to convert the 
text. Use a Mac word processing appli- 
cation to make any desired format 
changes and print from the word 
processor. For more on using the HP 
Palmtops with the Macintosh, see Vol.3 
No.5, Pg.35. 


Craig de Fasselle 
76500.1440@compuserve.com or 
PDA Craig@aol.com 


Please see the ON DISK, Product, and 
Advertisers’ Indexes on pages 47 and 48. 


Where there's a DoubleSlot’, there’s a way... 
To use 2 PC Cards at the same time - even copy files between Cards 


To run multiple PC Card products - SRAM, 
fax/modem, memory cards, etc. 


To connect Type |, Il and Ill Cards - even a 
Type Il and III at the same time 


To externally power PCMCIA Cards - for 
those power hungry PCMCIA peripherals 


To run ATA flash cards and hard drives - 
like the notebooks can! 


DoubleSlot, PCMCIA Slot Expander - 
reaching new heights of performance for your HP Palmtop. 


World’s smallest 3.5" floppy drive 
PCMCIA, type Il compatible 


For Palmtops or other DOS/Windows 
computers 


Use it to transfer files, archive, or run 


programs directly from disk 
Portable like your Palmtop - goes anywhere ‘ oA 
U j . e a 

ses inexpensive |.44 Mb or 720K diskettes 


tas ar a 48460 Lakeview Blvd, Fremont, CA 94538-6532 
a. (510) 668-4900 FAX: (510) 668-4905 
sales@accurite.com http://www.accurite.com 


Do you have a Palmtop 
You No Longer Use? 
We'll buy it ... even if it's broken! 


Thaddeus Computing (that's us) can always use extra palmtops for various projects. If you want to 
mail in your Palmtop equipment and manuals to us, here is what we will pay. 


Palmtop in good working order 
and good shape:* 

HP 95LX (with manuals): $ 55 
HP 100LX (with manuals): $75 
HP 200LX (with manuals): $100 


Broken Palmtop* 

Broken 95LX (with manuals): $25 
Broken 100LX (with manuals): $35 
Broken 200LX (with manuals): $35 


** Without manuals: HP 95LX subtract $5; HP 100LX or 200LX subtract $10. 
We'll adjust the price if equipment works but has some significant damage. 


Accessories 
HP Connectivity Pack with cable and manual: 

HP100 or 200LX: $15; HP95LX: $5 
Uncompressed Flash and SRAM cards: 

$7.50 per megabyte (eg 40 Meg=$300) 

Modem cards, cables, software, chargers, other items: we'll look things over, but we may not be able 
to offer much. We'll adjust price as appropriate if accessories come without manuals, or if other 
items are missing. 

Send equipment to: HP Palmtop Used Equipment, Thaddeus Computing, 110 N. Court, 
Fairfield, [A 52556, USA. Include a note mentioning this offer with your phone and fax number. If you 
need to talk with us, you may call, 515-472-6330. You will receive reimbursement within three weeks 
after we receive the equipment. 


Offer good March 7 - June 1, 1997 
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MS-DOS Operating System 


Maximizing system 
RAM for DOS use 


[The 200LX uses the same basic meth- 
ods for accessing and maximizing DOS 
as the 100LX, but may show minor dif- 
ferences in memory available.] 

On the 100LX there are seven 
methods to access DOS summarized in 
the following table. Each method 
makes a different amount of memory 
available to DOS. In addition to this, 
listed below are some other things 
which consume DOS memory; making 
these smaller gives more System RAM 
space for DOS programs. Caution: 
changing some of these configuration 
values can adversely affect system per- 


formance. Back up the system before 
experimenting. 


CONFIG.SYS 

As with any MS-DOS system, the 
100/200LX uses some memory for 
open files, disk buffers, and drive des- 
ignations. When an MS-DOS machine 
boots up it looks for a CONFIG.SYS file 
and if it finds one, it then looks for an 
AUTOEXEC.BAT file. Both of these 
files can contain DOS commands that 
affect the amount of memory that DOS 
uses. By controlling these values in 
your C:\CONFIG.SYS file, you can free 
up additional DOS program space. 
NOTE: If you create C:\CONFIG.SYS, 
you should copy D:\ AUTOEXEC.BAT 


Summary of Methods of Accessing DOS from the 100LX 
(Values for the 200LX may differ slightly) 


Method _ Default DOS — 


memory 


Maximum Run Switch 
DOS memory other to other 
Apps? Apps? 


1. Press IR) - (2) or select 95,408 
DOS icon in AppMgr 


452,784 mem yes 


2. In Filer press (VEN) 418,528 


Options DOS 


452,944 before yes 


3. Highlight DOS application 
in Filer, press (XIER) 


421,328 


455,744 before yes 


4. Launch program icon from 401,256 


Application Manager 


435,632 yes 


5. In 1-2-3, press (MENU) 
System 


307,920 


342,366 


6. In AppMgr press (END) 620,160 


Application Terminate 


634,272 


7. Press (IR) - @) - G2) 626,240 
Press @) for “boot options” 


Select option 6 


626,240 


O Default DOS mem: The amount of memory available to the DOS application with the default 


100LX configuration. 


“J Maximum DOS mem: The amount of memory available to the DOS 


application with the recommendations followed. © Run other Apps?: no: Can't run other appli- 
cations before or after launching the DOS application; before: Can only run other applications 
before launching the DOS application; mem: Can run other applications if there is memory avail- 
able; n/a: Not applicable. 4 Switch to other Apps?: yes: Can switch to other applications after 
launching the DOS application; no: Can't switch to other applications after launching the DOS 


application; n/a: Not applicable. 
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to C:\AUTOEXEC.BAT. Otherwise 
you'll be left at the DOS prompt when 
you reboot your system. 

The DOS commands that can be 
adjusted to increase useable memory in 
the CONFIG.SYS file on the 100/200LX 
are: FILES=, BUFFERS=, and LAST- 
DRIVE=. 


A) FILES = DOS needs roughly 56 
bytes to keep track of each open file 
handle, internal file identifier. By 
default, the 100/200LX sets up for 
25 files, using 1520 bytes in the 
process. Setting FILES= to a lesser 
number frees up System RAM, but 
can be counterproductive since we 
are trying to make space for DOS 
programs and many of them use 
multiple file handles. 

1 BUFFERS = DOS uses RAM buffers 
to speed I/O to hard disks. Since 
the 100/200LX uses only RAM 
disks, buffering has less of an 
impact. Reducing the number of 
buffers frees up more System RAM. 


oO 


LASTDRIVE = By default, the 100/ 
200LX sets up for 10 logical drives: 
A: through J: and in the process 
chews up 896 bytes. Setting LAST- 
DRIVE=D frees up 432 bytes. 


AUTOEXEC.BAT 

The default AUTOEXEC.BAT is fairly 
innocuous, but it has a line that is a bit 
odd. The line assign e:=a: tells the 
100/ 200LX to access the A: drive 
whenever software attempts to access. 
the E: drive. There are only a few 
places where it would be useful and 
getting rid of it frees up 1600 bytes. 


SYSTEM MANAGER SET UP 

There are changes you can make to 
System Manager Setup that will free up 
more System RAM. In general, once 
you make the configuration change to 
Setup, you will have to reboot for the 
change to take effect. The Clipboard, 
DOS, and Static settings are made from 
the Advanced memory options of 
Setup — run Setup, then select (WU) 


Options System Advanced... 

4 Clipboard — is used by the Cut, 
Copy, and Paste functions of System 
Manager compliant applications. 
The default size is 4K. Reducing it to 
2K frees up 2048 bytes. 


“4 Static — The “Static RAM” area is 


for applications which need static 
RAM. While you can set Static to 0 
kilobytes, it will still reserve 1760 
bytes, leaving an additional 8,480 
bytes free. 


i) 


DOS — the DOS setting in the 
Advanced menu controls the 
default size of the DOS box. 


ou 


Redirector — If you don’t use the 
HP 100LX Connectivity Pack you 
can disable the Redirector and gain 
9760 bytes. To disable the Redi- 
rector, run Setup and select HU) 
Redirector Disable Server, then 
reboot to make the change take 
effect. [There is no Redirector in the 
200LX.] 
Ted Dickens 
76701.272@compuserve.com 


[If you are not going to use a PC 
modem card or LapLink Remote, you can 
delete or remark out d:\bin\cic100 /gen1 
and call d:\bin\llras in your AUTOEX- 
EC.BAT file and save more system RAM 
memory — Rich.] 


Where to put 
AUTOEXEC.BAT 
and CONFIG.SYS files 


If you have a PC memory card I recom- 
mend keeping AUTOEXEC.BAT and/ 
or CONFIG.SYS on it in A:\. If some- 
thing goes wrong, and you can’t boot 
from the A drive, you can just pull the 
card and reboot with a plain configura- 
tion. 


Ted Dickens 
76701.272@compuserve.com 


Don’t rename your 
C:\_DAT directory 


The built-in Palmtop applications fol- 
low standard MS-DOS conventions for 
file and path names. You can, if you 
choose, remove or rename all files and 
directories on your Palmtop in Filer. 
However, you should not rename the 
_DAT directory on your C drive. This 
directory is used by several of the built- 
in applications and if removed or 
renamed, will render the applications 
useless. 


Tom Gibson, 


tom_gibson@thaddeus.com 
Programming 
Languages 


Built-in 
programming languages 


You don’t have to use an “imported” 
language to program your HP 
Palmtop. Believe it or not, the 100/ 
200LX contains no less than five 
built-in programming languages: HP 
Calc’s Solver language; Lotus’s macro 
language, DEBUG’s arcane assembler, 
System Macros (Setup’s Fn-key lan- 
guage on the 100/200LX), and DOS’s 
batch command language. 


Lotus Macro Language -- without a 
doubt, this is the most popular pro- 
gramming language that has ever been 
developed. More applications have 
been written in this language than in 
any of the structured languages. 

Most of the spreadsheet applica- 
tions have been designed to solve 
unique problems and, hence, do not 
have wide appeal. 


Debug -- trying to master assembler 
language programming with DEBUG 
is best left to experts, such as HP 
Palmtop Paper contributor Ed Keefe. 


System Macros -- these are normally 
limited to the size of the editing buffer, 
255 key strokes. On the 100L/200X you 
can link System Macros to go beyond 
the 255 key barrier. 


Solver -- Solver’s language is great for 
developing quickand-dirty solutions to 
problems that can be solved with a 
business calculator. However, Solver is 
not a full-blown language. It doesn’t 
have any obvious ways to create loops 
and branches, although clever uses of 
its built-in functions can do quite a bit. 


Batch files -- perhaps the least appreci- 
ated programming language in the HP 
Palmtop is MS-DOS’s batch command 
language. The batch language com- 
mands are few and awkward to use. 
There are no easy ways to create loops, 
no obvious way to implement subrou- 
tines and only a few ways to imple- 
ment branching. Yet creating elaborate 
batch files has become a favorite pas- 


PalmMate™ 


100% compatible 
with ! 
Windows® CE 


4MB ° 8MB « 12MB ° 16MB 
20MB ° 32MB « 48MB ° 64MB 
Data storage card for HP Palmtop, 


Cassiopia, and other HPCs 


Distributor inquiries welcome 


= Available at 3a 
Envoy Data Corp Notebook Supply Warehouse 
(800) 368-6971 (800) 566-6832 


ActionTec Electronics, Inc. 17702 Mitchell North, Irvine, CA 92614 
Tel (714) 851-8242 @ FAX (714) 851-8249 e Email: mikeb@actiontec.com 


time of many programmers, including 
yours truly. 


Thomas Page 
73277.1064@compuserve.com 


Project: Vision 
Gives You 


Planning In Your Palm For $99 
For HP 100/200 and DOS based PC’s 


Features Include: 
* One Hour Learning Curve 
* Uses 300K with Max file size from 80K to 1MEG. 
* Logic Networks, Timelines, Resource Histograms 
* Critical Path, Milestones, Variable Zoom 

* Mouse and keyboard operated for portability 

* NEW! Export to MS Project MPX Files 


Inmax Publishing Ltd. 
2673 Terrace Ave. North Vancouver, BC 
Canada V7R 1B5 


Tel: 604-980-9991 
Fax: 604-985-5597 
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MS-DOS Operating System 


DOS Programs 


Running DOS programs 
on the HP Palmtops 


For a DOS program to run on the 
100/200LX it must be able to display in 
either Monochrome or CGA compati- 
ble mode and run on an 8086 CPU. 
Programs that need a 286-or-greater 
CPU and must display in EGA or VGA 
modes will not work on the 100/ 
200LX. Check the documentation of 
your application for the “Minimum 
System Configuration Required.” 

In addition, the necessary pro- 
gram files must be able to fit in the 
Palmtop’s available disk space. This is 
not much of a problem if you have a 
PC Card, but can be if you are storing 
all of your files on the C drive. Check 
the software’s documentation, you 
may be able to save space by eliminat- 
ing unnecessary files such as documen- 
tation, install, fonts, help, etc. Also, the 
program’s documentation may list files 
that can be deleted after installation. 


Rich Hall 


Publications Director 
The HP Palmtop Paper 


Getting 


Support 


There is a great support network for 
the HP Palmtops. It starts with HP’s 
own technical support (541-715-2004), 
which is free. Their support policies are 
described below. 

The HP Palmtop Paper and the HP 
Palmtop Paper On Disk provide a steady 
stream of information and access to 
software for Palmtop users throughout 
the year. 

The online services: CompuServe 
Information Service, America Online, 
Prodigy, and Internet, have areas dedi- 
cated to Palmtop users. CompuServe 
has the most active area (GO 
HPHAND), America Online has a 
growing and supportive forum (PDA). 
(See the Communications section for 
details.) 


HP Palmtop service 
agreements in the U.S. 


[The following applies to the U.S. only. 
International users should check with local 
HP dealers for information on service agree- 
ments.] 


The HP 100LX and 200LX come 
with a one-year warranty with HP 
Express Exchange service. Under 
Express Exchange, if you have a defec- 
tive unit, call HP technical support at 
541-715- 2004. They determine if your 
unit is defective and arrange to ship a 
replacement unit to you via overnight 
express. When you receive the replace- 
ment, take it out of the box, put your 
defective unit in the box, seal and label it 
with the FedEx 2nd day label included, 
and call FedEx for drop off instructions. 

You may purchase a two-year 
extension to the warranty while your 
100LX or 200LX is under its original 
warranty. Purchase the HP Support 
Pack (H5465A, $85) directly from your 
HP dealer within 30-days of purchas- 
ing your 100LX or 200LX, or after that 
time, purchase the warranty extension 
from the HP Corvallis Service Center; 
Phone: 541-715-2002. 


Finding a U.S. HP Palmtop Dealer 
HP’s 24-hour automated dealer locator 
service (call 800-443-1254) should help 
you find an HP dealer in your area. If 
you’re in a small town not close to a 
metropolitan area, the service may not 
be able to help you. 

You can also find HP Palmtop 
Products at such retailers as: Office 
Depot, CompUSA, Computer City, 
Circuit City, Office Max, and Service 
Merchandise; and mail order from such 
dealers as: 


EduCALC at 800-677-7001; Fax: 
714-582- 1445. 

Notebook Supply Wharehouse at 
800-566-6832; Fax: 714-753-8812. 

One Stop Palmtop Shop at 
608-752-1537; Fax: 608-752-9548. 


Is your HP 100LX or 200LX 
warranty about to expire? 


If your Palmtop warranty is about to 
expire, you may want to call HP at 
916-785-1200 to purchase the two-year 
extension of the warranty for $85. 
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In addition, if you have been 
putting off a warranty repair, better get 
it taken care of soon under the one- 
year warranty. 


Ronald Viecel 


Programmers support 
on CompuServe 


I strongly suggest that all Palmtop pro- 
grammers check out the programmer's 
section (15) of the CompuServe HP 
Handheld Forum. There, programmers 
congregate and answer each others’ 
questions and upload support files. 


Hal Goldstein 
Publisher, HP Palmtop Paper 


Back issues of The HP 
Palmtop Paper, ON DISK, 
and CD ROM Infobase 


See our centerfold advertisement. 


Access 800 numbers 
from outside the US 


Many advertisers and services are 
available on toll-free 800 numbers in 
the U.S. and Canada. Surprisingly, 
many companies neglect to give out 
non-800 numbers for people outside of 
North America. But, you can still 
access these toll-free numbers from 
many other countries using a long-dis- 
tance carrier’s “USA Direct” services. 
You call the “USA Direct” number in 
your country which will connect you to 
a US operator who will place your call 
to the 800 number. US operator ser- 
vices are available in many countries 
from AT&T, MCI, U.S. Sprint, and oth- 
ers. You'll have to check for the avail- 
ability and access numbers for these 
services in your country. That’s the 
good news. 

The bad news is that you will still 
be charged for the international call 
even if the call to the USA operator is a 
toll-free number in your country. You 
will need a calling card or a way for 
your local carrier to bill you. 


Contact information for products and 
programs mentioned in this issue 


Please see the ON DISK, Product, and 
Advertisers’ Indexes on pages 47 and 48. 
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S (1 Year 39.00 
s HP Palmtop Paper On Disk QRZ 
"e — Frinces!, : 
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Z 1 Year 99.95 
S Handheld PC Magazine’ 
2 Year First Issue: June 1997 = ae 
1 Year 29.95 
HP Palmtop Paper 1991-93 back issues * °° 60.00 


HP Palmtop Paper 1994-96 back issues 356 


; isk 1 No_) 

On Disk 1991-93 Back Issues * 

On Disk 1994-96 Back Issues * 

On Disk 1996 Back Issues> QQ 
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UPGRADE: If you purchased 1996 CD 
Bonus with CD purchase (check one) 


Back Issues 


C1) PC In Your Pocket (J DOS & Lotus 1-2-3 MicroREF manuals 
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MICROREF Quick Ref Guide DOS Ver 5 
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BOOK: PC in Your Pocket 


Iowa residents add 5% tax 
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especially HP 95LX owners 
> Recommended for all HP Palmtop users 
especially HP 100LX and HP 200LX owners 
* Free with Palmtop Paper On Disk 
Subscription ; 
? Includes 6 regular issues each year plus 
Subscribers Power Disk 
° While supplies last 

Book comes with freeware and share- 
ware disk when ordered directly from 
Thaddeus Computing 
* Regularly $129 new, $79 upgrade (for 
existing CD owners). Reduced pricing and 
Special Bonus until 8/31/97, choose one of 
the following: 
(1) PC in Your Pocket, (2) Printed editions 
of DOS and Lotus 123 MicroRef Manuals , 
(3) The HP Palmtop Paper ON DISK 
Jan/Feb ‘97 (51 new programs from Japan, 
(4) Best Tips ON DISK ‘97. Choose all 4 
bonuses and add $39.95. Bonus offers only 
available with purchase of CD. 
” Special prices until March 31, 1997. 
Regularly $34.95 / lyear, $59.95 / 2 year 


HP Palmtop Paper On Disk, HP Palmtop Paper, 

Handheld PC Magazine 

2 year N/C $12.00 $36.00 

lyear N/C $6.00 $18.00 

Back Issues and Knowledge Products: 

SAVE ON SHIPPING: 

SAME PRICE 1 OR MORE PRODUCTS: 
$5 $12 


European Customers 
GERMANY (W’ & W Software Products) 


Phone: 49 341 2219231 — Fax: 49 341 221 9233 


THE NETHERLANDS (ELDATA) 
Phone: 31 20 6360901 = Fax: 31 20 632 5111 


EASTERN EUROPEAN (Moravia Consulting) 
Phone: 425576206 Fax: 425.576 434 


MOrg...KNOWLEDGE PRopucts FRoM THADDEU 
; 


WiA23| NEw 1997 VERSION: Buy or Upgrade eS 


HE 
a ! 
os Feee This Windows CD contains in hypertext searchable a! sail vt inthe dood : 
| — format all 1991-96 HP Palmtop Papers, detailed one single place instead of having to 
~ = advertiser product descriptions, HP 200LX Users search through piles of paper.” 
Guide, HP100/200/700LX Developer's Guide, and Thomas Rundel 


complete DOS and 1-2-3 Microref manuals. You'll 


The HP Palmtop Paper's CD InfoBase also find over 900 pieces of freeware and shareware Spec id / 0 ig r fo r] 997 CD 
from the 1991-96 ON DISK collection/Subscriber eae 
PowerDisk/Developer’s Guide plus 700 e-text clas- See Center Sp read 


sics readable on the Palmtop. 


PCS 


HP Palmtop book: Ideal for users, great gift for interested friends 


The editors of The HP Palmtop Paper have organized some of their best material 
into a readable, practical book about the HP Palmtop. The book is filled with hun- 
dreds of real-life examples of the HP Palmtop's features and capabilities. Busy profes- 
sionals describe how they use the HP Palmtop to organize their time, information, and 
money to be more effective. Order directly from us and we'll include a disk containing 
most of the software mentioned in the book. Written both for users and for those consid- 
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MicroRef Quick Reference Lotus 123 and DOS 5 Guides 


 tictie Gash rote Locate subjects fast. Numerous examples and illustrations. 
fee ee ee “Far superior to any other guide, cheat sheet, or original documentation... an excellent 
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HP 100/200LX Developer’s Guide 
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The Developer’s Package includes everything you need to write software, design hard- 
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Best Products 


By Hal Goldstein 


Each year I have fun updating this arti- 
cle on the “best” Palmtop commercial 
freeware and shareware products. 
Based on the new products we have 
seen for the Palmtop in 1996, the HP 
200LX DOS platform not only remains 
viable, but it continually transforms 
itself into a more useful and compre- 
hensive personal productivity 
enhancer. 

What follows is a somewhat subjec- 
tive selection of the most important 
products I’ve come across for the HP 
100LX and 200LX. The products met 
most or all of the following criteria. 


1. The product significantly enhances 
the utility of the HP Palmtop. 


2. The product is easy to learn and use. 


3. The product is unique and repre- 
sents a technological advance. 


4. The product is popular among 
CompuServe HP Handheld partici- 
pants (a group of sophisticated, enthu- 
siastic HP Palmtop users). 


5. Luse it. 


Commercial hardware and software 
make up a good part of the list. In 
addition almost all of the freeware and 
shareware mentioned here and 
throughout this issue will, once again, 
be included on the special Best Palmtop 
Tips ON DISK (two 1.44-megabyte 
disks - see page 41 for purchase infor- 
mation). This software can also be 
found on the Internet, CompuServe, 
and AOL (see indexes on pages 47 and 
48). (HP 95LX users should order Best 
Palmtop Paper ON DISK, 1994.) If you 
feel I left worthy products out of this 
discussion, please write. There were so 
many fine and innovative products and 
services that I’m sure I missed some 
that should have been mentioned. 
Special credit and appreciation 
goes to those companies and share- 
ware/freeware authors who develop 
products exclusively for the HP 
Palmtop. For example, consider our 
advertisers. These companies, large 


and small, have committed their 
resources to support a relatively small 
market and from what we hear provide 
a strong standard of service and prod- 
uct knowledge. In this context, three 
names come up again and again as pro- 
viding extraordinary service far 
beyond expectations: David Shier and 
Avi Meshar of Shier Systems/D&A 
software and Mack Baggette of Times2 
Tech. 


1996 - The year 
to connect 


For years we HP Palmtop enthusiasts 
have enjoyed the convenience of using 
built-in applications wherever we are 
and at any time, for managing our con- 
tacts, activities, finances, time, and 
ideas. In addition we use the Palmtop 
to run our favorite DOS programs. As 
valuable as these activities are, these 
stand-alone functions only represent 
half our productive life. This last year 
saw advances in the Palmtop arena 
that allowed us to turn our Palmtop 
work outward, to e-mail other people 
and to access the Internet. 
Availability of Motorola and 
Megahertz wireless PCMCIA modems 
coupled with RadioMail and 
WyndMail and other services such as 
ZAP-IT (from DTS Wireless) means 
that palmtop users can get their e-mail 
wirelessly without the hassle of trying 
to connect using a phone line. That 
means whether you are walking 
around within your business, at the air- 
port, or in a trade show, you can 
upload or receive important informa- 
tion. The combination of paging, with 
the ability to do data entry on the 
Palmtop, has turned out to be a power- 
ful communications solution using the 
SkyTel service. In addition, the HP 
OmniGo 700LX communicator com- 
bines the HP 200LX Palmtop platform 
with digital cellular technology, and a 
Nokia phone, and is available in 
Europe, parts of Asia, and recently 
available under the HVO1000 name 
(from Data Critical) in parts of the U.S. 
Others have discovered that you no 
longer need to lug a laptop on the road 
if you need to surf the net, access your 
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intranet, or visit AOL or CompuServe. 
EXP and APEX fax/modem/memory 
cards and the new 4 Megabyte 200LX 
and the 5 and 6 Megabyte memory 
upgrades from Times2 Tech and other 
vendors mean that there is now space 
on your Palmtop for telecommunica- 
tions software and e-mail, as well as 
other downloaded information. 
WWW/LX and NETAMER (N108-PT 
i) allow users to efficiently traverse 
the Internet or your private intranet. 
Freeware HV @ written by WWW/LX 
author, Andreas Garzotto, lets you tra- 
verse saved Internet/Intranet HTML 
documents at your convenience, 
offline. (PE i also written by Andreas 
is an excellent DOS MEMO alternative 
that lets you edit HTML and other 
large files.) 

People who use acCIS, the Palmtop 
CompuServe access program, swear by 
it once they pass the initial learning 
curve. We understand a new, easier-to- 
learn acCIS version with the look and 
feel of the built-in applications, will be 
available about the time you read this. 
With the upgrade, users will be able to 
take advantage of CompuServe’s new 
software. AOL subscribers can use a 
version of older DOS AOL software on 
their Palmtop. 


DOS is alive 


The rest of the world thinks DOS is 
dead. You could have fooled HP 
Palmtop users. Internal Palmtop mem- 
ory grew from 512K in 1991, to 1 and 2 
MB in 1994, and 4-6 MB in 1996. 
Similarly, PC Card memory has grown 
from 128K SRAM cards to 150MB Flash 
cards today. More memory and storage 
means the Palmtop has become more 
than a Personal Information Manager 
(PIM) running built-in applications. 
Now large databases such as inventory 
lists, dictionaries and a variety of 
DOS-based software can be comfort- 
ably run on the Palmtop, and are there- 
fore available anywhere, anytime. 


My favorites 


Like most everyone else I don’t have 
the time to try out everything. I know 
there are pieces of software and equip- 
ment out there that I would use often if 
I gave it a chance. Given that caveat, 
here is the software I use every day. 


PC Cards 


I love my 85 MB SanDisk flash card. 
Since it retails for roughly three times 
the cost of a Palmtop, it isn’t for every- 
one. However, the cost of flash cards 
keeps coming down. Large capacity 
storage means I can use my Palmtop 
for back up, to access several large data 
bases I need, and store a variety of soft- 
ware utilities, applications and games. 
If you are a strong, active Palmtop 
user, I recommend as large a flash card 
as makes sense financially. 

If you use a flash card, get a flash 
card reader for your PC. Check out our 
advertisers’ products such as hassle- 
free external parallel port drive from 
Steele Creek Technologies or fast inter- 
nal drive from Greystone Peripherals. I 
dislike messing with serial port connec- 
tions and cables. With a PC card drive 
in my PC, transferring data between 
PC and Palmtop is as painless as using 
a floppy disk. 

When traveling, I no longer carry a 
laptop. I swap my SanDisk card with a 
fax/modem/flash card from EXP, 
reboot, and do my E-mail from my 
hotel room. I’ve discovered that some 
airports now have public phones with 
data ports - great for sending stuff out 
right away during long airport 
holdovers. 


Software 


Software Carousel has transformed the 
way I use my palmtop. I now use a lot 
more DOS programs more often. With 
Software Carousel I may be in the 
built-in apps and press Shift F2. Up 
comes a menu of my favorite DOS pro- 
grams using Harry Konstas’ latest ver- 
sion of HDM @. (See screens above.) 
Unfortunately, some of my favorite 
most used DOS programs are no 
longer available. With Software 
Carousel and HDM these reference 
programs — a dictionary/thesaurus, a 
Spanish translation program, great 
quotations, a movie guide, the Bible — 
are just a few key strokes away. 

Gif} @) and Gif} @) takes me to 
HDM menus of other games and fun 
stuff. I have a special Gif) ©) hot key 
just to take me to VERTICAL READER 
i for reading classic literature or doc 
files. Vertical Reader (by Gilles Kohl ) 
turns my Palmtop into a paperback. 


ota &? 


Back- Bosgler Cards 
gammon “Menu Menu ers 


“= | fd | td CJ Es fa 
Domino |DOS Fece-_Erttz Go HP Jokes 
ball Chess TETRIS 


Casino Check- 


@| 


Yahtzee 


Cd ff) & Ee wt 


Reversi Sgkabon Sokoban Tetris Volley Worm 
Sideways: Ball 


A CET OR ETRE ECTS CETTE 


HDM is a DOS application manager with the same graphical user 
interface as the Palmtop's built-in AppManager. This is what my first 
screen of games looks like. 
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This is what my screen of applications looks like. 


This shareware program adds the abili- 
ty to read short stories, documentation, 
and novels on the Palmtop. After a 
number of years, literature becomes 
copyright free. That means Edgar Allen 
Poe’s poetry, the Bhagavad Gita, or 
Moby Dick can be stored on a Flash 
card and read in one of the VR custom 
fonts on the HP Palmtop. 

With Software Carousel when run- 
ning a DOS program, pressing Phone 
or any other blue key takes me back to 
the built-in applications. The Software 
Carousel people are quite responsive 
with tech support problems of this very 
sophisticated program customized for 
the Palmtop. 

In addition to the ability to store a 
number of DOS programs on my large 
SanDisk flash card, I have two other 
Palmtop hardware enhancements from 
Times2 Tech that increase the useful- 
ness of Software Carousel. My speed 
upgrade not only speeds up Carousel 
task switching, but makes using my 
180K PhoneBook tolerable speed-wise. 
The 5 Meg memory upgrade allows me 
to use a Times2 Tech EMM memory 
driver which also speeds up task 
switching. (HP frowns on these 
upgrades, especially the clock-speed. 


The HP warranty is no longer valid on 
upgraded machines). 

There are two other programs I use 
to speed up my PhoneBook and other 
large data bases. FASTDB.TSR @, writ- 
ten by one of the actual PHONE 
authors from HP, sits silently in 
C:\_DAT. To speed things up, FAST-. 
DB leaves some of the normal house- 
keeping for later, so my Phone file 
grows and contracts in unexpected 
ways. I also use Harry K’s DBV DOS 
data base viewer (in another Software 
Carousel @i) (10) section). I run DBV 
id with the previous night’s backup of 
my PhoneBook (that way I can also 
keep my current PhoneBook open in 
PHONE). DBV loads, searches and 
sorts much faster than the built-in 
PHONE application - essential for 
when I need to find contact informa- 
tion fast. DBV also allows for the 
much-requested statistical calculation 
capability in fields of user-defined 
databases. To keep my PhoneBook, 
Appointment Book and databases 
uncorrupted I run GARLIC @ on them 
during my automatic backup session 
from Appointment. GARLIC, written 
by the same FASTDB HP engineer, can 
save the day when a database gets cor- 
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Best Products 
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FREECELL, the card game, is one of my favorite Palmtop games. 


rupted. 

On the game front, I really like 
many of Curtis Cameron’s freeware 
games. KLONDIKE (SOL.ZIP ), 
YAHTZEE ii, DOMINOES i, GOLF 
, and FREECELL @, are my personal 
favorites. (See screen dump of FREE- 
CELL, above.) Serious chess players 
should definitely check out commercial 
Fritz2, which a reader recently referred 
me to. $49 buys you a strong fast 
match, a pleasing user interface and 
graphic look, and a great chess teach- 
ing program. 

Other favorite games include: GO 
(a commercial program no longer 
sold), REVERSI @, TETRIS @, and 
BACKGAMMON &. 

Other software I almost forgot to 
mention because they are so integrated 
into my daily usage are BUDDY and 
ANDREW2.COM (included in 
AHFONT.ZIP i). Buddy is literally 
100 utilities and ease-of-use shortcuts 
rolled into one product that seemlessly 
integrates with my palmtop daily 
usage. ANDREW2.COM provides 
alternative Palmtop fonts, created for 
Palmtop readability. 

I haven’t really had the opportunity 
to give many of the Japanese software 
programs we wrote about in Vol. 6, 
No. 1 a chance. As I mentioned in last 
issue’s column, I like MOREEXM 
(MREXM16.ZIP) which allows for 
unlimited “EXM” - system manager 
applications. ZOOM lets me blow- 
up portions of my Phone Book screen 
or other built-in application to make 
them more readable. TUNE @ serves 
as both a metronome and a tuner. My 
son loves to play alarm clock tunes 
using PLAYEX (PLYEX05.ZIP if). I cre- 
ated a batch file for him, SONGS.BAT 
i to play a medley of songs. 

Finally, I often use Eugene Dorr’s 
large digital clock program VCLOCK 


i. I simply press (ALT)-(APPT) and a 
large, easy-to-read digital clock pops 
up that will beep me every 15 minutes 
if I tell it to. The latest registered ver- 
sion with seconds display and timers 
options makes a nice readable substi- 
tute for the built-in stop watch pro- 
gram. It is great for keeping meetings 
on time and for when I am under time 
pressure and need to continually 
glance up to check the time. 


File Transfer 


Being able to transfer information back 
and forth from your Palmtop to a desk- 
top is one of the great boons of this 
DOS-based machine. The HP 
Connectivity Pack makes it possible to 
run HP Palmtop software on a PC and 
to transfer files back and forth between 
the Palmtop and a_ desktop. 
Alternatively, many users use an HP 
Connectivity Cable (HP F1015A) and 
shareware, ZIP.ZIP, to transfer files 
back and forth. Author Eric Meyer who 
now owns an HP Palmtop keeps refin- 
ing the product. 

For Windows 3.1/95/NT users of 
Windows PIMs such as Schedule Plus 
or Lotus Organizer, PUMA’s new 
Intellisync product has proven quite 
popular for synchronizing data and 
backing up files. Alternatively, avail- 
able at no charge at 
www.hp.com\handheld is HP’s 
Transfile WIN200. It lets users easily 
transfer files back and forth between 
the Palmtop and all current Windows 
environments. MacLink-Plus/HP 
Palmtop lets Apple Macintosh users 
translate files and transfer them to and 
from the 95/100/200LX. 

Many users need to transfer 
PhoneBook and Database information 
to and from their Palmtop and other 
computers or organizers. If this is you, 
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consider getting the 100/200LX 
Connectivity Pack or the PUMA prod- 
uct. Remember that built-in Smart Clip 
lets you export data in whatever for- 
mat you define. 

Freeware alternatives include 
GDBIO.ZIP @ and DBUTIL.ZIP 
which support database conversion 
between the HP Database format and 
the universal comma delimited format. 
ADBIO.ZIP @ supports conversion of 
Appointment Book files in ASCII or 
comma delimited format. There is also 
DBIO a graphical user interface for 
DBUTIL and ADBIO. [CAUTION: A 
small error can cause large problems. 
When transferring between database 
formats, a misplaced comma, quote, or 
single quote are hard to see and can 
cause problems with the translation 
process. ] 

One of our contributors, Ed Keefe’s 
favorites is REMKEY @ which lets you 
connect the Palmtop to a desktop PC 
using the HP serial cable. Run 
REMKEY, and you can access or enter 
data in either your PC or Palmtop from 
your desktop PC’s keyboard. 

Accurite’s Travel Floppy uses your 
Palmtops PC Card slot to connect to its 
external floppy drive so you can read 3 
1/2” floppies on your Palmtop. In 
addition, Trans Digital and Quatech 
have provided the Palmtop with PCM- 
CIA parallel ports. This means, for 
example, that you can access an 
Iomega ZIP disk with your Palmtop. 

The problem with the parallel port 
and Travel Floppy solution is that you 
have to give up your Palmtop’s PC 
card slot. That means, for example, you 
can’t exchange data between a ZIP or 
floppy disk and your PCMCIA flash 
card. Accurite has come up with a solu- 
tion. Their DoubleSlot lets you use two 
PC cards at once. Both the DoubleSlot 
and Greystone’s DiskDock let you 
access a Type III, 2.5” PC hard drive. 

In the data communications realm, 
regularly updated COMMO  contin- 
ues to be the communications program 
of choice for HP Palmtop users who 
find they need more capability than 
offered by HPs built-in DataComm. 
QFAX ff a relatively new fax program 
has gained a strong following for those 
using an external fax/modem or stan- 
dard PC fax/modem cards. 

Even though the 100/200LX has 
limited ability to automatically phone 
dial, author Charles Oehlrich of 
Germany, with the help of beta testers 


world-wide, created LX-DIAL that 
works reasonably well and allows 
tone-dialing of PhoneBook entries. 

The IRDA standard for infrared 
communication was introduced after 
the HP Palmtops were released. 
However, for those who want to print 
from the HP 200LX to a printer like the 
LaserJet 5 with an infrared IRDA stan- 
dard port, you can use IRDA200 (see 
http://www.thaddeus.com or The HP 
Palmtop Paper CD InfoBase). 


Printing from the Palmtop 


Two new lightweight serial printers 
make Palmtop printing on the road fea- 
sible. The smallest is the Pentax 
PocketJet which uses high quality ther- 
mal paper. The Citizen PN60 is also 
small and can take normal paper. Shier 
Systems sells custom cables that con- 
nect directly from the HP Palmtop to 
either printer. Because of speed, size, 
and cost per page, the Pentax seems to 
have won out as the printer of choice 
for Palmtop travelers. 


Other software 


REMCOM & allows your HP Palmtop 
to control your TV, VCR and stereo 
system. The program is great for going 
into airport bars and changing chan- 
nels, much to everyone's bewilderment 
and amazement (actually done by sev- 
eral of our readers!). 

ACT! for the HP Palmtop from 


Detect/Plot Radioactivity 
On Your HP 100/200LX 


Complete RM 60 System: $149.50 


VISA / MC / EURO 
To order or for more information call: 


(800) 729-5397 — 45 day $ back. 


AWARE = 


Electronics 
P.O. Box 4299, Wilmington DE 19807 
Phone/Fax: (302) 655-3800 
E-mail: aware@aw-el.com 
Visit us at: http://www.aw-el.com 


Symantec is a contact management 
program many mobile professionals 
find extremely useful for maintaining 
contact information. At Thaddeus 
Computing we have recently switched 
internally to Goldmine and there is a 
DOS version that works on the 
Palmtop. 

VDE by ZIP author Eric Meyer is 
for those who need more word pro- 
cessing power on their Palmtop. 

I like to outline article ideas and 
projects. Although Memo gives some 
outline capability, I have been spoiled 
by Symantec’s Grandview. A share- 
ware outliner by the same author, 
PCOUTLINE @ is also popular among 
HP Palmtop outliners. 


Carrying Cases 


There’s lots to choose from in carrying 
cases. E&B, EduCALC and others have 
a line of cases to suit your practical and 
aesthetic requirements. If you want an 
under-arm holster (sort of like one a 
detective would carry a gun in), check 
out the Pocket Liberator Palmtop 
Holster from Opus 63. 


Some CompuServe 
HPHAND favorites 


I posted a note on CompuServe’s 
HPHAND forum for nominations for 
best product. Many of Tom’s and my 
favorites were suggested. (For Tom’s 
favorites see his sidebar following this 
article.) In addition here are some of 
the other popular nominees. 

Users of SHASS @ really like its 
help automating grocery shopping. 
ABC/LX, written by WWW/LX 
author, Andreas Garzotto, has a loyal 
following among those desiring better 
battery management capability espe- 
cially using rechargeable Nicads and 
NIMH. 

Those who want to close the Filer 
application to free memory appreciate 
PALCLF @. Those of us who can’t spell 
say that SHARESPELL @ works quite 
nicely with MEMO and other Palmtop 
editors. 

Database users have voted strongly 
for two relational databases that we 
reviewed this past year. Alpha 4 ver 3 
is dBase-compatible database that’s 
menu driven and allows scripting as 
well. @Base is a 1-2-3 add-in that works 


Trade Up! 


Trade your working or non-work- 
ing HP 95/100LX toward a new 
HP 200LX. You'll be delighted 
with our high trade in allowance 
and low 200 pricing. Call today 
for a fast friendly quote. 
Phone: 610-588-4444 
Fax: 610-588-1727 


1086 S Delaware Drive 
Mt. Bethel, PA 18343 
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with dBase formatted files. 

As a more integrated alternative to 
the built-ins a number of users swear 
by Flexpad (see The HP Palmtop Paper 
ON DISK for March/April 1997). 

Other users really like Quick/LX 
which allows for typing shortcuts (and 
other clever tricks) saving keystrokes 
on the Palmtop’s keyboard. 

Steve Cohen (71341.116@com- 
puserve.com) wrote, “I'd like to nomi- 
nate the program suite made up of 
DASoft’s WWW/LX Internet Dialer...” 
One of the program’s associated free- 
ware components, HV i, is an HTML 
Viewer that we’ve included on this 
issue’s Palmtop Paper ON DISK. We 
hope to provide a follow-up article on 
using this program to download arti- 
cles from the online editions of news- 
papers and magazines. 

Finally, a number of people nomi- 
nated The HP Palmtop Paper and our 
CD InfoBase. Others praised the 
CompuServe HPHAND forum and its 
TeamHP volunteers. Conrad Cox, who 
maintains the worldwide user group 
for us (and for his web site) was also 
nominated. 
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Tom Gibson’s 
Hot Picks: 
Freeware/Shareware 
and Internet Resources 


by Tom Gibson 


When Hal asked me to write a short article on 
some of my favorite software and web sites for 
the HP 200LX Palmtop PC, my first reaction was 
“How can | write a short article on such a rich 
subject?” 

There is so much freeware and shareware 
available for the HP Palmtops that is good and so 
many web sites that have wonderful content, | 
was overwhelmed with the task. After evaluating 
the possibilities, | decided to try to give you what | 
consider the cream of the crop of the software 
and the web sites that | use and visit on almost a 
daily basis. 


Software 


The one absolute - can’t live without - piece of 
palmtop software has to be Buddy by Jeffrey 
Mattox. This shareware product is so rich in fea- 
tures and functionality, that if you don’t have it - 
get it! | can’t begin to tell you all of the features in 
Buddy in this short of an article, but some of the 
major ones, in my opinion, are: SmartCaps, 
which lets you just type and not worry about the 
shift key; the ability to control the serial port from 
Filer, you can turn it on, off and lock it using the 
4) and § keys; the battery monitoring in Filer 
which shows the battery voltage and the time 
used; the ability to save a file and quit an applica- 
tion with 2 keystrokes, (MENU) ). 

Another piece of software everyone should 
have is LXPIC igi by Stefan Peichl. LXPIC is a 
very small (9K) graphics viewer for the HP 
Palmtop PCs and needs as a COM file only 64K 
of main memory while running, no matter how 
large the picture is. LxPic will allow you to view 
BMP, GIF, JPG, PCX and ICN files of any kind. 
Stefan has also included in the latest version 
(3.4) a small COM program, CAM2JPG.COM to 
convert CASIO QV-10A CAM format to JPEG. 

With the prevalence of Microsoft Windows 
(3.1X and 95) on the desktop today, DOCRTF22 
ii by Thomas Lienhard is an indispensable tool. 
DOCRTF22 allows you to convert MEMO format- 
ted files to RTF (Rich Text Format) files that can 
be used by many of the Windows word proces- 
sors without losing the formatting. 

Another great piece of software is 
MoreEXM (MREXM16.ZIP tl) by Hiroyuki Sekiya 
which allows the 100/200LX user to have more 


Dear Tons 


You do such a wonderful job at Thaddeus Computing that I 
wanted to thank you. 


Wintwin showing Memo as the active application and a Phone Book Record in another window 


EXM programs available on the Palmtops than 
are built in. This allowed a lot of the wonderful 
Japanese software to be used on the Palmtop. 
MaxDOS (MAXDO3B.ZIP igi) by MeW is another 
program from Japan and allows you to runa 
large DOS program without having to close all 
applications and terminate the System Manager. 
MaxDOS does this by swapping the RAM in use 
by System Manager and freeing up all of the 
RAM available on the Palmtop. 

Another neat program for the Palmtop is 
WinTwin4 ta by Yoshihiro Hanaoka (Maruha) 
which allows you to have side-by-side windows 
available on the palmtop. In other words, if you 
are writing a MEMO document and want to refer 
to a PhoneBook entry, you can have both on the 
screen at the same time. This program can be 
very useful, but Mr. Hanaoka also has a sense of 
humor, he says in the documentation that the 
program is recommended for people who 
|. believe that the character size of the 100/200LX 
is too large. 

2. feel that the displayed information is not 
enough for the huge area of the screen. 

3. always carry two or more palmtops, since one 
is not enough. 

4. think that the screen of the 100LX is too wide. 

With all of the above mentioned productivity 
tools, no one lives by work alone, so here are 
some of the games and fun things that | feel are 
indispensable. My current addiction is Golf 
Solitaire i by Curtis Cameron. Golf Solitaire is 
similar to the popular Windows version only it 
works wonderfully on the Palmtop. Curtis has 
written many freeware games specifically for the 
HP Palmtops and any serious game player will 
want to grab his whole stockpile and try them out. 
Curtis has also written Calculation Solitaire 
(CALCSOL.ZIP igi) in which you try to win the 
game in the fastest time, Dominoes igi, the popu- 
lar tabletop game, FreeCell igi Solitaire which is 
like the Windows game of the same name but 
allows you to back-up your moves and try other 
options to win, Klondike igi Solitaire with smart 
auto-play, and an undo buffer, BlackJack i 
which plays using function keys, and a great 
Yahtzee i. 
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Websites and 
Internet resources 


There are many web sites and resources avail- 
able and devoted to HP Palmtops on and through 
the Internet. The HP Palmtop Paper site at 
http://www.thaddeus.com is always a good place 
to start. You can view past articles, get tips, link 
to other cool sites, download software and pur- 
chase knowledge products from Thaddeus 
Computing. The web site that gets my top book- 
mark is S.U.P.E.R. (Simply Unbeatable Palmtop 
Essentials Repository) hosted by Mitchell Hamm 
and assisted by Jorgen Wallgren, Toshiki 
Sasabe, Peter Watkins and Rattipat 
Aramwatanapong (Fong). Mitch has really done a 
service for the Palmtop community, besides hav- 
ing a wide variety of downloadable software, this 
is also the home of the HPLX listserve, a mailing 
list for HP Palmtop users similar to CompuServes 
renown HPHAND forum, but is done through e- 
mail. | am proud to be a member of this list (I 
think | was the 3rd member) and it now has over 
800 members with many of the members of 
HPHAND also on the list. The S.U.P.E.R. site can 
be reached at http:/Avww.palmtop.net/supernew 
.html. The opening page has links to view the top 
20 downloads from the site. 

There are also the usenet newsgroups, 
news:comp.sys.palmtops which covers all palm- 
top computers, news:alt.comp.sys.palmtops.hp 
which is devoted to the HP palmtops and 
news:comp.sys.handhelds which cover all hand- 
held devices. 

This list is by no means exhaustive and | 
apologize in advance for leaving out any software 
or website that deserves to be here, however | 
could not list them all. Let me know if there is 
something that you think should have been listed 
here and I'll take a look at it for next year’s Best 
Tips issue! 


Tom Gibson is Technical Eoltor for The HP 
Palmtop Paper and can be reached at: 
tom_gibson @ thaddeus.com 


Contact information for products mentioned in articles. See Advertisers Index for additional product references. 


ACT! for HP Palmtops — $129.00 
(See page 45) Contact: Symantec, USA; 
Phone: 800-441-7234; Fax: 541-984-8011. 


_ America On Line (AOL) — $19.95/mo. 
| (See page 35, 42) Contact: America Online, 


USA; Phone: 888-265-8001. 


Apex Data Fax/Modem/ 

Flash Memory Card — $449 for 6 MB 
(See pages 32, 42) Contact: Apex Data, USA; 
Phone: 800-841-2739 or 510-623-1231; Fax: 
510-623-1434. 


| Batteries — $Varies 
| Lithium, NiCd & NiMH (See page 6, 7) 


= 


Contact: Local electronics stores. 


Canon Bubble Jet Printer 
(See page 36) Contact: Loca/ electronics 
stores. 


Citizen PN-60 Printer — $399 
(See page 44) Contact: Citizen America 
Corporation, USA; Phone: 800-477-4683 or 
310-453-0614; Fax: 310-453-2814. 


CompuServe — $9.95/month (5 hours), 
$2.95/hour for additional hours 

Also Super Value Club rate: $24.95/month for 
20 hours and $1.95 for each additional hour. 


Product index 


The first 10 hours during the first month is free. 
(See pages 34, 42) Contact: CompuServe, USA; 
Phone: 800-848-8990 or 614-457-8650. 


Fritz2 Chess Game — $49.95 

(See page 44) Contact: ChessBase USA; 
Phone: 800-524-3527, 304-788-7828; Fax: 
304-788-7833, E-mail: jmcbase @intrepid.net 


Goldmine — $295 

(See page 45) Contact: F/an software 
Corporation, 800-654-3526; 310-454-6800; 
Fax: 310-454-4848. 


HP Calc’s Solver: An Easy Course in 
Using the HP19BIl 

(See page 14) Contact: Grapevine Press, 
USA, Phone: 800-338-4331; 503-754-0583. 


LapLinkV — $109.95 

(See page 34) Contact: Traveling Software, 
USA; Phone: 800-343-8080 or 206-483-8088; 
Fax: 206-485-6786. 


Lotus Organizer for Windows 2.0 — $99 
(See page 44) Contact: Lotus Corporation, 
USA, Phone: 800-343-5414 or 617-577-8500; 
Fax: 617-693-3899. 


MacLinkPlus HP Palmtop 2.5 —$79 
(See pages 34,44) Contact: DataViz, Inc., 


USA; Phone: 800-406-6504 or 203-268-0030; 
Fax: 203-268-4345; Web: hitp:/dataviz.com 


Motorola Personal Messenger 
Wireless Modem Card — $425 

(See page 42) Contact: Motorola, USA; 
Phone: 800-427-2624 for PCMCIA card infor- 
mation. 


Pocket Liberator Holsters— $Varies 
(See page 45) Contact: Opus 63, USA; 
Phone: 718-706-6787; Fax: 718-706-7034. 


PocketJet Printer— $Varies 
(See page 44) Contact: Pentax Technologies, USA: 
Phone: 800-543-6144; Fax: 303-460-1628; Web: 


Quatech SPP-100 PCMCIA Parallel 
Port/Enhanced Parallel Port Adapter 
(See page 44) Contact: Quateah, /nc., Phone: 
800-553-1170; 330-434-3154; Fax: 330-434- 
1409; E-mail: sales @quatech.com; Web: 
Attp/www.quatech.com 


Quicken 4.0—locate a used software 


vendor. Pocket Quicken Connect — 
$29.95 plus cost of cable. 

(See page 23) Contact: /ntuit, USA; Phone: 800- 
446-8848 Of 520-295-3240; Fax: 520-295-3200. 


| 
] 
SanDisk Flash RAM Cards —$Varies 
(See pages 42, 43) Contact: SanDisk Copor- | 
ation, USA; Phone: 408-562-0595; Fax: 408- | 
562-3403. 


Schedule Plus — 

part of Microsoft Office 

(See page 44) Contact: See your /ocal soft- 
ware store. 


SkyTel Wireless Service — $Varies 

(See page 42) Contact: Sky7e/, USA; Phone: 
800-456-3333 or 601-944-1300; Fax: 601- 
944-3900. 


Software Carousel — $89.95 

(See page 43) Contact: Group 32 Corp. , 
USA; Phone: 800-553-0400 or 954-581-2200; 
Fax; 954-581-5902. 


Sparcom Drive 100/200 — $379.95 

Drive 95 — $379.95; Sparcom Docking 
Station (SmartDock)— $99.95 

(See page 5, 34, 36) Contact: 0a Vinci 
Technology Group, Inc., USA; Phone: 541- | 
757-8416, Fax: 541-753-7821; Web: 
Atip://www. sparcom.com 


WyndMail Wireless Messaging — 
(See page 42) Contact: WyndMail; Phone: 
800-549-2600; Fax: 800-549-6001. 


Products advertised in this issue of The HP Palmtop Paper 
| 

COMPANY (PRODUCT) = sas. sone ehca ecu eewoneess [PHONE/FAX NUMBERS]..PAGE NUMBER | 
Accurite (Floppy Drives for 100/200LX/Double Slot).............eccceeeeeeeeees [510-668-4900; Fax:510-668-4905].37 | 
ActionTec (POA Blem0ry Cardy... > cass ik. cae saan Gee ee (714-851-8242; Fax: 714-851-8249] 39 | 
ASF (Palmtop Computer Light) . . . . [800-771-3600 or 516-868-3638; Fax: 516-868-6897] .35 
Aware (Micro Roentgen Radiation Monitor)... 0.0.00... cc ccc eceeceeeeesseceerees (302-655-3800; Fax: (same)] 45 
Calculator World 2) | Dane peas eM a Tae Sens pes ka! (610-588-4444; Fax: 610-588-1727]..45 
ConectUS Wireless Comm (Witeless Messaging) Ss snctrewsscncescess hom Nak ene ROS (800-350-0373; Fax:805-494-3799 ]. 23 
D&A Software (Palmtop Software) {805-370-1088; Fax: 805-371-9454] 12 | 
Data Critical (HVOI000) ees saws cvouroeh sec Seeanemeee [800-442-0645 or 206-885-3500; Fax: 206-885-3377] 13 | 
DTS Wireless Messaging (Zap-it Wireless Messaging Service).................. [888-243-8387 or 908-602-1144; Fax: 908-602-0990)..33 
Dynasys Technologies Inc. (Data:Collection) <1... 03. sccsades ties sean ate mee [800-867-5968 or 813-443-6600; Fax: 813-443-4390] 11 
E&B (Leather. Cases) orto earth a winialensnoaw Sewanee [800-896-2273; Intl; 916-344-5047; Fax: 916-782-9306].19 | 
EduCALC (Accessoes) ite iccsntacirccnce .-. « [800-713-6526 or 714-582-2637; Fax: 714-582-1445],.29 
Entente (Two-Way Conversational Translator) ...... 20. ...cccscedeceseeeeeseceueeecseennesees [800-409-1701] 17 | 
EXP Computer (ThinFax Modem) .................- (800-EXP-6922 ext. 641 or 714-453-1020; Fax: 714-453-1319]..back cover 
Greenwich (Palin Unk) 2<...ganers ico sa cactmccea tates [800-476-4070 or 704-875-8490; Fax: 704-875-2801} 5 | 
Greystone Peripherals (PC Cards/Drivers/Adapters) .............20.eceeeeee [800-600-5710 or 408-866-4739; Fax: 408-866-8328] 15 } 
Inmax (CGA VGA Graphics Pack Vision) ............-.0:ecceesevscevevee (604-980-9991; Fax: 604-985-5597]. 39 } 
MagicRAM (Flash Card/Hard Drive/Card) ...........eecceeeee ee [800-272-6242 or 213-413-9999; Fax: 213-413-0828] 31 | 
Mobile Planet (Flash cards/Printers/Accessories/4M 200LX)............ [800-675-2638 or 818-888-7267; Fax: 818-888-3484] 5 | 
Notebook Supply Warehouse (Memory upgrades and assorted products.) [800-566-6832 or 714-257-1680; Fax: 714-257-1688]..inside back cover } 
PC Depot (ATA Flash Cattis) Wt ove ssa be casacit cc cien cern [800-570-8828 or 818-888-8288; Fax: 818-888-8293] 3 } 
Pretec (POMCIA Memory Cards). 2.2... cc.cccccseecessteesenteeaenaueees [510-440-0535; Fax: 510-440-0534]. 23 
Puma {IntelliSync Windows Connectivity Kit) ..............0. [ 800-248-2795 or 408-321-7650; Fax: 802-658-3991] 17 | 
RadioMail (Wireless Messaging Service)... .. 2.20.0... .csececeeueevececus [800-597-6245 dept. NT3}..inside front cover | 
Shier Systems (Cables, software, & accessories) [805-37 1-9391; Fax: 805-371-9454]..21 

(World Wide Web Browser for Palmtops) : 

(RECESS NINY I en. Seine rapa Pee Caan Renee eters Beets SEK AG eee oreo eS | U.S. (HP F1021B); Intemational (HP F1021C) 
Steele Creek Technologies AGaIOEN DINGS) ie non sie teecis numer cantons Meet acta orcic ee 
Thaddeus Computing (Subscriptions: HP Palmtop Paper, HP Palmtop Paper ON DISK) } 

Fi eS rR eS ne eres [800-373-6114 or 515-472-6330; Fax: 515-472-1879]. modems, printers, and PCs. 

(Knowledge products: HP Palmtop Tech Ref. Manual, Lotus/DOS Reference Books, HP PTP’s CD InfoBase)... 

(The Palmtop Paper's new 1997 CD InfoBase) ... 2.2.0.2... 0. cc cececececececeseceevucsecseeeens 
Times2 Tech (HP 200LX 5MB RAM Upgrade)......... 0... ccccceeeececeaceeeeenee (205-620-1408; Fax: 205-620-5205] 13 
Trans Digital (Trans PC Card-Universal Parallel Port)... . [Phone: 510-745-9777; Fax: 510-745-9937]..15 | 


| HP Product Index | 


HP Products contact information: Authorized HP computer 
dealers worldwide (i.e. the same place you can purchase an 
HP LaserJet). To locate an authorized dealer in the USA, 
call 800-443-1254. You can also purchase the 95LX & 
100/200LX and its accessories from EduCALC at 800-677- 
7001, Fax: 714-582-1445; A One-Stop Palmtop Shop at 
800-709-9494 or 608-752-1537, Fax: 608-752-9548: | 
Notebook Supply Warehouse at 800-566-6832 or 714-753- 
8810, Fax: 714-753-8812; PDA Direct at 800-279-4732 ext 
130; Shier Systems at 805-371-9391, Fax: 805-371-9454. 


French, Portugese, Japanese and Korean) 
| HP 200LX 2MB (HP F1061A) — $499 
| HP 1000CX 2 MB Palmtop PC (HP F1222A) — $449 | 
| (versions available include: US English, UK English, | 
| German, Spanish, and French) 
HP OmniGo 700LX — $NA (Combination HP 200LX, fax 
| software and Nokia GSM cellular phone.) | 
1.8 Mb Flash Disk (HP F1024A, with Stacker) — $199 
6 Mb Flash Disk (HP F1215C, with Stacker) — $425 
10 Mb Flash Disk (HP F1013C, with Stacker) — $600 
20 Mb Flash Disk (HP F1014C, with Stacker) — $999 
AC/DC Adapter (HP F1011A)—$39.95 

USA/Canada (Opt. ABA); Europe (Opt. ABB); Australia | 
| (Opt. ABG); South Africa (Opt. ABQ); United Kingdom 
} (Opt. ABU). 
| PC Connectivity Cable (HP F1015A) — $24.95 
| MAC Connectivity Cable (HP F1016A) — $24.95 
| 100/200LX Connectivity Pack — $119.95 


| Connect/Adapter Kit — $24.95 
} (HP F1023A) 4 adapters for connecting the 100/200LX to 


| Service Agreements (2-year extension) — $85. For U.S. HP | 


HP 200LX 4 MB (HP F1216A)— $599 | 
(versions available include: US English, UK English, German, Spanish, 


| 


| Palmtop users. Units must be under warranty to extend. | 
| Contact: HP, Corvallis Service Center, USA; Phone: 503- | 
757-2002. NOTE: Prices listed are suggested retail price. 
Dealer prices may valy. 
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_ NSW - Best Prices & Service. 
“We Put It In Black & White” 


WORL 


Fits ea 


Three 


’S SMALLEST PALMTOP LIGHT 


ly in pocket or briefcase 


HP-PTLT 


Very 


$11. 


95 ea. 


+ Just rotate to snap on or off 


Useful 


¢ Attaches and holds firmly without use of velcro 
¢ Plastic rubber gooseneck adjusts lamp position as desired 


¢ Lights up display and keyboard without blocking view of either 


Accessories 


Fits e 
briefe 


for your 


HP95/ 
100/ 
PAUL 

Palmtop 


IntelliSyne’ 


for the HP 200LX Palmtop PC 
Maintains up-to-date information on your HP 200LX and your PC 
Works directly with today's leading PC applications 
Keep important information safe with built-in backup and restore functions 
Features easy one-time setup 
Synchronizes multiple PC applications in one step 
Automatically resolves conflicts between the HP-200LX and your PC 
Fully customizable to Windows Application 
Imports data to your HP200LX from other mobile devices 
Runs under Windows 95, NT, Workgroups, and Windows 3.1 
Includes HP-F1015A serial cable 


PUM-Intellisyne 


Computer 


Intellisync Software $65 


Trans PC Card 


Universal Parallel Port 


HP 200LX Palmtops 
True DOS compatibility 


Instant File Transfer 


HP200LX w/2MB memory 
HP200LX w/4MB memory 
HP200LX modified to 6MB memory 
110v/220v AC Adapter 
Connectivity Pack 

Palmtop to PC serial cable 

Palmtop to MAC serial cable 
Adapter kit for serial cable 


HP-F1061A 
HP-F1216A 
NSW-F1066A 
HP-F1011A 
HP-F1021B 
HP-F1015A 
HP-F1016A 
HP-F1023A 


HP 
OMNIGO 


HP OmniGo 100 Organizer 
OmniGo 120 

HP Link to Windows Pack 
Replacement Pen pack (3 pens) 
1MB SRAM storage card 

2MB SRAM storage card 


HP-F1310A 
HP-F1305A 
HP-F1306A 
HP-F1314A 
NSW-SRAMO1 
NSW-SRAM02 


fast as k 

Trans PC Card with Trans Flex Cable, Manual, Quick 
Reference and backup disk ...........sseecseseseeseeeeesees $149 
Optional Universal Parallel Cable 6ft./20ft.........$29/S59 
The world’s smallest parallel port printer cable for fast 
printing on Pentax PocketJet connected to Trans PC 


HP ACCESSORIES 


EXP 14.4 AND CABLES 


fax/modems 
with Flash for 


HP 100/200LX pre 
ACC-700111 
ACC-700123 
GRN-GA935 
GRN-GA945 


SHI-CableCard 


110V Accurite floppy drive 
220V Accurite floppy drive $249 
Double Slot for HP200LX $149 
Serial to Parallel converter adapter $55 
Serial to Parallel converter cable $75 
8ft. coiled phone cord $8 


$229 


— = 


EXP-LXM/2 Fax/Modem w/2MB FLASH memory $259 
EXP-LXM/4 Fax/Modem w/4MB FLASH memory $329 
EXP-LXM/8 Fax/Modem w/8MB FLASH memory $439 


—— 


« Needs only 2 AA batteries (not included) & uses commonly available bulb 
WORLD’S SMALLEST COPY HOLDER 


a 1 
put small | 
notes or 

up to legal 
size sheets 


SELF-ADHESIVE 


SNAP-IN HOLDER 
Mounts palmtop almost anywhere / HP-HLDR 
ee Mo lid surface with its \ $8.95 ea. 
Cz | 


Read your palmtop hands- 


yy, ’ 
“Y in/Snap out 7 
free while stopped in traffic 


Samisk 7ZATA FLASH cards 


Sizes are not compressed. ATA cards are for use in HP 200LX and 1000CX only. 
SAN-ATAO2MB Sandisk 2MB ATA FLASH 
SAN-ATAO4MB Sandisk 4MB ATA FLASH 
SAN-ATAO6MB Sandisk 6MB ATA FLASH 
SAN-ATAO8MB Sandisk 8MB ATA FLASH 
SAN-ATA10MB Sandisk 10MB ATA FLASH 
SAN-ATA20MB Sandisk 20MB ATA FLASH 
SAN-ATA40MB Sandisk 40MB ATA FLASH $799 
SAN-ATA85MB Sandisk 85MB ATA FLASH $1,675 


Simple ATA FLASH cards 


Simple Technology ATA Flash cards use the Cirrus Logic Chip set. The unformatted capacity 
for each card is shown here. The formatted capacity will be slightly smaller than shown. 
STI-ATAFL/4 4MB ATA card FLASH 
STI-ATAFL/8 8MB ATA card FLASH 
STI-ATAFL/10 10MB ATA card FLASH 
STI-ATAFL/16 16MB ATA card FLASH 
STI-ATAFL/32 32MB ATA card FLASH 
STI-ATAFL/40 40MB ATA card FLASH 


Software for HP Palmtops 
ABC/LX Battery Management Software 
acClS CompuServe connectivity software 
Quick/LX Typing assistance program 
WWWI/LX _ Internet Web browser software 


MODEM Don't risk your modem to an unsafe telephone “Mie 


line. Test the socket before you plug in. Color 
SAVER LEDs indicate jack status. No battery needed. Only $24.95 


PALMTOP HANDBAG 


The Palmtop handbag from COAST pro- 
vides a portable office solution. Room 
for your Palmtop or OmniGo, paper, pen, 
business cards, and even a cell phone. 
This soft leather bag originally sold at 
over $120, NSW has a limited supply 
available for... ONLY $49.95 


$119 
$159 
$195 
$249 
$359 


Notebook Supply Warehouse 


655 N. Berry Street, Suite E, Brea, CA 92821 
Tel: 714-257-1680, Fax: 714-257-1688 
Internet Address: nsupply@nsupply.com 

Compuserve Address: 73430,1336 
Visit us online at: www.nsupply.com 
Also, visit us at the I-Mall at: www.nsw-inc.com 


Toll-Free Order Line: 
1-800-566-6832 


Payment accepted by MC, VISA, AE, Discover, COD Cash and 
Bank Wire Transfer. Government, Educational and 
Corporate Purchase Orders accepted.International orders, 
call 714-257-1680 or fax 714-257-1688 


Prices and availability subject to change without notice. 
Member: National Association of Fraud Protection (NAFP). 


THE POUCH 


The POUCH is the perfect casual case 
for the Palmtop or OmniGo 100. Made 
of waterproof neoprene, the POUCH 
will protect your palmtop from dings 
and dirt. Specify OmniGo or Palmtop 
model when ordering. 


ONLY $15.95 ea. 


The Only 
HP Palmtop Upgrade 
That Has It All. 


To get the most from your HP 100/200LX palmtop, you need 3 advanced upgrades on 1 convenient PCMCIA card. First, you need to send and 
receive both faxes and data at an exceptional 14,400 bps speed. Second, you need fax/modem software that operates easily with the same HP 
function keys and commands you already use ... without the hassle of downloading software and without consuming precious hard disk space. 
Third, you need Flash memory for fast, easy access to all your software applications and for efficiently storing data. Plus you need to fax 
from and receive faxes into your Flash memory for extra convenience. And, most of all, you need the flexibility to use all your upgrade 
features together or independently, without inserting and removing separate fax/modem and memory cards. Now you can have it 
all with ThinFax 1414LXM. 


ALL THE ADVANCED UPGRADE FEATURES YOU NEED ... ON 1 CONVENIENT PCMCIA CARD. 
EXP’s award-winning MiniFax™ software. High-speed fax/modem. 2 or 4 MB Flash memory. 
They're all built into the ThinFax 1414LXM card. That’s why ThinFax 1414LXM is the 
one upgrade that’s a must for your HP palmtop. So call the toll-free number 
today for complete ThinFax 1414LXM specifications and the name of 

an EXP dealer near you. 


Call: 714-453-1020 or Fax: 714-453-1319 
http://www.expnet.com 


Exe 


Mosité comPutinG EXPERTISE Is BUILT INTO OUR NAME. 


